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THE SMITTEN ROCK ;
or,

Calvary and Pentecost.
CHAPTER 1.
The Rock Smitten by the Rod of Judgment.
OD'S ancient people, Israel, had just been delivered

G

by His mighty hand and outstretched arm from
cruel Egyptian bondage. They were redeemed

by blood from the last and greatest of the ten plagues

of Egypt; and were redeemed by power at the Red
Sea from the mighty hosts of Egypt, who were
utterly destroyedby the return of the waters that had
opened to let Israel pass over to the other side. Then
the praisesof Jehovah's ransomed people were heard

on the other shore—a song of thanksgiving to the
Lordfor the mighty deliverance he had wrought for
them in saving them from their mighty foes—the
first song in the Scriptures being sung on the morrow
of the completed redemption from Egyptian slavery.
So Christianity is the only religion that has a song of
thanksgiving, for it alone knows redemption from
sin's guilt, power, and. presence. They are now in the

wilderness,on their way to the promised land, and
God meets their physical need by sending the manna.
" He gave them

bread from Heaven
to eat." Yea, " Man did eat angels' food" for 40
years in the wilderness. On six days of the week (a
double portion falling on the sixth day to provide for
man's need on the Sabbath) the manna fell during
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those 40 years, and thus God spread all those years a
table In the wilderness for 3,000,000people, and it
ceased not until they entered the land of Canaan, to
eat the old corn of the land. The manna is a type of
Christ, NV
ho is the Bread of Life, " of which if a man
eat he shall live forever." His promise is: " He that
cometh to Me shall never hunger, and he that believeth
on Me shall never thirst.)' Reader, haye you come to,
and believed on, the Lord Jesus to the eternal salvation
and satisfaction of your soul.
A few days after the manna was given, their water
supply failed. Think of their difficulty. 3,000,000

people With their flocks and herds in that vast,
howling wilderness without a drop of water. Perishing

with thirst, they are powerless to create a single drop
of water. For water and for food man is absolutely
dependent on the bounty of God. And they were
journeying ai the commandment of the Lord to the
promised land when this trouble comes upon them.
Learn that the Lord's people are not exempt from
troubles ; they come to test them, and to enable them
to lay hold of and prove God's power in deliverance.
" Many are the troubles of the righteous, but the Lord
delivereth him out of them all." But Israel, instead
of rememberingthat God had met their need of food
by sending the manna, and crying to Him to send
them water, began to murmur against Moses and to
blame him for bringing them out of Egypt to kill them,

their childrén, and their cattle with thirst. They
blamed God through His servant for bringing them
into this place of difficulty, forgetting the song, the
slavery, the great salvation, and the bread He had
given them, and were so angry with their leader that
they weie ready to stone him. We fear that all that

generation did not perish in the wilderness, but that
there are many to-day who act in the same unbelieving,
fault-finding way as Israel did.
But though Israel had sinned against the Lord, and
tempted Him to destroy them for their sinful mur-
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inuring, He acts in wondrous grace towards them in
preparmg to provide them with

abundance of water
to satisfy their every need, even a river (from the
rock) to follow them all through their wilderness
journey. He commanded Moses to take the Rod of
Judgment in his hand, and in the presence of the
Elders whom he should take with him, smite the rock
in Horeb (on which rock Jehovah was to Stand) and
water would come out of it in such abundancetha(
all the people might drink. Moses, in obedience to
the divine command, and in sight of the Elders, smote
the rock and immediately the living waters flowed
forth so abundantly that the need of man and beast
was fully met. In this story we have a wonderful
type ot Christ, the Water of Life, for St. Paul tells us
" They drank of that spiritual rock that followed
them, and

that rock was Christ."
Shall we now look at some of the wonderful Gospel
lessonsin this old typical incident in the wilderness.
(1) Salvation begins in thé heart and purpose of God.
It was God Himself Who planned salvation for thirsty
Israel and for guilty man. Both Israel and mankind
merited judgment, but God dealt with them in grace.
It was God's love for sinners that moved Him to give
His only begotten Son to die for them, and for their
salvation. Remember that God does not love the
sinner because Christ died for Him, but Christ died
for sinners because God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son." God purposed to save
the penitent sinner by the sacrificial work of His only
Son, therefore He sent Him to die on Calvary as a
ransom for many. (2) In the rock in Horeb, we see
Jehovah, the Rock of Ages, typified. We hear him
identify Himself with the Rock. But in Jehovah's holy
righteous Person, there is no water for a thirsty, or
salvation for a guilty people. ' He can by no means
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clear the guilty." (3) The Rock that speaks of Christ
was a ''bed-rock," almost hidden in the desert sands,
4

speaking to us of Christ coming to earth in humiliation, with the law of God engraven on His heart, and
dwelling amongst men in lowly grace. " Ye know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He
was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye,
through His poverty, might become rich." So poor
did He become Who was Lord of all, that He had not
where to lay His Head in the world He had made,
and on one occasion, when every man went to his
own house, He, the homeless wanderer, went to spend
the night on the Mount of Olives. He was born in a
borrowed manger, and buried in a borrowed grave,
and all the days of His life between were spent in
poverty. Yet in His poverty, example, or humiliation,
there is no salvation for lost sinners ; He must touch
the very depths of poverty in the cursed death of the
cross before we could be made rich. (4) The rock
must be smitten by the

