


FOREWORD 

This Volume has been especially prepared and written 
to give the average Man and Woman,-" The Man in the 
Street "-as they are so often called, a simple, sane, straight
forward explanation of the "Course of Events" affecting 
the government of this world ; especially with a view to 
present conditions and future possibilities. 

It will, of necessity, be essential to ·refer back a little, 
to see the "Course of ·Events" down the stream of time, 
but all technical and theological phraseology will be studi
ously avoided, and everything set· forth in as clear a style 
as possible. 
. Let me make it quite clear, however, that it will also be 

essential to refer frequently to various passages of Scripture ; 
for in this unstable world, the only sure source of true know
ledge in these matters, must come ,frQm God Himself; and 
the only means of ·ascertaining this knowledge is from the 
Bible, which has proved its worth and reliability, by standing 
the supreme test of TIME. No other record exists to-day 
so OLD as the Bible, and yet its FACTS remain unchallenged. 
We are therefore wise to heed its precepts and commands, 
and foolish in the extreme to dismiss its teachings without 
serious thought and consideration. 

With this straight-from-the-shoulder introduction, I ask 
my reader to peruse the following pages in the same honest 
and unbiased frame of mind as a seeker after Truth ; and 
I am persiiaded that, if such a course ·be adopted, you will 
not fail to learn something of real help and assistance, 
regarding the important matter of this world:S future, and 
your destiny and mine in connection with it. 

May the rich ·blessing of Almighty God rest upon the 
writer, and every reader of its_ pages. 

Easton, 
Woodbridge, 

Suffolk. 

G.F.V. 

November, 1944. 
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THE COMING UNIVERSAL KINGDOM 

CHAPTER 1 

" A UNIVERSAL KINGDOM IS COMING " 
. 

. -

" And there was given Him dominion, and glory, 
and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, 
should serve Him : His. dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom 
that which shall not be destroyed."-D�niel, 7, 14. 

Be it a Cresar, a Napoleon," a Kaiser or .a Hitler, none 
could have a greater or grander. ambition, or prize, than 
that described in the words quoted above. Although all 
these, and many another,• have ·striven for_ the universal 
domination that is here portrayed, and have failed miserably, 
yet here is One, to whom it is to be GIVEN, without any 
·striving, and without any oppression.

These others have failed, partly because theµ- method of 
acqutring Universal Dominion was wrong, and partly because 
they were neither qualified for, nor entitled to, this high 
honour, reserved bv the l\i1aker and Creator of this Universe, 
for the One of His choice. 

Until He shall ·come, whose right it is to reign universally 
there , can never be ; there wi11 never be, a Universal 
Kingdom ; but when His Kingdom is established, it shall be 
both Universal and Everlasting and shall never be destroyed. 

It shall be an everlasting Kingdom, sure as Jehovah's 
Throne, and shall stretch from sea to sea, and from shore 
to shore, and it will be FINAL, for it shall NEVER be 
destroyed. 

That such a Kingdom is coming, is beyond doubt; its 
duration is settled, and its laws promulgated. The one 
uncertain thing about it, as far as human· knowledge is 
concerned, is when will it begin ? Statesmen and Politicians 
have long visualised a Universal Empire, a League of Nations, 
or whatever other term they use to define it but the final 
Universal Kingdom that shall be established, will surpass 
their wildest dreams and imaginations, lor God Himself 
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hath decreed that it shall cover not only this World of ours, 
but the entire Universe, visible and invisible, and that 
nothing shall be excluded, save God Himself. (See 
Col. 1. 16) 

God hath decreed 
"That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

of things in heaven, ,and things. in, earth, and things 
under the eart4·; And that every tongue •should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father " 
(Phil. 2. 10�11). 

You and I have· already witnessed, in our lifetime, ONE 
League of Nations, and to-day know something of the power 
and strength of the so-called "United Nations," but how 
far short these come of a Universal Kingdom, is very apparent 
to us all. 

Out of the present chaos there seems little doubt but that 
some kind of unified government' will emerge, and there are 
some who believe that present events are already indicating 
the shape of things to come. 

They even go so far as 
I 
to suggest that we are already on 

the verge of a Universal Kingdom, or as they more generally 
term it, " A Better World for all." 

It behoves us then surely, as sane men and women, to 
search out for ourstlves and to enquire whether this is so; 
and to see if we have any sure ground on which to base 
such an assumption, and if so, can we expect its manifestation 
in our day and generation, or are we �o witness first worse. 
"Birth-Pangs" of the New World, than those which we 
have already seen ? 

In order then to do this, we need honestly and sincerely 
to face one or two bare facts, the first of which, .was only 
learned through bitter experience by the first, but perhaps 
the most successful, of all claimants to Universal Dominion. 

I refer to Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian Monarch. 
When Daniel of old, by the Spirit of God, revealed to him 

the meaning of the strange dream he had had, as recorded 
in Dan. 4. 1-16, he told him that pis Kingdom snould be 
sure, after he 1,lad learned the important lesson that 

"THE Heavens DO RULE" (v. 26). 
That lesson we all need to learn to-day. If ever there 

was a time when it is being' demonstrated to us, that the 
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· Power of the Heavens is greater than any of man's mightiest
weapons, surely it is to-day.

Yet if ever there was a time when men fail to recognise
that the He<1:vens DO rule, surely that also is to-day.
'But the Heavens DO rule, and rule they will, to the end. 
· Ever since D-Day, June 6th, 1944 (up to the time of

writing this MSS.), God has been showing the Nations that 
all their might and power is subversive to His Weather. 

· None but a knave could fail to see this self-evident truth.
After more than six weeks of bad weather from D-Day,
there came a remarkable change around July 25th. Just
how much the great break-through at Avranches, (which
began the greatest route in history) was dependent upon
this remarkable sudden change to fine weather, or the failure
of the first Airborne Division at Arnheim to hold their own,
because of the Weather, we have, at the ,moment of writing,
yet to hear.
'Nebucha�ezzar was given twelve month's grace in

which to repent. One wonders at times what is the limit·
of the grace and forbearance of God with the Nations to-day?

The Twelve months granted to Nebuchadnezzar of old,
seemed to be as much in vain, as the pleading of' Providence
to-day, for "At the end of Twelve months" (See Dan. 4. 30) 1

we find him in his Palace, unrepentant, and declaring in
boastful pride :

" Is not this great Babylon that I have built, by the 
might of my power and for the honour of my Majesty?" 

But God thought otherwise, and laid His Hand upon him, 
and instantly the proud Monarch became 

"As a beast, eating grass as oxen, and with hd.rrs like 
eagle's feathers, and nails like bird's claws." Dan. 4. 43. 

What he would not learn in Grace, he must learn in 
discipline and judgment. God delights to be merciful and 
gracious, and judgment is His strange work, but He will not 
keep His 

1

anger for ever, and there is a limit to His forbear
ance. What was true t_hen, is equally true to-day. May 
we then, not boast in our.own might and resources, but rather 
acknowledge in true humility, tpat the Heavens DO rule, and 

'' That the Most High ruleth in the Kingdom of men 
and giveth it to whomsoever He will." Dan. 4. 32. 
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May we all seek grace, to bear in mind that ms HAND 
is all-powerful still, and that Victory truly, " Belongeth 
unto the Lord." 

May we not have to be taught in judgment, by such severe 
methods as was Nebuchadnezzar, this verily important 
lesson. God will see to it that He is acknowledged, and 
should we fail to do so through PRIDE; He may have 
to abase us, as He did Nebuchadnezzar who, after having 
learned his lesson, publicly proclaimed, what has remained 
true all down the ages, that God 

"Doeth according to His will in the army of Heaven, 
and among the inhabitants of the Earth : and none 
can stay His hand, or say unto Him, what doest Thou ? " 

. (Dan. 4. 35).
Then he added, 

"Nbw I Neb1;1chadnezzar praise and extol and honour 
the King �f Heaven, all whose works are truth, and His 
ways judgment ; and those that walk in pride He is 
able to abase." V. 37. 

It is rather striking to note that the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, speaking in St. Paul's Cathedral at the Empire 
Day Thanksgiving Service, 1944, took for his text : 

" The most High ruleth in the kingdom of men and 
giveth it to whomsoever He will " (Dan. 4. 32). 

The Nation has therefore been truly warned, upon this 
and other occasions, by its, professed Spiritual Leaders. 

So much then for our first bare fact to be squarely faced. 
Now for our second. Building upon the sure foundation 

that the "Heavens do Rule," I would draw your attention 
to the prayer which is uttered by a very large percentage 
of our fellow-rrien every week, and perhaps many times a 
week. I refer of course to the so-called "·Lord's Prayer," 
but especially to that' clause 

s, Thy Kin_gdom Come. 0 

Maybe, the very mention of this clause by itself, will 
cause my reader to pause and considel'; and to ask "Do I 
honestly pray such a prayer as this every time I repeat 
the Lord's Prayer ? " " Do I mean jt, or is it a formal 
repetition? " If the latter, then I am directly disobeying 
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the command given, when the prayer was first uttered, for 
did not our Lord say to His discipl�s upon that very occasion, 

"But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the 
heathen do : for' they think that they shall be heard 
for their much speaking ? ,,

, 
Matt. 6, 7. 

