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Laying Hold of 

God’s Purpose in My Life. 

~—<—   

“AND I said, ‘ Who art Thou, LORD?’ And 
He said, ‘I am JESUS Whom thow perse- 

cutest. But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I 
have appeared unto thee FOR THIS PURPOSE :— 
To make thee a minister and a witness both of these 
things which thou hast seen, and of those things in 
the which I will appear unto thee ; delivering thee 
from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom 
now I send thee, to open their eyes, and | to turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
unto GOD, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, 
and inheritarice among them which are sanctified by 
faith that is in Me,’ Whereupon, 0 King-Agrippa, I 
was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision.’’ 
Acts 26. 15-19. 

“T press on, ifalso 1 MAY LAY HOLD OF THAT 
FOR WHICH ALSO I WAS LAID HOLD OF BY 
CHRIST JESUS.’’—Phil. 3. 12—(as given in the 
margin of the “ Newberry Bible *’). 

“Thou hast fully known my... purpose.’’— 
2 Tim. 3. 10. 

(The reader will better grasp the message of this 
booklet if he will also read Acts 9. 1-22; 22. 1-21; 
26. 1-20; 1 Cor. 15.8; 2 Cor. 4.63 Phil. 3. 4-14; 
1, 21). 

Before reading this little heart to heart talk, will 
you, dear reader, kneel and pray that the message 
contained in this booklet, may reach your heart
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with a blessing from the ONE this booklet secks to 
magnify t Seek to find in it a message for YOUR 
OWN HEART first, then seck to pass on the 
message to others. 

What was the grand secret in Paul’s life ? 

Do you not feel your very soul stirred to admir- 
ation whenever you get at the heart of things in the 
consecrated life of the Apostle Paul? Have you not 
felt both enthused and condemned as you have read 
of his wholehearted love, and of his single eye for 
the glory of the ONE Whom he so closely followed ? 
And has not this raised in your heart a deep longing 
to know, experimentally, the underlying secret of 
that wonderful life 2? And indeed it was a wonderful 
life, for it is the outstanding illustration of the 
transforming power of the grace of GOD in a man. 
Paul tells us himself that this grace was bestowed 
upon him exceedingly abundantly: and gladly he 
admitted that all he was, he owed to that grace 
which pardoned him the persecutor, and made him 
a willing captive in the chains of love, the great 
trophy of the ONE Who, loving him unto death, 
had made him love. Paul’s life was also the out- 
standing illustration of fellowship with the sufferings 
of CHRIST. Consider how great things he suffered 
for His Name’s sake. And yet in.all his more abund- 
ant labours, with all his manifold sorrows, we find he 
ever had a joy so deep that no inner prison could 
stop his praises, nor could any affliction, added to 
the bonds of long imprisonment, stay his rejoicing. 
And even though the Roman executioner might 
seem to cut short that devoted life with untimely 
death, yet the fact is that his life and letters are 
to-day influencing more millions than ever hefore; 
and that too,despite the fact that nearly two thousand 
years have intervened, and, that we have but four
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teen of his letters, and but one short history, of 
merely parts of his life. What then was the secret 
of a life so wonderful, so fruitful, and so GOD-hon- 
ouring as this? And —— what is still more import- 
ant, can we have the same secret, operating in our 
lives to-day ? 