Rod of Judgment
before the living waters could flow out of it. So in
order that salvation might be procured for guilty
sinners in a righteous way, the Lord Jesus, the Rock
of Ages, must be smitten by the Rod of Jehovah's
righteous judgment on Calvary's cross. There He
was wounded for the transgressions of His people, He
was bruised for their iniquities, the chastisement of
their peace was upon Him, and healing comes to them
through the stripes He (their Substitute and SinBearer) bore. Yes, on Calvary's cross Jehovah laid
on His sinless Son the iniquities of all His people,
and o'er His sinless soul there swept the waves and
billows of Jehovah's wrath against His people's Sins.
In that awful hour He was forsaken of His God, and
then was fulfilled the prophetic word of old, " Awake,
O sword, against My Shepherd and against the Man
that is My Fellow, saith the Lord of Hosts, smite the
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Shepherd." I le xvas smitten in order that the living
waters of salvation might flow forth from His pierced
side,bringing pardon, peace, and eternal life to all
who accept Him as therr Saviour. (5) The rock was
smitten at Calvary once for all, and from the glorified
and risen Saviour the living waters flow forth for the
salvation of every one who is willing to be saved in
God'sway and on God's terms. Even on the day He
died, the penitent thief was saved on the cross beside
Him, and the centurian beneath the cross drank of

salvation's river; and when the Holy Spirit was

given, on one day 3,000 souls were saved, and
multitudes all down the ages have drunk of the water
of life to their eternal salvation. Are you a guilty
sinner, conscious of your need and thirsting •for salva-

tion? Then stoop and drink of the living waters.
'cWhosoeverwill let Him take the water of life
freely."

CHAPTER 11.

The Water of Life.
N our first chapter, we considered the wondrous story

of God's grace to Israel in the provisiqnof bread
to satisfy their hunger, and water out of the smitten

rockto satisfy their thirst. Typical of Christ, the

Bread and Water of Life, Who can satisfy the spiritual
hunger and thirst of all who come to Him. The rock
in Horeb, even the bedrock in the desert sand,.typified
Christ the Rock of Ages and Christ in Humiliation as
a man upon the earth. But there was no salvation for
guilty sinners or water for thirsty souls in the living
Christ or the unsmitten roclc. So the rock had to be
smitten by the rod of judgment before the waters came
forth, and Christ was smitten by the rod of Jehovah's
righteous judgment on Calvary before salvation flowed

forth as a mighty river to satisfy the needs of guilty
sinners, When the rock was smitten " once " by the
rod, then the waters came forth and there was abund-
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ance for all.

That was the proof that the rock needed

not a second smiting. So when the Lord Jesus died
on Calvary and salvation's river began to flow forth
for guilty sinners, God proved that the sacrificial work
of His Beloved Son had met every claim of His throne,
and every need of the sinner, by raising Him from the

dead and seating Him at His own right hand in

heavenly glory. That work is so perfect and so complete that it needs neither addition or repetition. Are
you satisfied to rest your soul for eternity on that
finished work alone, or are you trying to improve that
work by adding to it something of man's or your own

devising? Rememberthat Once in the end of the

ages He appeared to put away sin by the Sacrifice of
Himself," and having done it " He is sat down on the
right hand of God." Why is He sat down? Because
the work of Sacrifice is complete. and needs not to be

repeated or added to. Then rest your soul on His

finishedworkand enter into the peace and rest He gives.

Let us look again at the smitten rock in Horeb.

Immediately the rod of judgment smote 'it the

Waters flowed forth
for all the thirsty multitudes of Israel to drink. So
from a smitten Saviour salvation flows forth as a

mighty river that whosoever will may come and drink.
From that smitten rock there flowed rivers of water
suffcient to meet the needs of all the people. But none
were compelled to drink it. But we read of none of
Israel's Fons who were so foolish as to refuse that water

and perish in the wilderness. It was either drink the
water out of the smitten rock or perish of thirst. All
Israel drank and lived.