But if, on the other hand, it is not a formal repetition, 
th�n do I r�ally mean what I say? "Thy Kingdom 
Come"? If so, this volume is in keeping with your prayer. 
The fact remains, however, that with countless myriads, 
·who daily pray with their lips "Thy Kingdom Come";
in their hearts and by their lives and manner of life, they
deny their prayer, and refuse allegiance to the One whose
Kingdom they ask for, and reject the King whom they ask,
" To come." How paradoxical it all, seems, yet how much
in keeping with this paradoxical world in which we live.

Is it not also remarkable that mighty crowds will flock to 
hear Handel's Messiah, and similar Oratorio's, and countless 
myriads will "Listen in" to a play such as, "The Man 
born to be King," yet refuse to speak openly of Christ Jesus, 
or publicly confess allegiance -to His cause ? I repeat, it all 
seems so paradoxical. Again, oli the one hand, we date all 
our happenings as " A.D. ,"' " In the year of our Lord•� ; 
and on the other deny all thought that He should be King 
of our lives, let alone ·King of all the earth: 

Yet herein lies, strange as it may seem, the Key to all 
this World's troubles, and the ·true and only solution of the 
commg Universal Kingdom. Christ Jesus shall YET reign

supreme, and all will bow before Him. Of that th�re's 
not a shadow of a doubt. 

We often sing the words, but seldom realise their true 
import and significance :-

" Jesus shall reign where'er the Sun, 
Doth it's successive journeys run. 
Hi's Kingdom stretch from shore to shore 

Till Moon shall wax · and wane no more." 

I must now, however, seek to prove what, so far, may 
only seem to my reader to be a supposition, that Jesus 
Christ is the Coming King, and_ Ruler of the "Coming 
Universal Empire.

,
,
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CHAPTER 2 

ITS EARLY -HISTORY 

"Thus saith the Lord, the Heaven is ·My Throne, and 
the Earth is My Footstool: (Isa. 66. 1) 

" Sit THOU on my right hand, untii I make thine 
enemies Thy Footstool·" (Ps. 110. 1). 

These are the w0rds of Almighty God from His Throne 
above, from where the "Heavens do rule." 

Let me now briefly sketch for you the Divine plan, regarding 
this Coming · Universal Kingdom. 

We must go ·back to Abraham for its real beginning. 
To him· was given the promise that God would make of 

him a great nation, in whom all the families of the earth 
should be blessed. Gen. 12. 1-3.

As time went on this promise was expanded and developed. 
In Gen. 15. 4, the Heir to all these Promises was announced, 

and this was destined to be none other than the Messiah 
(Gal. 3. 16). 

In Gen.· 15. 8-21 the Earthly Inheritance was secured, 
by an unconditional promise. Note, not by a covenant 
between two parties, one of whom might break it (see Gal. 3. 
18-20).

That inheritance was (And the promise is yet to be fulfilled
in its entir�ty), "The Holy Land," "Immanuel's Land" 
(Isa. 8. 8), Palestine, Christ Jesus Himself being the Governor 
(Isa. 9. 6-7), and" The zeal of the Lord of hosts" its security. 

We trace the line of descent right down through Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and Judah to King David; and in 11 Sam. 7. 
12-16, we find God Himself confirming His Promise to David,
in his closing days,

"·And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep 
with· thy fathers, I will set up thy. seed after thee, which 
shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his 
Kingdom. 

'' He shall build an house for My name, and I will 
stabl).sh the throne of his kingdom for ever.',' 
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And we note that when David himself speaks of this laterr

he says, 
"And of all my sons (for the Lord hath given me many 

sons,) he hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon ihe 
Throne of the Kingdom of the Lord, over Israel." 

and when Solomon was made king we read that he 
" Sat on the Throne of ·the Lord as king, instead of 
David his father, and prospered; and all Israel obeyed 
h. "rm. 

In this brief survey we have the germ of God's Universal 
Kingdom; but, as in all His ways, God is never in a hurry. 
The mills of God grind slowly, but they grind extremely 
small and sure. Thus it was, that God's promises to Abraham, 
and to David, seemed at times.to be almost lost to view, and 
apparently to have gone unfulfilled, but it was not so. We 
have to pass on, right through the rest of the Old Testament 
record, and on through that 400 year gap, between the Old 
and New Testaments, before_ these promises reach fulfilment 
and fruition: But the moment we open our New Testament 
at Matt. 1, we find a startling declaration, 

" The Book of the Generation of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of David, the Son of Abraham." 

Startling did I say ? Startling indeed, and truly remark
able ! Jesus Christ-the Son of David-the Son of Abraham. 
The three essential links. A threefold cord not quickly 
broken. And upon more careful scrutiny and examination 
of this chapter we find its whole import is to prove beyohd 
doubt, that through Joseph, the husband of Mary, Jesus 
Christ was the rightful Heir to the Throne of David, via 
Solomon ; and as though this were not enpugh Luke, in his 
record inspired by the Holy Spirit, as was Matthew of course, 
traces our Lord's genealogy back, not through Joseph, 
but on Mary's side, and again prov.es that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is also the Son· of David and the Son of Abraham, 
via Nathan. · 

Thus both lines of descent are united in Christ, and his 
claims, lipeally and· legally, are fully established, to the 
Throne of David, and to the Throne of the Kingdom of the 
Lord, according to the Promise of 11. Sam. 7-16. 
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From all this there is but ONE conclusion ., and that is 
that, if Jesus Christ still lives,-and thank God He does,
any other claimant to the Throne of God's Universal Kingdom 
is a :Usurper. 

And thaf is why all have failed in the past, and all Will 
fail in the future. 

It is HIS by right, and His for ever, who declared 

" I am He that liveth and was dead, and behold I am 
alive for evermore ',' (Rev. 1. 18). 

CHAPTER 3 

'THE "STONE CUT OUT WITHOUT HANDS" 

Before we examine in detail 'the "Coming" of the King, 
and the establishment of His Kingdom, it might be well 
to recall one other Old Testament reference to this• Universal 
'Kingdom. 

Between the promise to David in 1 r Sam. 7, and the birth 
of Jesus Christ announced in Matt. 1, there are, as w_e all 
know, many prophetic utterances; but perhaps the most 
striking and significant, upon our present topic, is that 
found in Daniel 2. Here, in· another recorded dream of 
King Nebuchadnezzar, we find Dani�l interpreting to the 
king, by the power of the Spirit of God, the Divine pro-
gramme of future events. 

Its importance cannot be doubted or denied. I will not 
repeat the whole story, as it is best read, as recorded, in 
Daniel 2. 

The King had seen a great Image, with a Head of Gold, 
Breast and Arms of Silver, Belly and Thighs of Brass, Legs 
of Iron, and Feet of Iron and Clay. This, Daniel explained, 
represented World Empires. The Head of Gold was Nebuchad
nezzar himself (V. 38), the Silver represented the Medo
Persian · Empire, which followed ; the Brass the Grecian 
Empire, and the Iron and Clay, the Roman Empire in its 
varied form. This· I have dealt with very fully elsewhere, 
so I will not cover this ground again here. 
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But in his dream, Nebuchadnezzar also saw "A stone cut 
out without hands, which smote the Image upon his feet 
aJ?-d brake them to pieces:'' (V. 34) and then it goes on to say 

" Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, 
and the gold, �roken to pieces together, and became like 
the chaff of the summer threshing-floors; and the wind 
carried them away, that no place was found for them: 
and the stone that smote the image became. a great 
mountain, and filled� the whole earth." V. 35. 

This Daniel explains as follows, 

''And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven 
set up a Kingdom which shall never be destroyed : and 
the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it 
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, 
and it shall stand for ever. 

Forasmuch as thou sawest that the Stone was cut out 
of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces 
the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold ; 
the great God hath made known to the king what shall 
come to pass hereafter : and the drea!ll is certain, and· 
the interpretation thereof sure." . V. 44-45. 

From all this we cannot fail to nqtice three things. 

(1) That the God of Heaven shall set it up.
(2) That it shall never be destroyed.
(3) That it shall break and consume all other Kingdoms

and shall stand for ever.

This Universal, and all-embracing, Kingdom is �et up, 
"in the days of these kings" previously mentioned, and is 
typified by the emblem of a "Stone cut out of the Mountain 
without hands " breaking in pieces ALL other powers and 
kingdoms, whether set forth in the typical image, by Gold 
(Nebuchadnezzar) Silver, (Medo-Persian) Brass, (Grecian) 
Iron and Clay (Roman and Democratic Powers). All have 
to go before God's Kingdom, which itself becomes a great 
Mountain filling the. whole earth. (V. 35). 