A Heavenly Vision. 
Perhaps in no other incident in the whole of Paul’s 

career, did his life secret, come out so clearly, as when 
he was permitted to speak for himself before King 
Agrippa and Bernice, his excellency Governor 
Festus, the chief captains and principal] men of the 
city of Cesarea., Facing the great pomp of that 
august assembly, and addressing the King. he told 
them that he had simply been obedient to a heavenly 
vision, That vision was twofold. He had seen 
SOMEONE and something that. had. changed his 
whole life. The PERSON Whom he had seen in 
that heavenly vision, had captivated his heart. The 
thing that he then saw, had shaped his life. He 
had” seen a PERSON Whose glory was ahove the 
brightness of the noon-day sun. ONE Who could 
be none other than the LORD of GLORY, and Who 
therefore must be His. LORD, and his GOD. In 
the sudden revelation of that heavenly vision, to 
his blank astonishment, he had learned that the very 
ONE Whom he, in his i ignorance and unbelief, had 
thought to be but the despised and rejected JESUS 
of Nazareth, was actually that glorious LORD Who 
had thus spoken to him from the excellent glory. 
GOD had shined right into his heart, giving him the 
light of the knowledge of His Own glory in that 
face that had looked upon him from heaven. To 
his inexpressible horror, he discovered that all his 
religious hate, and that all his excessive zeal had 
been expended against that very ONE Who was 
the one and only HOPE of Tsracl, their true,
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expected SAVIOUR-MESSIAH. And in that revel- 
ation he had learned, that although he was blameless 
as touching the righteousness that is in the law, yet 
was he the chief of sinners. But he had learned 
more, for he had seen too the glory of the grace that 
could so love such an one as he, as to die for him ; 
and to bear for him the awful, and yet righteous 
judgment of a- holy GOD.” He learned that that 
glorious SON of GOD »Who had Himself looked upon 
him, ‘and had spoken to him: had loved him, and 
given Himself for him. And more, he learned that 
he was forgiven and justified also through the re- 
demption effected by that death. And what was 
still more, that same glorious ONE had at once 
commissioned him to go forth with His gospel to the 
nations. Do you wonder that he shouid tell us that 
he could not see for the glory of that light? He 
was for ever blinded to the tinsel glories of this poor 
Egyptian world, (of which there was such profusion 
as he stood before the King that day). Henceforth 
the very reproach of CHRIST was, to him, greater 
riches than all-the treasures in Egypt. Henceforth 
he could count all things but loss; and even suffer 
the loss of all things, Tor the sake of having and 
knowing the glorious LORD Who had thus revealed 
Himself to him. In all his sufferings and his afflic- 
tions he could look beyond, to when he would be 
“at home ” with this his LORD; when he would be 
present: with Him Whom his soul loved. And in 
that glory which was then to be revealed in him, 
he could see a more than counterbalancing weight of 
glory, that made even his, afflictions light. Yes, 
the first part of Paul’s great life-secret was just this :- 

HE had seen the LORD, 

and that LORD had become not only the Object of 
his faith, but the Object of his undivided affections
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also, And do note this: it was no object of pity to 
which he espoused the robust and manly affections 
of his chaste love. No, but it was the very Object 
of heaven’s worship that had thus won his admiration 
and his adoration. It was ONE Whose whole past 
was glorious; for He had eternally shared the 
FATHER’S glory. It was ONE Whose whole 
earthly life was glorious in its moral perfections ‘ 
for no thought of sin had ever stained that holy mind, 
no unworthy motive had ever impelled one action or 
one word, no unholy object had ever allured those 
holy fest one step from the path of His FATHER’S 
perfect will, no sin had ever interrupted the unbroken 
communion between Him and His FATHER. He 
lived in the will of GOD, and therefore in the love 
of GOD, ever the eternal Object of the eternal love 
of His FATHER. His life was perfect and complete, 
no work was left undone, nor -was there any act to 
regret, or step to retrace, or word to recall. Mis 
triumph over sin and Satan, and over death and the 
grave were glorious. All this was attested by the 
place of supreme glory at His Own right hand 
that GOD had given Him. Such indeed was the 
glorious LORD, at Whose worthy feet Saul of Tarsus 
capitulated ; and with a full and glad surrender to 
His absolute LORDSHIP, he presented himself a 
living sacrifice, (as that which was but his reasonable 
service), to the ONE Who had actually given HIM- 
SELF for him. And could-he have done less for the 
ONE Who had done all, and borne all for him ? 
Like Job, when he saw the ONE Whom he had but 
heard of before, he loathed himself, and the filthy 
rags of his own righteousness, Like Isaiah, he saw 
His glory, and so he spake of HIM; for the object 
of our heart, will ever become the subject of our lips. 
Like Peter he was an eyewitness of His Majesty, and 
so he knew full well, that the gospel of the glory of
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the CHRIST Whom he preached, was no fable 
cunningly devised of man. And like John who, 
when he saw His glory, fell at HIS feet as one dead, 
he too took his place at those pierced feet, as one 
“whose old self- life had ended at that cross in which 
alone now he gloried. Like Stephen too, when he 
beheld that vision of the glory. of his LORD, he was 
transformed into the same image, by the SPIRIT 
of the LORD, and was renewed in knowledge after 
the image of HIM Who had created him. Hence- 
forth this ONE, now his LORD and SAVIOUR, 
was the Life of his life, the Object of his faith, the 
Righteousness of his soul, the Peace of his heart, 
the Theme of his preaching, his .Hope, his Prize, 
his ALL. His whole outlook on life was changed. 
Everything now must be valued by its relation to 
this his glorious LORD. Auything, however much it 
might appear to be gain, was sheer loss to him, 
if it would rob his soul at all.of the presence, or 
obscure the glory of this his LORD. CHRIST now 
was the one STANDARD by which all the interests, 
and the values in his life must be weighed and meas- 
ured. And dear reader this must be the secret of 
your life too. Will vou not now, like Moses Pray, 
“<T beseech Thee shew me Thy glory.” To-day, 
of old, it is only the one who sees JESUS crowned 
with glory and honour; who can truly turn the back 
on this world, who can be the living sacrifice, who 
can worthily speak of HIM, and who can be the 
worshipper at HIS feet. Let us solemnly remember 
that we are missing the best in our lives, unless we 
can truthfully say with others of old, ‘‘ We have 
seen the LORD.” Let us remember too that 
“© Another COMFORTER” has come to make this 
possible and actual, even as alone we read the Word, 
or together gather around our LORD, as 2 Cor. 3 18 
and John 15. 26; and 16. 14, 15 clearly teach,
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«¢ | have appeared unto thee for this purpose.”’ 
And on the day of that heavenly vision, Paul 