So God has provided salvation

for all men, by the death of His Son. Yet He forces
His salvation on no one. You will

not be compelled
to become a christian; you have a free will which
you can use in accepting or rejecting Jesus Christ as
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your Saviour. To neglect God's salvation in this day
of grace is to put yourself into the same company as
the Christ rejector. Remember it is drink or die.
Salvationthroughfaith in the sacrificial work of the

Lamb of God, or the lake of 'fire for all eternity.
There is only one way to God, one door into

salvation, one way of escape from an eternal hell, and
that one way and door is a.crucified and risen Christ.
The water that flowed from the rock

cost Israel nothing.
Godprovidedit through the smiting of the rock, and
theyhad only to stoop and drink. So. salvation is
offered" without money and without price " to men as
a gift. It is not therefore æcheap salvation, for God
has purchased it for His people at infinite cost. It cost
GodHis Son, and it cost Jesus Christ the awful sorrows,
sufferings,smitings and sin-bearing of Calvary. Call

it not cheap,but proclaim it as free, for He against
whomwe sinned paid the debt in His own precious
Bloodon the cross, and He now invites the sinner to
believeon Him and be eternally saved.

Any who refused to drink from the abundant waters
flowing from the smitten roclc perished of thirst in the

sightof waters that satisfied the thirst of millions;
and those who refuse or neglect God's salvation will
perisheternally in the very sight of that Sacrificethat
would have availed for their salvation even as it avails
for the salvation of all those who come in living faith
and rest their souls on its completed work.

Reader, how shall you escape if you neglect so great

salvation? No. " There is none other Name under
Heaven given among men, vv'herebywe must be saved."

Then flee to Christ without delay. Accept Him as
thy Saviour, and confess Him as your Lord.

THE sMITTEN ROCK.

CHAPTER 111.

The Exalted Cliff spoken to in the Presence of

the Rod of Resurrection.

HEN Israel came out of Egyptian bondage into
the wildernesson their way to the Promised
Land, Jehovah provided them with bread from
Heaven to satisfy their hunger, and water from the
smitten rock to quench their thirst. Both the manna
and the water from the rock are notable types of the
Lord Jesus Christ in His wondrous love and grace.

W

Think of the many types in the old testament—

personal and redemption types—as Adam and Eve,
Joseph, the Brazen Serpent, the Tabernacle, and the
Sacrifices, all' pointing forward*to the sacrificial work

of Calvary and teaching us that Calvary's sacrifice
was ever beforethe heart and in the purpose of God,

and He appointed these types—which are figures of
Christ, the great Anti-type, and shadow forth His

work—to show to Israel and to us His wonderful
purpose of grace in the way by which He would
bring His banished people home to Himself; and
as we look back at these types from the standpoint
of completed redemption, we can learn much of what
Godtaught His saints of old in anticipation of the
c' One " Sacrifice of Calvary, much that we would fail
to notice if we had only the New Testament to guide
us. For example, the inner personal experiences of the
Lord on Calvary, when Jehovah's waves and billows
went over I-lis sinless soul, and man's mockery, cruelty,
and scorn afflicted His holy body, are scarcely men•

tioned in the Gospels,but in the prophetic Psalmswe
have a wondrousrevelation of the Lord's personal
experienceson the cross, as in Psalms xxii. and Ixix. ;
while in the Psalms we. have also many prophetic
words which were fulfilled at the cross of shame.
What a wonderful Book that could foretell over a
thousand years beforehand what manner of death the
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Lord should die, how they should pierce His hands
and feet, cast lots for His garments, even foretelling
the very words that He should utter in His cries to
His Father.
now come to a scene in Israel's history at the
close of their wilderness wanderings, when the people
were again in danger of perishing through•thirst.
Have they learned from their previous experienceof

murmuringand deliveranceto trust in the Lord?
Ah ! no. Though the fathers have perished in the
wilderness through unbelief, the children follow in
their footsteps blaming Mosesand Aaron for their
present troubles.

The servants of the Lord leave the

assembly,go to the door of the Tabernacle,and as
they fall on their faces before Jehovah, the Lord's

glory is manifested to them, and they are commanded
to take the rod (not of judgment, but of resurrection),
gather the whole asseqlbly together, and

speak to the rock
beforetheir eyes, and the rock would give forth his
water so that all Israel might drink and be satisfied.
Mosesand Aaron obeyed the Lord in taking the rod,
but disobeyed Him in speaking to the people as
rebels, proclaiming their own power to fetch water
out of the rock, and in smiting the exalted cliff
instead of speaking to it as the Lord had commanded
them. No doubt the Lord met the people'sneed and
honoured His servants in giving water, though the
rock was smitten, yet so grievous was their sin and
unbelief in smiting the rock that the Lord declared
that they should not have the honour of leading Israel
into the Promised Land. Let all beware of limiting
Jehovah's power, or

failing to magnify the finished work of
Calvary.
Shall we learn some of the lessons of this wonderful

scene—
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(1) 'l'he first contrast between this miracle and the
first smiting of the rock is in the

different rods that were used.