Thus the Power, Majesty, and extent of the Coming 
Universal Kingdom are clearly seen to emerge from the chaos 
of all that precedes it ; and by a careful reference to our 
Lord's own words in Matt. 21. 44, we have no difficulty in 
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understanding the typical meaning of this " STONE," and 
all ,that is involved in the type. Christ Himself said : 

" Whosoever shall fall on this Stone shall be broken ; 
but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to 
powder." V. 44. 

whilst two verses earlier, He had said :-

" Did ye never read in the Scriptures, the "Stone" 
which the builder's rejected, the same is become the 
head of the comer: this is the Lord's doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes? " V. 42. 

And Peter, in Acts 4, "Filled with the Holy Spirit" (v. 8) 
.speaking after Pentecost, said of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

"Ye rulers of the people, end elders of Israel, ... 
be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, 
.. . . This is the Stone which was set at nought of you 
builders, ·which is become the head of the comer. Neither 
is there salvation in any other;_ for there is none other 
name. under heaven, given among men, whereby we· 
must be save1/' (V. 8-12) 

Thus we see proven, that our Sa viov.r, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, is "The Stone. cut out without hands" ; and is 
destined to be the Coming World Ruler-the supreme 
monarch of the Universe, King of kings, and Lord of lords. 
Any honest and sincere reader of Scripture must cle�rly see, 
from thes� quotations, that there cannot be the slightest 
doubt that He alone fa the "STONE " of Matt. 21, and of 
Daniel 2. 
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CHAPTER 4 

" THE COMING OF THE KING " 

W� are now ready to return to our study of t]:ie '' Coming 
of the King " which we left at the close of Chapter 2, and 
later we will again bring together the "King" of Chapter 2, 
and the " Stone " of oµr last chapter, as . one and the same 
Blessed Person. 

Let us commence now with those well-known words from 
Matt. 2, 1-2. 

"Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise 
men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is He 
that is born King of the Jews? For we have seen His 
star in the East, and are come to worship Him." 

" Where is He that is BORN King of .the Jews ? " 
To qe born a King, implies Heritage. Herod himself 

knew that a King was expected about this time-one to be 
known as "The Messiah," for 

"· When he had gathered all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people together, he demanded of them 
where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, 
In Bethlehem of Judea: for thus it is written by the 
prophet, and thou Bethelehem, in the land of Juda, 
art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out 
of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my poople 
Israel." (V. 4-6.) 

This " Goo cl News " we know too, was heralded to the 
Shepherds, by the Angels sent specially from heaven: and 
the exact terms of the proclamation ·are recorded. The 
Angel of Jehovah spoke from the Glory of Jehovah, and said:-

" Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall _be to all people. For unto you is born this day, 
in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ, the Lord." 
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Thus the' good news concerned a Person, who would 
"save His People from their sins" ; (Matt. 1, 21) the Saviour, 
Whom God had anointed (Messiah), appointed, given and 
sent. 

You will remember too, of course, Pilate's question to 
Jesus in the Judgment Hall. 

"Pilate therefore said unto Him, Art thou a King then? 
Jesus answered, Thou sayest-that I am a king. To this 
end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, 
that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one 
that is of the truth heareth My voice." John 18. 37. 

It was thus, as Scripture says, in "·The fulness of Time " 
that 

"God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, 
that we might receive the adoption of sons." Gal. 4. 4-5. 

and by His lineal descent He proved that Abraham's promised 
Heir, and David's promisecLSon, also fulfilled Isaiah'? lovely 
prophecy, 

" For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given� 
and the Government shall be upon His Shoulder : and 
His Nam� _shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of His government and peace there 
shall be no end, upon the Throne of David, and upon 
His kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with j\1dgment 
and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal 
of the Lord of hosts will perform this." Isa. 9. 6-7. 
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CHAPTER 5 

"WHAT DID THE KING DO? " 

So far, we have been able to build, very clearly and simply, 
upon the statements of the Word of God alone, and we shall 
continue to do so, for it is Man's safest guide jn an ever 
changing world. It has never al�ered one word for over 
2,000 years, and still remains TRUE. 

What did " The King" do when He came, you ask ? 
Well this shall be our next consideration. 

Matthew tells us in his·Gospel, Chapter 4. V. 17. 
"From that time Jesus began to preach, arid to say, 
' Repen t : for the_ kingdom of heaven is at hand '. ". 

or as the margin reads, 
"Repent dor the Kingdom of tµe Heavens HATH 

DRAWN NIGH," 
whilst v. 23 says, 

"And Jesus went about 'all Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, and preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom, 
and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of 
disease among the peopla." , 

whilst Mark, referring to the same period is more explicit 
and says, 

"Now after-that John was put in prison, Jesus came
into Galilee preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom of 
God, and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom 
of God is at hand : repent ye, arid believe the Gospel." 
(Mark 1, 14-15.) 

whilst Luke, again �aking up the same theme, and of course 
all three inspired of the Holy Spirit of God, says 

"And He came to Naza\-eth, where He had been brought 
up : and, as His custom was, He went into the synagogue 
on the �abbath day, and stood up for to r�ad .. 
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"And there was delivered unto him the book of the 
prophet Isaiah. And whe'n He had opened the book, 
He found the place where it was written, The Spirit of 
the Lord is upoµ Me, because He hath anointed Me to 
, preach the gospel to the poor ; He hath sent Me to heal the 
broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them are that bruised, to preach the Acceptable Year 
of the Lord. And He closed the book, and He gave it 
again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of 
all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on 
Him. And He began to say unto them, This day is this 
Scripture fulfilled in your ea.rs." (V. 16-21.) 

Now just WHEN were these three statements uttered? 
By careful reference to all three in your Bible, you will 

see that they followed 
(1) Christ's· public Baptism, when the Holy Spirit in the

form of a dov� lighted upon Him, and a voice from
Heaven said "This is My Beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased."

(2) Christ's Temptation in the Wilderness, when the
Devil challenged · that declaration of Rea ven by
saying, "IF Thou be the Son of God," etc. (for upon
this claim everything depended),

All this clearly indicated that God's Son, approved of Him 
and tested in the extreme by the Tempter, had triumphed ; 
and was -henceforth to begin His public ministry to be 
further tested of man, to see if any could find fault in Him. 

Here then was "The King," publicly acknowledged by 
the One who ruleth in the Heavens to be His Beloved Son, 
the rightful Heir of tlie Universe. Later, the Holy Spirit 
declares that Jesus Christ 

"Is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of 
every creature : For by Him were all things created, 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers : all•things were created by Him, 
and for Him : And He is before all things, and by Him 
all things consist." (Col. 1� 15-17 .) 
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There can, therefore, be no doubt concerning His right to 
a Universal Dominion. 

Surely then, if the King were present, moving among 
His subjects, then the Kingdom also, must have drawn 
nigh to mankind, and was verily " AT HAND." In fact He 
Himself says in Matt. 12. 28, 

"But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the 
Kingdom of God is come nigh unto you." 

But let me explain right now, that the term" The Kingdom 
of Heaven" does not mean " Heaven" itself, but rather 
the sphere of Heaven's rule. Heaven itself is the home of 
Heaven's King, whilst "The Kingdom of Heaven," is His 
Domain, or Empire, which is Universal in its extent. The 
Church of Jesus Christ ·will be taken to Heaven, the Nation 
of Israel will form upon Earth, the centre of Christ's Kingdom. 

Here then indeed, was the Promised One,-the ''Messiah" 
for whom all the Earth had been waiting. H�re then indeed, 
was He whom Seer and Prophet •had foretold. Here surely 
was the One of whom Gabriel had said 

" He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the 
Highest; and the Lord God shall give unto Him the 
throne of His father David : And He shall reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever ; and of His kingdom there. 
SHALL BE no end." Luke 1. 32-33. 

But if such be really true, what of the reception He received? 
Did not Daniel, the Prophet, say that of "His Kingdom, 
there should be NO END," and that it should be a kingdom 
" NEVER to be destroyed ? " 

Why then did He not take His Power and Reign, and 
where is HIS Kingdom NOW, if 'it was to be an Everlasting 
Kingdom ? Surely such questions are legitimate, and only 
right and proper, you say? 

Most surely they are, and what is more, t�ey demand a 
full, clear and concise answer. For not only do Daniel's . 
words remain true, but Gabrie,1's also, and whilst Daniel 
applies them to the Emblem-" The Storie"; Gabriel fixes 
them surely as applying to none other than JESUS Christ 
Himself, the Son of the Hrghest, and affirms that " Of His 
Kingdom there shall be no end." 

Seeing that God Himself broke the silence of the Heavens 
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to acclaim this same " Jesus " as, " His Beloved Son in 
whom He was well pleased.