learned another lesson, It was true that up to that, 
time he had indeed lived in all good conscience, 
verily as he thought was right, and as he thought 
he ought to do. Yet now he saw his life as a huge 
mistake, He had been. working out his own little 
plan—a plan that went right against the purposes. 
of GOD. Now the LORD tells him’ that HE has a 
purpose concerning his life, and Paul learns that. 
there is a Divine plan for his life,in a Divinely ordained 
path. For in that heavenly vision he was allowed 
to see what his life should be, and what, by the grace: 
and power of GOD, his life could be. He, Who in 
grace had thus stopped him on his downward road, 
had laid hold of him, had taken him in hand, to 
“make ’’ him both His minister and His witness. 
Even as the potter lays hold of the clay, takes it 
in hand, to fashion it into a vessel unto honour meet 
for his use, so the LORD had laid hold of him. How 
those words must have burned in his awakened 
heart, “‘ I have appeared unto thee for this purpose.” 
Surely these words of his LORD were in his mind 
as, long afterwards, he wrote to the Philippians: 
that: ‘“‘he pressed on, if also he might lay hold of 
that for which also he was laid hold of by CHRIST 
JESUS.” He recognised that His LORD had laid 
hold-of him for a glorious purpose. He not only 
had the transforming vision of the glory of his LORD, 
but also he saw what his life might be, and would 
be, if he Jaid hold of the Divine purpose in his con 
version. It was not only the Divine purpose to save 
him from hell, nor was it only to secure heaven for 
him ; but it was also to put upon him, here below, 
the high and holy dignity and honour of being the 
divinely ordained, and accredited minister and 
witness of that incomparably glorious LORD, Who,
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with such gracious purpose, had laid hold of him. 
Let us prayerfully consider some of the phases of 
christian life revealed to Paul in that heavenly 
vision. 

*¢ | will appear unto thee.’’ 

It.was to be a life in the which that glorious LORD 
would further reveal HIMSELF to him. How these 
words must have awakened in his soul, hopes of 
visions of His glory, even this side the gates of 
pearl. His path was to be as the shining light that 
shineth more and more unto the perfect day. How- 
ever much he knew of the glory raid the beauty, of 
the power and the grace of his LORD, there were 
greater heights, and depths, and breadths yet before 
him to explore. Dear reader lay hold of this: your 
LORD has but “begun ’’ to shew you His glory. 
Reach forth therefore unto this that lies yet before 
you here below, this deeper, fuller, richer knowledge 
of His glorious PERSON. And as you thus lay 
hold, and reach forth, you shall ever be discovering 
that you have a far more glorious LORD to serve, 
and a far more glorious SAVIOUR to proclaim, than 
ever you thought when you first began to lay hold 
of His purpose in your life. As of old, HE a hews 
HIMSELF “ again” to His disciples, compare 
John 21. 1 and Psalm 27. 4. 

** Delivering thee.’’ 

It was part of the Divine purpose concerning 
Paul’s life that there should be, over and around it, 
@ special providence that should overrule all things 
for his good. For now his FATHER was the ONE 
Who worked all things after the counsel of His Own 
will. Therefore, as the inevitable consequence, all ° 
things worked together for his good; seeing that he 
was one who was called according to that ] purpose. 
Man might indeed put him in chains, and send him
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@ prisoner to Rome; but even so, these very things 
turned out for the furtherance of that Gospel, for 
which he lived. How could it be otherwise under 
such circumstances as were his, for His circumstances 
were ever in the hand of his Heavenly FATHER. 
And dear reader, if you are indeed a true child of 
GOD, you too are called according to that same 
purpose, that He shall, in His gracious power, deliver 
you also from all that seems against you. For your 
times, your circumstances, are in that same hand. 
And even when men shall think evil against you, 
and seek to do it; you shall find that HIS thoughts 
are of peace towards you, and not of evil; and, 

that HE means it unto good. Yes, you can well 
afford to look the unknown future of your earthly 
life full in the face, and say: ‘‘ Well I know the 
heart that planneth, nought but good for me.” 