NVhenthe rock was to be smitten, it was the rod of

judgment which was used—the rod which had smitten
the waters, turning them into blood, and then smitten
the Red Sea, bringing it back in judgment on Israel's
foes. But when the rock was to be spoken tp in order

that it it might give forth waters of blessing to the
people, it was the rod of resurrection that was in the
hand of Moses—thedead rod that had budded and
brought forth almonds, proving Aaron's right to the

priesthood, as chosen of Jehovah, and typical of Christ

as the risen and glorified Lord sending forth the Holy
Ghost.
(2) In the first miracle it was the Elders alone who

beheld the smiting of the rock. but

the whole assembly
were called to witness the greater miracle of the

water flowing from the rock at a spoken word, in the
presenceof the rod of resurrection, teaching us that
while there were only a few believing witnesses of
the Lord's sufferings (the little group around the
cross), the whole assembly in Jerusalem witnessed and
shared in the descent of the Holy Ghost from the risen
and glorified Lord on the Day of Pentecost.
(3) When salvation from sin's awful judgment was
to be procured, the rock had to be smitten once by the
rod of Jehovah's righteous judgment before the •svaters
of salvation could flow forth for the salvation and
satisfaction of lost sinners. But when the Holy Ghost
came from Heaven to form the Church and indwell
every believer, the rock was not smitten—that was
done once for all on Calvary—it was spoken to by the
disciples, who for ten 'days before the coming of
the Spirit

waited and prayed

(i.e.,spoke to the Rock) to the exalted and glorified
Lord, and in answer to their prayers the promise of
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the Father was given by the Son, and never again do
"

we read of saints in Scripture waiting or praying for
the Holy Spirit. YVhy? Because I-le is always with

the Church ånd in the saints.
For the Lord Jesus speaking of His Coming as the
Comforter said, The Father shall give you another
Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever;
even the Spirit of Truth—He dwelleth with you, and
shall be in you. And St. Paul writing to the carnal
Christians at Corinth says, "What? Know ye not
that your body is the Temple of the Holy Ghost which
is ili you, which ye have of God " and writing to the
Romans, he clearly shows that to be destitute of the
Holy Spirit is to be a Christless unsaved person " If
any man have not the Spirit of Christ', he is none of
His." Every believer is born of the Spirit, indwelt,
sealed, and baptized with the Spirit and might•be
filled with the Spirit if they would only be willing to
be emptied of self.
(4) In the first scene it was the bed rock almost
hidden in the desert sands—picture of Christ in

humiliation coming down to earth to •do the will of

God and to die as the Substitute of His peopleon

Calvary's cross of shame and judgment—that was
smitten,but in the secondsceneit was

the exalted cliff
—pictureof Christ in Heaven exalted, glorified, and
seated at God's right hand, the giver of the Holy
Spirit—that was spoken to. The waters of salvation
flowed from the smitten bed rock, but the Holy Ghost
came as water to be in the believer from the exalted
cliff. He is a well of water springing up unto everlasting life, and rivers of water should flow out trom
the saint (who is indwelt by the Spirit) from day to
day for the blessing of all those with whom he comes
in contact. " He that believeth on Me . . . out of
his belly shall flow rivers of living water " (but this
spake He of the Spirit which•they that believe on
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should receive) and they that believed on I lim
did receive the Spirit after His death and resurrection
when Jesus was glorified, and all saints are now
indwelt by the Holy Spirit. The Psalmist speaks

of
two rivers in Psalm 78, " He clave the
rocksin the wilderness and gave them drink as out of
great depths (i.e, from the smitten bed rock), He
brought streams also out of the rock and caused
waters to run down like rivers (i.e., the waters run
down like rivers from the exalted cliff). What a
wonderfulpicture of the cross work of our blessed
Lordand the giving of the Holy Spirit by the One
Who had perfectly met all the claims-of God against
His people and now is seated in glory as their

Representative,Advocate, and High Priest.
(5) In he first scene Moses obeyed the Lord in
smiting the rock " once," and the waters came forth,
satisfying the people's need. So Christ's finished
work, never to be repeated or improved, provides
salvation for every sinner who will come and take it.
But ih the second scene,

Moses disobeyed the Lord,

and spoiled the type though his action could not
affect the •anti-type. He smote the rock which
represented the risen and glorified Lord, and God
showed His awful displeaspre at his action by shutting
him out of the Promised Land, and depriving Him of
the great honour of leading Israel's hosts into Canaan,
teaching us that God will never tolerate aught which
would even suggest that His Son's sacrificial work is

not complete, perfect, final, and eternal. What is
your altitude to the Lord's work? Are you resting
on it alone for salvation.

May the consideration of these old Testament
typical scenes and their lessons give to both writer
and readera deeper fuller appreciation of the sacri-

ficial worlcof Calvary and of the presence and pmver
of the Holy Spirit.
J. H. MCCORMICK.
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