, 
the matter stands absolutely 

proved, beyond a shadow of doubt to any thoughtful reader, 
that He alone is the One of God's choice to be the Ruler of 
the Universe, and we do w�ll to take heed and 

" Kiss the Son, lest he be angry" with us. (See Ps. 2.) 
What then has happened and why is Jesus Christ not 

ruling the Universe to-day ? 
Well, still keeping rigidly to the testimony of the Scrip

tures, we will see I 
First, John 1. 11, tells us that 

"He came unto His Own, and His Own received 
H. t ,

,

1m no 
whilst reverting back to Luke 4, which we quoted just now, 
we find that when the King proclaimed His message in 
Nazareth, 

"All they in the synagogue, when they heard these 
things, - were filled with wrath, and rose up, and thrust 
Him out of the city, and led Him unto the brow of the 
hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast 
Him down headlong. But H� passing through the 
midst of them went His way." {28-30.) 

and a similar story is found, as you know, throughout the 
whole of the four Gospels. 

The REJECTION of the �ing, and His message, seems 
stamped upon every page. 

But why? Only the depravity of the human heart supplies 
the answer. Thank God, here and there, were the exceptions. 
We find a Mary Magdalene, and a woman that was a Sinner; 
we find a Nicodemus, or a Joseph of Arimathea; A woman 
at the well, and a leper cleansed from his disease, and count
less more who "Received Him" ; but the masses, and 
(what is more to the point) the leaders of the people-the 
Scribes, the Priests, and the Pharisees, would have none 
of Him, and their constant aim and consultations were, how 
to put Him to death and to get rid of Him. Luke 15. 1-2, 
sums matters up pretty well: 

"Then drew near unto Him all the publicans and 
sinners for to hear Him. And the Pharisees and Scribes 
murmured saying,' This Man receiveth sinners, and eateth 
with them'." 
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Let us here pause a moment or two, to recapitulate the 
ground we have so far covered. 

We have seen 
(1) That Christ Jesus is the proven Heir to the Throne of

Universal Dominion through Lineal descent as the Son
of David, and the Son of Abraham ; added to which
is the fact that He was also the Promised Seed of the
Woman, which was ·to bruise the Serpent's Head
(Gen. 3. 15), and in this we have His Deity clearly
established. We have aiso recalled the testimony of
the opened Heavens, at His public Baptism, when
God Himself declared " This is my Beloved Son in
whom I. am well please." (Matt. 3. 17.)

We have seen 

(2) That Christ Jesus is the '' Stone cut out without hands "
referred to by Daniel the Prophet, destined to destroy
all other Powers and Dominions.

Finally, we have seen 
(3) That Christ Jesus, the Promised King, has actually

COME. He was born at Bethlehem td be King, but
His Own received Him not, which automatically brings
us to our next chapter in which we shall see that those
who should have known better, because of their privileged
position and understanding, not only refused the King
themselves, as the Nation's leaders ; but sought to
persuade the multitude also to reject Him until finally
in Pilate's Judgment Hall they succeeded in their
evil purpose by getting the crowd$, as well as themselves,
to cry ''Away with Him," "Crucify Him," "We will
not have this man to reign over us."
. Thus, the King was REFUSED : and the people

for whom He came to die, and whom He came to seek
and to save, cried against Him- adding, "His blood be
upon us and op. our children."

You and I to-day, in this 20th Century, have been
witnesses of a partial fulfilment of this Judgment,
which these people called upon themselves in their
rejeGtion of their King.

But let me show you more fully and clea,rly from the 
Scriptures what the King Himself had to say about it all. 
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CHAPTER 6 

" THE KING FORETELLS HIS REJECTION " 

In an· earlier Chapfer I made reference to the fact that 
later on we would bring together "The King," and "The 
Stone," and show that they were one and the same blessed 
Person,-the Lord Jesus Cprist Himself. This I now wish 
to do,. and refer you again to Matt 21. 42, already qudted. 

" Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the 
Scriptures, The Stone which· the builders rejected, 
the same is become the head of the corner : this is the 
Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? " 

I would also like to quote again Matt. 21.44. 
" And whosoever shall fall on this Stone shall be 

broken ; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind 
him to powder.'' 

Now between these two verses is one which we have previously 
omitted, viz., verse 43, but which I now quote:-

" Therefore say I unto you, the Kingdom of God 
shall be taken· from you, and given to a nation bringing 
forth the fruits thereof." 

To some, this verse has proved a stumbling block, and in 
consequence much false teaching has arisen, but if only we 
would keep to the Scriptures themselves, we should easily 
avoid such pitfalls. 

The difficulty has come about through a mis-understaPd.ing 
as to whom the "YOU" refers to in this verse. 

" The Kingdom of God shall be taken from YOU," 

but those who heard the Saviour speak that day, were in 
no .doubt, for V.45, yery clearly says, 

" And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard 
His parables, they perceived that He spake of them," 

as indeed He did. 
And herein lies the Key to a right understanding of the 

passage. The opportunity which had been theirs, of accept-
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ing and rece1vmg the King, and entering His Kingdom, 
THEY-the Leaders of the People-had refused, and the 
King was now about to take from them their opportunity, 
and give it to others "bringing forth the fruits thereof." 
The word translated "Nation" in this verse can equally 
be translated "Peoples." It has nothing of a national 
character about it at all, but rather does it mean a people 
out of all nations whose " attitude " to the King, is of far 
more importance than their nationality by birth, and this of 
course is in full accord with all New Testament teaching, 
and in accord with what did actually take I place, and still
holds good to-day. 

Before, however, showing the connection · between these 
verses, may I draw your attention to the fact that when our 
Lord said in Verse 43, '' The Kingdom of God shall be taken 
from you," He was making it quite clear that the Kingdom 

. had by THEN at any rate, already " COME,'' else it could not 
be taken away from them. 

We see by Verse 23, of Matt. 21, that it was to the Chief 
Priests and Pharisees that Jesus was speaking, and they 
at least perceived that it was them to WHOM HE was 
referring. They were the blind Leaders of the blind. 

They, were the "Builders" who had rejected the Head
Stone of the comer, possibly in their ignorance ; and now 
the King Himself tells them plainly that the "Kingdom" 
which had DRAWN NIGH to them, should be taken from 
them, afid given to a people "bringing forth the fruits 
thereof.'' 

It was not now to be a NATIONAL matter at all, but a 
personal one. You will remember that in John 1.11, which 
was quoted earlier, it said, 

"He came unto His Own, and His Own received 
Him not." 

referring to His own Nation Israel, of whom these Pharisees 
and Elders were the representatives. 

But the very next verse (John 1.12) goes on to say, 

"But as many as received Him, to them gave He 
power to become the Sons of God, even to them that 
believe on His name." 

Confirming that the National was to give place to the 
Personal, in the matter of Salvation. 
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We will meantime however, keep to the passage under 
consideration, for we have all the evidence we need here 
to prove our point; for the Saviour Himself makes it
perfectly clear in Matt. 21, who the other "Nation ,, or
Peoples ,, are, to whom He refers, in contrast to those
" FROM WHOM " the Kingdom was to be taken. 

In verses 28-31 of Matt. 21, He tells the Parable of the 
two sons in their father's vineyard-but it may be as well 
for us to refresh our memories perhaps, so I quote in full. 

Jesus said :-
. "But what think ye? A certain man had . wo sons; 
and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to-day 
in my vineyard. He answered and said, I will not ; 
but afterward he repented and went.

" And he came to the second, and said likewise, and he 
answered and said, I go, sir: and went not. 

Whether of them twain did the will of his fathP.r? · 
" They said unto him, the first."

Having thus received their answer, and_ they had judged
aright, Jesus goes on to say :-

" Verily I say unto you, that the publicans and tht 
harlots go. into the Kingdom of God before you."

Here you see the contrast He is drawing between the 
rulers (The Pharisees) on the one hand, and the common 
people on the other. 

Then he adds, 
"John came unto you 1n the way of righteousness, 

and ye believed him not: but the publicans and harlots 
believed him : and ye, when ye had seen it, repented
not afterward, that ye might believe him." 

Could any Parable be plainer in its implication and 
application than this? Where the Pharisees had failed, 
smners had entered. Whilst they repented not, harlots 
and publicans had BELIEVED ON HIM. 

Next, He tells the Parable of the Vineyard, a�d again 
I quote, as the matter is so · important and, to any seeker 
after truth, most fascinating as well as instructive. 

"Hear another parable
,, 

: says the Saviour. "There 
was a certain househ,older, which !planted a vineyard, 
and hedged it round about, and digged a winepress 
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in it, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, 
and went into a far country. 

And when the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his 
servants to the husbandmen; that they might receive 
the fruits of it. 

" And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat 
one, and killed another, and_ stoned another. Again, 
he sent other servants more than the first: and they 
did unto them likewise." 

Thus far the Parable had been fulfilled prior to the birth 
of Christ, as 11 Chron. 36.16 shows, which is well worth 
r:eading at this point, but the Parable did not end there. 
The Saviour continued:-

" But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, 
they will reverence my son. 

" But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said 
among themselves, This is the heir ; come, let us kill 
him, and let us seize on his inheritance. And they 
caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew 
him. 