‘© Now I send thee.” 

Once Paul, with earnest soul, had started out with 
authority and commission from the chief priests at 
an earthly Jerusalem: Now, O the wondrous thrill 
of it! his commission is from the risen LORD in 
glory. Henceforth he was a man sent from the 
LORD in heaven. He was now indeed His Apostle, 
His sent one. He was to go forth with this Divinely- 
Royal commission, invested with the highest possible 
authority. What dignity was his, commissioned 
thus from high heaven, by the very LORD of heaven. 
And if so sent, and so commissioned, he assuredly 
went not at his own charges. Out of those riches in 
glory, the inexhaustible resources of the throne 
of His GOD and FATHER, all his needs would most 
certainly be fully supplied. Nor would he ever be 
sent on any fruitless errand, that word, with which 
he was now so solemnly entrusted, would, without 
one shadow of doubt, accomplish that whereunto
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His GOD sent it; and sent him with it. Wherever 
he should sow such incorruptible seed it would bear 
fruit. Lay hold of this dear reader, you too, as His 
own servant are sent, sent by your risen LORD. 
As truly as He Himself was sent into this world by 
His FATHER, so truly has HE sent you. And 
HE Who thus sent you, is with you even all the 
days; and you too are not sent at your own charges, 
He will certainly be responsible for the expense of 
all His commissions; and you can depend upon it, 
that whatsoever you shall spend in His interests 
and His work, when He.comes again, He will repay. 
And He is renowned for paying extraordinarily good 
interest on any loan that we may be permitted to 
make Him. Has the truth of this laid hold of you? 
Does it not thrill your soul to know that you are, 
in very déed, commissioned by Him, sent back into 
the world as His ambassador ; into that world from 
the doom and spirit of which He Himself rescued 
you by giving Himself for your sins? Yes, dear 
child of GOD, you too are sent by Him into that 
very world which cast Him out, and crucified Him. 
You are commissioned to take to it His Word of 
reconciliation. ay hold of this, and let this truth, 
this fact, lay hold of you: He Himself sends you, 
He Himself is with you, He Himself is responsible 
for His Own work. Then go in this thy might 

‘6 To open. . ..to turn. . . that they may 

receive.’? 

What a vision of life this was! Not alone was 
Paul to enter heaven, He should be instrumental 
in leading multitudes to CHRIST, and to share that 
heaven with him, His life was to be spent in opening 
the eyes of the spiritually blind, in turning souls 
from the darkness of sin to the marvellous light of 
His LORD; and from the slavery of Satan to the
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glorious liberty of the children of GOD. He should 
see souls receive the pardon of their sins, and enter 
into that glorious inheritance procured for them at 
infinite cost by his SAVIOUR-LORD. He should 
see them brought into fellowship and union with all 
the host of the sanctified through faith in CHRIST. 
Such was ufe according to the Divine purpose con- 
cerning Paul. He was indeed to be the bearer of 
glad tidings, even the evangel of His LORD and 
SAVIGUR. This he was to prove, by a glad experi- 
ence, to be the very power of GOD unto ‘salvation, 
to everyone that believeth. And so sure was this 
temedy which he was to carry to a sin-sick world, 
that he would never be ashamed of it; but at the 
very palace of the world’s Metropolis, be ready to 
proclaim it even there. From the day they heard it, 
and knew the grace of GOD in truth, that Word of 
the truth of the Gospel which he bore, would bring 
forth fruit. And dear reader, this is the heavenly 
vision of what your redeemed life should be ; and 
of what it can be, and of what it shall be if you do not 
miss His purpose for your life. Has this truth laid 
hold of you? Have you laid hold of this, this for 
which in very deed CHRIST did lay hold of you; 
when in sovereign grace, He arrested you on the road 
to hell, saved you, and commissioned you as His 
ambassador, and shewed you what your life could 
be by His sufficient grace’? 

‘6 | was not disobedient.’’ 

Here lies the secret of the whole matter: Paul 
was not disobedient to the heavenly vision. At once 
he obeyed, and began to simply work out the Divine 
plan, and to fill in the Divine outline of his life shewn 
hira in that heavenly vision. Will you dear reader 
now, alone with your LORD, seek His grace to truly 
Jay hold of that for which HE, in amazing grace,
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laid hold of you? Be not at rest about this until 
you can truthfully say: ‘‘ My purpose in life ig. 
that His purpose concerning me. shall be fulfilled; 
His Purpose is my purpose.’’ 

H. E. MARSOM. 

6, Widcombe Crescent, 
Bath.
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