" When the lord therefore· of the vineyard cometh, 
what will ·he do unto those husbandmen? They say 
unto him, he will miserably destroy those wicked men, 
and will let out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, 
which shall render him the fruits in their seasons." 
(V. 33-41.) 

And it is the application of this Parable, especially the last 
verse, that the Saviour makes, when He says to them, 

" Therefore I say unto you, the Kingdom of God shall 
be taken from you, and given to a nation (or people} 
bringing forth the fruits thereof." 

Those who are to take the place, of the Leaders in Israel, 
are those "who shall bring forth the fruits thereof." The 
fruits of repentance and faith. 

"Who are they? " you ask. 
Well, verse 32, has already provided the answer, 

" For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, 
and ye believed him not : but the publicans and the 
harlots believed• him: and ye, when ye had seen it, 
repented not afterward, that ye might believe him." 
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Bear in mind, of course, that the expression "Harlot" 
covers all those whom the Pharisees and Scribes regarded 
as " Sinners "-those whom the Saviour said He had 

-expressly come " To Seek and to Save." Not the· self.:
righteous ones like the Pharisees, but sinners whom He was
calling ·to REPENTANCE. (See Matt. 9. 13).

Yes, John 1. 12, is indeed confirmed here 

" To as many as received HIM, _to them gave He power 
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe 
on His name : " 

and remains true, even to-day, for you and for me. 
The KEY, as to the" Inheritors" of the Coming Kingdom, 

lies HERE. 
To the Nation of Israel, as such, God had sent His prophets, 

all of whom had been ·re:fu�ed, and most of them ill-treated. 
Now, last of all, He had sent His Son ; already they had 
shown their attitude towards Him, and soon thev were to 
take Him, and cast Him out of His own Vineyard and slay 
Him, as the. Parable foretold, but� others who would 
" Receive Him," were to stand in the place of those whq 
would refuse Him, and they would bring forth to God the 
fruits of repentance and faith, which God was looking for 
and desires from those to whom He speaks. 

Now if in this Parable and record of Matt. 21, we have the 
Saviour's own prophetic utterance BEFORE the final scene 
was enacted, it is nevertheless in absolute accord with actual 
fact when it does come to pass, and thus His Divine 
Omniscience is clearly manifest. 

Here . indeed was the King Himself foretelling what was 
just about to take place, so that when it DID take place all 
should know that He was the King, and that THEY
the Leaders in Israel-had indeed refused and rejected their 
Day of opportunity. 

We are not surprised therefore, to find, that just as 
Matthew, Mark and Luke all combine ·to define when the 
Kingdom of Heaven "Drew Nigh," so they also. combine 
to confirm that the rejection of the Ki�g was the PRIME 
responsibility of the Leaders of the Nation. To this I 
would next draw your attention, and ask your special note 
of the incident recorded in c'onnection with it. 
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CHAPTER 7 

THE KING FORETELLS-HIS PLANS 

First, we will take Matthew's testimony._ 
"From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His. 

disciples how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and 
suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and� raised again the third day.

,
:, 

Matt. 16. 21. 
Mark confirms this, in Chapter 8. Verse 31. 

" And He began to teach them, that the Son of man 
must suffer mal}y things, and be rejected of the elders, 
-and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and
after three days rise again. ''

Whilst Luke says, 
" And He straitly charged them, and commanded them 

to tell no man that thing; sayjng, The Son of Man must 
suffer many things, and be rejected, of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the 
third. �ay." Lulre 9. 21-22. 

Notice how that in each ca�e special emphasis is laid 
upon the fact that He would be "rejected of the Elders

,.

and Chief Priests and Scribes" in accordance with Matt. 21. 
43-45, and, of course, the detailed account 'of the Passion in

. all ·four Gospels amply confirms that this is exactly what 
did take place. 

But we must also very carefully observe the incident at 
which this statement of our· Lord's was made. Each of 
the Evangelists agree that it immediately followed Peter's 
confession that :-

" 'fhou art 'the Christ, the Son of the Living God." 
concerning which the Saviour said 

" Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona : for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father 
which is in heaven." Matt. 16. 17. 
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This is not without significance, for it was upon· this very 
occasion that two striking utterances were made by the 
Saviour : Two " revelations " if you like, of Divine facts 
that had previously been kept "secret" by God Himself. 
The first is, that here FOR THE VERY FIRST TIME in 
the Bible, Christ speaks of " HIS CHURCH " and the second 
is, that Christ here declares to Peter that He would giv� to 
him the " Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven." 

There must, therefore, be some direct connection between 
the rejection of the King by the leaders of Israel, and the 
establishment of Christ's Church, together with the privilege 
granted Peter of possessing the Keys of the Kingdom .of 
Heaven. We there£ ore do well to pause here, and consider
a little more closely, what Christ would teach us from this 
important incident. Knowing the attitude of the leaders 
of Israel He had turned to }:Iis disciples and asked " But 
·whom say YE that I am ? "

"And Simon Peter answered and said, Tliou art the 
the Christ, the Son of the Living God." V. 16. 

This pleased our Lord, for it revealed to Him that Peter 
was receptive of the Spirit's teaching, and that he had 
received the Father's testimony that "This is My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased" ; and thus, in accord
ance· with John 1. 12, that 

"To as many as received Him to them gave He power 
to become the Sons of God," 

the Saviour goes on to say, 
"I say also unto thee, thou art PETROS-(" A 

STONE "} and upon this " PETRA " (A ROCK) (His 
confession of Christ} I will build My Church, and the 
gates of Hell shall not prevail against it." Matt. 1�. 18. 

In other words Peter, by his Faith in Christ, RECEIVED 
Him and became a CHILD of God, a living Stone in Christ's 
Church. (See Gal. 3. 26), and upon the Rock foundation of 
Christ, the Son of God, that Church would be built. 

As we well know that "Church," of which Christ here 
speaks for the first time, consists of "LIVING STONES" ; 
for Peter himself tells us this in hls Epistle; and its ROCK 
foundation is Jesus Christ, as Paul testifies by the Holy 
Spirit in 1 Cor. 3. 11. 
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"For other foundation can no man lay than that is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ." 

We note that "The Church of Jesus Christ" was not 
announced by Him, until Israel had refused their King, 
and is therefore something which, in the eternal counsels of 
God, forms an integral part of His Kingdom, and has a 
special place IN that Kingdom, unique in every way; for 
whilst the Church of Jesus Christ is NOT the Kingdom of 
Heaven itself, it forms an essential and privileged part 
of it This, rightly understood, will help ?olve many problems 
regarding the Church, and. the Kingdom, and help us to see 
each in their true perspective. For example, whilst He is 
King in the Kingdom, He is NOT King to His Church, 
but Bridegroom and Lord .. 

The other important revelation that day was, that to 
Peter was to be given the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Just when these were committed to Peter we do not know, 
but in the Acts of the Apostles we find Peter using those 
keys, and "letting in" as it ·were, first the Jews, and then 
the Gentiles, to form that unique building the " Church of 
God." 

In this connection read Acts 2. 14-17, where the Jews, 
and Acts 10, where the Gentiles, first enter. Acts 13. 38-48 
also has an important bearing on this part of our subject. 
Then read Eph. 2. 12-22, where both are seen together as 
forming one New Building. 

As this brings us to the first real mention of the Gentiles, 
as such, ·in our study of this subject, it may be wise to pause 
a moment or two here to consider their ,place· in the Divine 
programme. Invariably in the New Testament where the 
term " Gentiles " is used, it refers to all other peoples or 
Nations except God's chosen people-Israel. Sometimes the 
word " Heathen " is used instead of " Gentile," and some
times the word " Greeks " ; but whichever word is used, 
in most cases the reference is always to all Nations and 
Peoples except Israel. 

An important passage of Scripture in this connection is 
that well-known chapter in John's Gospel-Chapter IO
which te11s of the Sheepfold and the Shepherd. You will 
recall how the Saviour clearly demonstrated His fight to be 
" The Shepherd " by the fact that He had entered " The 
Fold" as none other had ever done- before Him. "He 

. 
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that entereth in by the door " He said, " Is the Shepherd 
of the Sheep. To Him the Porter openeth." 

We saw in an earlier chapter that in Jesus Christ alone 
was fulfilled the promise to Abraham and David and that 
He alone could be the promised Messi�h. On Mary's sid�, 
:as-well as Joseph's, HIS right was proven, and thus by the 
.divinely appointed " DOOR " into the Jewish Fold, the 
•Good Shepherd had come. At Jordan we see the Porter
,(John the Baptist) publicly opening that Door so that all
,could "Behold the Lamb of God which was to take away
the Sin of the World," and we hear the voice of God declaring
·" This is my Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."
.But John 10 goes on to say,

'" The Sheep he�r His voice, and He calleth His own 
Sheep by name and leadeth them out." John 10. 3. 

Note OUT, not "IN." 
The Jewish Fold, as such, was to be a thing of the past, it 

may still retain its outward form, its name, and its ritual, 
but all those within its FOLD who were the TRUE SHEEP 
,of the Shepherd would recognise the Shepherd's Voice and 
at His call would FOLLOW HIM-OUT. 

Now see this actually come to pass as the Shepherd puts 
it into effect. 

" The very next day " says John 1. 35, John is standing 
with two of his disciples when they" HEARD HIM SPEAK," 
(Verse 37), and they "FOLLOWED JESUS " (Verse 37). 
The day following (Verse 43) Jesus found Philip and saith 
unto him "FOLLOW ME." Philip findeth Nathaniel, 
brings him to Jesus and you will remember that the Saviour 
said " Behold an Israelite indeed in whom is no guile, " to 
which Nathaniel replied " Thou art the King of Israel.,, 
The Shepherd had indeed entered the fold, was calling His 
Own, and they were verily hearing His Voice and following 
Him. 

We must take note, however, that it was not all Israel 
that heard His voice, but only the INDIVIDUAL Sheep. 
The National was giving place to the Individual. 

But this was only the beginning ; there followed those 
Fishermen who were mending their nets when '' Jesus called 
them" and" they immediately left the Ship and their father, 
and followed Him." (Matt. 4. 21-22.) Likewise Matthew, 
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sitting at the receipt of Custom, and many another, right 
on to Mary at the open Tomb. 

When the Lord Jesus sc1;w Zacchaeus and invited him to 
come down from the sycamore tree, He said to him, 

"This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch 
as he also is a Son of Abraham. For the Son of man 
is come to seek and to save that which was lost/' 
(Luke 19. 6, 10.) 

However, not all the seed received Christ as their Messiah, 
but the true children of Abraham did believe in Him. The 
Lord Jesus in answer to the Jews' stc;ttement in JohI?, 8. 33 
"We be Abraham's seed," said in Verse 37, 

"I know that ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek 
to kill me, because My word hath no place in you,". 

and in verse 39, 
-

" They answered and said unto Him, Abraham is our 
father." 

u Jesus saith. unto them, If ye were Abraham's children, 
ye would do the works of- Abraham." 

Zacchaeus was indeed a child of Abraham. 
In sending out the twelve· apostles the Lord Jesus said 

unto them, 
"Go not into the way of the Gentiles ... but go 

rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." (Matt. 10, 
5, 6.) 

They were sent to "preach," saying, The Kingdom of 
-Heaven is at hand" and they were to "heal the sick, cleanse
the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils " (Matt. 10. 7. 8.)
This preaching continued until Israel as a nation rejected
the testimony of the Holy Spirit concerning the crucified1and
risen Messiah.

Yes ; He called the Sheep individually ; they followed,
and I-Ie led them OUT : Outside the Jewish Fold into a
New Order that He was about to establish. That New

. Order was to be known as His "Church," and here you seP 
the connection with what we have just previously been 
considering. For He added a little lower down the chapter, 
in John 10. 16. 
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"And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold : 
them also I must bring, and they shall hear My Voice; 
and there shall be one flock, and one shepherd." 

Other Sheep (apart from Israel)-" Gentiles "--or those 
out of. other Nations, and there was to be now ONE FLOCK 
and ONE Shepherd, for Jew and Gentile were to come 
together and form a new Unity known as the.Church of God. 

What was set forth in Parable or embryo in John 10, 
comes out in all its fulness in Paul's letter to the Ephesians, 
and both are closely linked with Peter's opening of the 
Kingdom of Heaven with the Keys committed to him by the 
Saviour Himself. Let me next quote Eph. 2. 11-22 and 
ask your thoughtful and prayerful reading of these verses 
in the light of what has just been said, bearing in mind the 
great distinction which, up to Pentecost, had existed betwe�n 
Jew and Gentile; and see how, in the Cross of Jesus Christ 
that great barrier which had always separated the Jews 
from the Gentiles (See John 4. 9) had been removed, and 
that now, God Himself was about to receive ALL who come 
unto �m thr,0ugh Jesus Christ. To-day instead of dealing 
with the nation of Israel ·as a nation, He has temporarily 
set them aside (but only temporarily) whilst they are rejecting 
their King, and the Kingdom in its fullest sense and aspect is 
in abeyance; Today, Christ is building a Church OUT OF 
all nations, Jew and Gentile alike, which is to be an habitation 
of God through the Spirit. 

But let me give you the Word of God itself. 

" Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past 
Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by 
that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made 
by hands; 

"That at that time ye were without Christ, being 
aliens from the · commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and 
without God in the world: 

"But now in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes were far 
off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 

'' For He is our peace, who hath made both one, and 
hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 
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" Having abolished in His flesh the enmity, even ·the 
law of commandments contained in ordinances; foi' to 
make in Hfmself of twain one new man, so making peace ; 

"And that He ntlght reconcile both unto God in one 
body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby : 

" And came and preached peace to you which were 
afar off, and to them that were nigh. 

" For through Him we both have access by one Spirit 
unto the Father. 

"Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household 
of God; 

"And are built upon the foundation of the apostl�s 
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 
corner stone : 

� 

" In Whom all the building, fitly framed together, 
groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord·. 

" In whom ye also are buiided together for an habitation 
of God through the Spirit." 

With this interpolation-but a very necessary one-let us 
resume our' study of the King�om itself,· and just as we have 
seen that Matt. 21 was prophetic of Christ's rejection by the 
leaders of the Nation, when it was uttered : so Matt. 16, 
was also prophetic, when it was uttered, concerning Christ's 
Church ; and He charged His disciples that they should 
tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ." (Matt. 16. 20.) 
That is-NOT YET. Christ's " HOUR" had not yet quite 
come. But as surely as the prophetic utterance of Matt. 21 
was fulfilled at the Cross, so surely was the prophetic utter
ance of Matt. 16 fulfilled at Pentecost, and onwards to the 
present day. 

31 



CHAPTER 8 

THE REJECTION-AN ACCOMPLISHED FACT 

In due course the King was officially refused. Upon 
what we call Palm Sunday 

"·Much people ... took branches of Palm trees, 
and went forth to meet Him, and cried Hosanna : 
Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the Name 
of the Lord." John 12. 13. 

You wi.11 observe, however, that in each record of this 
event, there · is no reference to the Leaders of the People 
acclaiming Him upon this august occasion: It was in 
fulfilment of the prophetic Word that Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem upon an Ass's colt as John tells us 

" And Jesus, when He had found a young ass, sat 
thereon ; as it is written, Fear not, daughter of Sion : 
behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass's colt. 

"These things understood not His disciples at first: 
but when Jesus was glorified, then remembered they 
that these things were written of Him, and that they 
had done these things unto Him." (V. 14. 15. 16.) 

But what of the Pharisees and Leaders ? 

" The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, 
Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? behold, the world 
is gone after Him." John 12. 19. 

" And some of the Pharisees from among the 1nultitude 
said unto Him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. And He 
answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these 
should hold their peace, the stones would immediately 
cry out. And when He was come near, He beheld the 
city, and wept over it, saying, If thou hadst known. 
even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong 
unto thy peace t but now they are hid from thine eyes." 
Luke 19. 39-42. 
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From then onwards they took counsel together how they 
might destroy Him until, through the treachery of Judas 
and the false witnesses, they finally achieved their purpose; 
and the four Gospels abound with evidence to show how 
the Leaders urged the people to demand His crucifixion. 
But let the evidence of Luke's Gospel suffice. 

"And as soon as it was day, the elders of the people 
and the chief priests and the scribes came together, and 
led Him into their council, saying, 

"' Art Thou the Christ? tell us.' (Luke 22. 66-67.) 
" Then said Pilate to the chief priests, and to the 

people, I find no fault in this man. 
" And they were the more fierce, saying, He stirreth 

up the people, teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning 
from Galilee to this place.' 

"And the Chief Priests and Scribes stood and vehemently 
_accused Him. 

"And Pilate, when he had called together the chief 
priests and the rulers and the people, said unto them, 
Ye have brought this mah unto me, as one that perverteth 
the people: and, behold, I,. having examined him before 
you, have found no fault in this man touching those·· 
things whereof ye accuse him : 

" And 4:hey cried out all at once, saying, A.way with 
this man, and release unto us Barabbas: 

"And they were instant with loud voices, requiring 
that He might be crucified, And the voices of them 
and of the chief priests prevailed." (Luke 23. 4-5, 10, 
13-14, 18 and 23.)

Thus the " King "-God's " King "-the '' King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords," the King of that "Everlasting 
Kingdom " Who had come to bring Peace on Earth �d 
goodwill among men was REJECTED and cast out of His 
own Vineyard,-out of the very world that He had made, 
and whilst, as we have seen, the Leaders of Israel take 
PRIME responsibility, yet all men are guilty-Jews ·and . 
Gentiles alike ; Pilate, as well as the con;imon people, for 
submitting themselves to the dominating influence of their 
wicked rulers. 
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We have to bear in mind here, however, one very import.ant 
thing, and that is that He whom Earth rejected, Heaven 
received, for upon the third day Christ Jesus rose from the 
dead, ascendeq_ to Heaven, and is NOW alive. at God's right 
hand in the Glory. 

'' Therefore let alf the house of Israel know assuredly, 
that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and Christ." _Acts 2. 36. 

Yes, this same Jesus TO-DAY sits upon the Throne of 
God in heaven, waiting until His enemies be made His 
footstool according to Divine promise (Acts 2. 35, Ps. 2. 8) 
JESUS LIVES, and His Kingdom still stands, for 'tis an 
"Everlasting" Kingdom, and of it there shall be no end. 
I would ask my reader to read very carefully Acts chapters 
2, 3, a,nd 4, and also Acts 13.- 26-52. From such Scriptures 
it is perfectly clear that Christ's Kingdom is merely 
temporarily in ABEYANCE. 
· Instead of the " Kingdom of the Heavens " being mani

fested her� upon Earth, as was intended and desired by
God Himself; the Heavens have received Him, whilst
Earth proves its incompetence to govern without its rightful
Monarch. And " until the restitution of all things " He will
remain in Heaven : but when the allotted time shall have
run its course, and the " Times of Refreshing shall have
come" Christ Jesus will come again. See Acts 3. 19-21.
Make no mistake about that. The rightful King is still
1.1pon the Throne of the Universe. The Heavens DO still
rule. We are merely awaiting God's time for Heaven's
king to take His Power and reign over His Universe.

All other claimants therefore to Universal Dominion can 
-:>nly be usurpers, and must be doomed to failure and 
destruction. This important fact should not be overlooked 
as we view the World situation to-day. 
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CHAPTER 9 

THE KINGDOM-IN ABEYANCE 

What have we to say, then, concerning Christ's Kingdom 
TO-DAY? 

What is the King doing, whilst His Kingdom is in abey
ance, and what are His purposes NOW concerning this earth ? 

In the first place He is allowing the Rulers of to-day to 
prove their impotence to rule. Man has usurped Christ's 
authority, as the Pharisees of old did when He was here 
upon earth. Man has yet to realise fully how incapable he is 
to reign in righteousness and equity ; but recent events 
have surely shown, in no unmistakable manner the heart of 
man, when power is assumed by him; and the immediate 
future will demonstrate it yet more, as we ·will show in a 
later chapter; but in this present age, whilst Christ is 
rejected and apparently silent in the Heavens, He is, as we 
saw earlier on, building a "Church" on earth, and preparing 
for it in Heaven, those Mansions of which we read in John 14. 
This Church, though part of His Kingdom, differs from it, 
in that whilst in the Kingdom Christ comes to reign, in the 
Church those who form it, COME TO CHRIST. To-day, 
He calls us OUT from this world and its associations, into, 

· fellowship with Himself.
When He comes back to reign, all Nations will gather to, 

Him ; But whilst He is in rejection, we are INDMDUALLY. 
called to share in His rejection. That is why this present 
period of time, this period whilst the Kingdom is in abeyance, 
is different from all others. 

That is why men and women to-day who follow Christ 
are called upon to live a life of separation from the World. 
Because He is cast out, we take a similar place. 

Because He is hated, we must expect to be likewise hated ; 
because He is despised, we shall be; and thus this present 
time is altogether different from that which shall be when 
Christ reigns supreme. You will thus also see why 
"NATIONALISM " has no place whatever in Christ's 
Kingdom to-day. It is the whole world that has rejected 
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Him now, and out of that World-out of all Nations-He is 
calling "A people to His Name," and these people form 
what Scripture terms a rt Heavenly People," because they 
come to Christ whilst He is IN HEAVEN, and will one day 
be taken to Rea ven when Christ Himself comes for them. 
See John 14. 

We have a beautiful illustration of this, surely, in the 
history of David, when, outcast and rejected, he once took 
refuge in the Cave of Adullam. (I Sam. 22.) Whilst there, 
there were some-only a small minority, like the true 
Christians to-dav-who went OUT TO DAVID in his exile. 
They were a motley crowd-some were in debt, some were 
in distress, some were discontented, but he welcomed them all, 
and they became his mighty on�s in the day of his kingdom. 
So it is NOW. Those who come to Christ in the day of His 
rejection, the World regards as a motley crowd. Thank God 
all may come. None are refused. The finger of scorn still 
points at them as did the Pharisees of old. " This man 
receiveth SINNERS and eateth with them" they say. 
Yes, thank God it is blessedly true, it was "for sinners " 
Jesus came, it was rt for sinners " Jesus died, for 

"God commendeth His love towards us, in that, 
whilst we were yet sinners Christ died for us." (Rom. 5. 8.) 

To-day, the message still goes forth to sinful men and 
women, Christ is calling them still to His Bannfr, and seeking 
such to be His Messengers. 

Friend, have you responded to that call? It i� those who 
share in His rejection who will, in a coming day, be among 
His mighty ones. It is they who suffer with Him now, 
who shall REIGN" with Hirn then. Paul said 

" I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us." Rom. 8. 18. 

If you wish, then, to know what the King is doing TO-DAY, 
whilst away from His earthly Kingdom, I would tell you 
that He is "calling out " of all Nations, a special people for 
Himself-a people known as the "Church of God "-who, 
when He returns in all His'Glory to take the reins of Universal 
Government, will be in a unique place of power and authority 
with their Lord, and will REIGN with Him in H,is Millenial 
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Kingdom. For them He is now preparing special" Mansions" 
in the Heavens. They will not be iarth-Dwellers in that day. 
They shall reign " OVER '' this earth, spiritual ru1ers in 
Heavenly places,· when Satan and_ his host have been finally 
dethroned, and overthrown. 

To-day they " wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places." (Eph. 6. 12.) 

But in that day they shall reign with Christ. 
We then, are living in unique days! Days of supreme 

opportunity. Days which surely ought not ·to be wasted. 
Are you, dear reader, taking full advantage of your oppor
tunities by becoming one,of Christ's followers, fully prepared· 
to take your share in His rejection, and to be despised of men 
FOR ms SAKE? If so, may God bless and make you a 
blessing. 
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CHAPTER 10 

" HOW TO ENTER THE KINGDOM" 

Before proceeding to unfold "The Next Episode" in the 
establishment of the Coming Universal Kingdom, it may be 
helpful to some of my readers if we spend a moment or two 
upoI\ the very important aspect of our subject, of "HOW 
to become a member of Christ's Church," and an Inheritor 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. In other words, a follower of 
Jesus Christ. __. 
. ·As we have already seen in the two Parables of Matt. 21, 

the Pharisees and leaders of Israel forfeited their rights 
because, having heard the message of John the Baptist, 
and subsequently the teaching of the King Himself, they 
refused to repent or change their heart and attitude toward 
Him. On the other hand the Harlots, the Publicans and 
sinners, gladly heard the Saviour, repented of their evil 
ways, and RECEIVED HIM. 

John preached faithfully to all men; and to the Pharisees 
especially he said, "Bring forth therefore fruits meet for 
repentance" Matt. 3. 7-8. Whilst in Mc\.tt. 23, we have 
very clearly stated our Lord's judgment of these self-righteous 
people. Read the chapter carefully, also noting Matt. 15. 1-20. 

Their hearts were out of tune with His, and alas to-day a 
very similar state of affairs exists. 

Men's hearts are out of tune with their Maker. There 
MUST be a radical change of heart, before any one can 
ENTER Christ's Kingdom, call it " Repentance " or what 
you will. But it is most important to remember, that the 
power to effect that change is OUTSIDE ourselves. No man 
or woman can become a Christian through their own effort 
-have you ever realised that dear reader ? But what WE
cannot do, the all-powerful Saviour CAN, and the glorious
truth is, that the moment we express our WILLINGNESS
to have our heart and life changed, HE IS both ABLE and
Willing to effect the change for us, but HE COMPELS NONE.
It is a question of WILL on our side, of POWER on His.
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You will recall verses 11-12 from John l, which I have before 
quoted, 

" He can1e unto His Own; and His Own .received Him 
not. But as many as received Him, to them gave He 
power to become the sons of God, even to tbem that 
believe on His name." 

There is Salvation for you, in a nutshell. " To as many 
.as RECEIVED Him " (as, opposed to rejecting Him). There 
first, you have the change of heart. Th�n it goes on to 
say "To them gave He POWER TO BECOME the children 
of God, even to them that believe on His Name." He 
must give the power, or the heart cannot be changed. 

To Nicodemus, Jesus put it this way:-

" Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born again, be cannot see the kingtl,om of God. John 3. 3. 

Whilst Matt. 7. 21, says, 

"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, sh� 
enter in�o the Kjngdom of Heaven; but he that doeth 
the will of My Father which is in heaven." 

and Matt. 12. 50, 

"For whosoever shall do the will of My Father which 
is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and 
mother.'' 

whilst John 6. 40 makes it very clear that 

" This is the will of Him that sent Me, that every one 
which seeth the Son, and believeth on Bini, may have 
everlasting life : and I will raise him up at the last day." 

Men may enact their laws, they may pass Super-Education 
Bills, and make Social Security Plans, but whilst all these 
may help to improve the outward conditions of mankind, 
and we hope they will, they do not make the slightest contri
bution towards changing the heart of man, because it is 
beyond the power of man. to do so. 

That is God's prerogative, but blessed be His Name He is 
willing to change us, He desires that we shall be changed, 
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and what is more He has made it possible by the Death of 
His Son, as the Substitute for our sin ; and best of all, He 
is gloriously " ABLE to save, ALL ·who come unto God 
by Him." 

Salvation does NOT come through Christening, Confirma
tion, Communion, nor any other "Good Works" on our 
part. These all FOLLOW Salvation, they never precede it, 
in the Divine Plan . 
. RECEIVING CHRIST is_ God's ONLY way into His 
Kingdom. 

We .must always bear in mind too, that whilst it was true 
that Israel as a Nation had refused their Messiah, and have 
suffered in consequence, there was �nfinitely more involved 
than that, in ·the death of Jesus Christ. Christ Jesus had 
also come to be the Saviour of the World and as such it was 
essential that He should die, and so we see how wonderfully 
interwoven are all the purposes of God, and how all m_en are 
subject to the Divine over-ruling Hand. of God. In the 
Death of Christ, we not only see Israel rejecting their Messiah 
-that is tp.eir side of the picture ; we also see the Good
Shepherd giving Ijis life for the Sheep, and remember such
words as these from the sacred record :-

" But God comrnendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." Rom. 5. 8. 

" Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised 
again for· our justification." Rom. 4. 25. 

"For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God 
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." Rom. 6. 23. 

and_ recall that before His birth Joseph was told 

" Thou shalt call His na_me JESUS : for He shall 
save His people from their sins." Matt. 1. 21. 

Nationally Israel, and the Nations, will one day be called 
to account for their National treatment of God's Son; but 
there is an infinitely more important matter for you and me 
INDIVIDUALLY, and that is our PERSONAL treatment of 
Him. 

" God now commandeth all men-everywhere-TO 
REPENT." Acts 1 7, 30. 
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He calls for a cliange of heart and only in the light of 
Calvary's Cross where Jesus died, can that change be effected. 
Have you-Will you-accept the substitutionary work of 
Jesus Christ on your behalf and plead the merit of His 
precious blood on your behalf ? 

Can you-Will you, say :-

" Thou hast died for Sinners, 
Therefore Lord for me." ? 

By so doing, you accept the Saviour's loving invitation>

and thereby RECEIVE HIM who said that 

"To as many as received Him to them gave He the 
power· to become the sons of God." 

Have you thus yet come? If not, will you NOW come to 
Him ? for He said, 

" Come unto Me all ye that Labour and ate heavy 
Laden, and I· will give you rest." . Mat.t. 11. 28. 

He also said, 

"Him that cometh to Me I ·will in no wise cast out." 

By so " Coming," you RECEIVE Him ; you become a 
child of God, being born again into the Divine Family, and 
become automatically a member of Christ's True Church, 
an inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven and you will have a 
special place in the NEXT EPISODE-so soon to be 
enacted now. 
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.CHAPTER 11 

" THE NEXT EPISODE " 

When the Church of Jesus Christ is complete (and none 
but Goq knows when this will be), it will be translated from 
Earth to Heaven; literally, instantaneously, suddenly, 
and silently, by the return of the Lord Jesus Himself for it. 
Those in the Tomb will be raised'and, together with those 
aliy� at the time, changed. 

This we learn from such Scriptures as John 14. 2-3, teaching 
His Personal return. 

-

· "In My Father's house are many mansions: if it
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare
a place for you. ·

"And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and receive you unto MyseH ; that where I am, 
there ye may be also." 

Acts 1. 11. Teaching His .silent and sudden return, 
"Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 

gazing up into• Heaven? This same Jesus, which is 
taken ·up from you into heaven, shall so come in Ii.Ke 
manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven." 

1 Thess. 4. 16-17, teaching the complete Rapture of dead 
and living. 

"For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God : and the dead in Christ shall rise first.: 

" Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air•: and so shall we ever be with the Lord." 

an_d finally, 1 Cor. 15. 49-53, covering the whole theme. 
"And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we 

shall also bear the image of the heavenly. Now this I 
say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God ; neither doth corruption inherit 
incorruption. 
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" Behold, I shew you a n1ystery ; We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at tbe last trump : for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must 
put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality." 

This is not some strange doctrine, nor is it a mythical 
supposition, but as much the plain teaching of the vVord of 
God as any other impodant truth we have considered, and 
is definitely THE NEXT EPISODE in the Divine Programme. 

Meantime, events on Earth will proceed at their fast 
gathering speed. Crisis after crisis will arise, but there 
CAN be no further fulfilment of God's Divine Plan, until the 
Church of Jesus Christ is removed from this World. This 
will be the gathering of " The Wheat " by the Heavenly 
Garner as foretold in :Matt. 13. 30, pri6r to the " Tares " 
being burned in the Fire of Judgment, although the Tares 
may be gathered together into bundles, as the Parable 
indicates, even BEFORE the Church is removed, and maybe 
we have SIGNS of this ·around us to-day. 

This gathering of the " Wheat " will be the removal of 
that Restraining Hand referred to in 2 Thess. 2. 3, which 
to-day holds back, in no uncertain way, the full flood-tide 
of the forces of evil. 

This poor world little realises how much it owes to-day 
to the presence ,of the Children of God on this Earth. But 
surely, it must be evident.to all, that where CHRISTIANITY 
holds sway (even nominally), better conditions exist for all, 
than in those countries where ANTI-GOD teaching has 
gained power. 

What then will be the course of events on this earth at 
that time, and how near as we to such an event? 

Well, to answer the latter part of the question first we 
just cannot say. THAT is a secret known only to God 
Himself, but He has given us various indications in the 
Scriptures, and from these it is very evident that we are not 
very far off the actual realization of this mighty episode. 

As to the co'urse of events on Earth, once the Church of 
Jesus Christ has gone, we can speak much more definitely 
and clearly, for Scripture leaves us in no doubt, and our 
next Chapter will unfold these events as we believe they will 
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come to pass. But in closing the present chapter, let me tell 
you very briefly the two main events in Heaven, FOR -THE 
CHURCH· ITSELF. 

Having reached· the Father's Ho.use, the place of the 
"Many Mansions " which Jesus is now preparing for His 
people (See John 14. 1-3), or in other words HEAVEN itself, 
each individual Christian will appear bef9re the "Judgment 
Seat of Christ," in order that all they have done FOR Christ 
may be rightly assessed, truly valued and properly rewarded. 

The· position of every Christian in Christ's Kingdom will 
be determined by their faithfulness to Christ, whilst here 
upon earth, in this the day of His rejection. They will be 
taken TO HEAVEN because Christ died for them, .and they 
believed and received Him in this the day of opportunity; 
but their position when there, will be determined by their 
WORKS since their conversion. I would have you specially 
note that the Judgment Seat of Christ has nothing whatever 
to do with the question of their Sins, nor does it have anything 
to do with the fact of 1:heir possessing Eternal Life. That 
is already theirs, and the question of their Sins has already 
been settled by their acceptance, in this life, of Jesus Christ 
as their Saviour and Lord .. This is a trial of their Works 
SINCE conversion, that every -man's work may be tried 
"of what sort it is" (Rom. 14.10; 1. Cor. 3. 11-15 ; 2 Cor. 5. 
9, 10 ; Matt. 16. 27 : Luke 14. 14 : Rev. 22. 12 : 2 Tim. 
4. 8), and rewarded accordingly.

At that Assize, EVERYONE shall· have PRAISE of God.
(1 Cor. 4. 5.) 

"ThJ Judgment-Seat of Christ " is quite a different thing 
from the "Great White Throne," where the· wicked are 
judged for their sins. This does not occur until the close 
of Christ's Millenial Kingdom at least 1,000 years later, 
as Rev. 21 makes clear. The fact that .two different words 
are used in the Greek of our New Testament for these two 
judg1flents clearly defines their different purposes. The 
Judgment Seat of Christ, being called the "Berna," and the 
Great White Throne the " Thronos.,, 

Then follows that glorious event described in Rev. 19, 
as the " Marriage Supper of the Lamb " when Christ and 
His Church are publicly acclaimed as ONE. 

There, He identifies with Himself those who have taken 
their stand with Him, and for Him, in this the Day of His 
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rejection ; and from henceforth they . will now share with 
Him in His Glory, Inheritance and Power. He is now 
about to display to wondering Worlds that "They;" with 
"Him" are One; for from the Marriage Supper, Christ 
goes forth in all His Glory, Power and Majesty, to• claim 
His Kingdom; for the Great Day has at last come, as 
foretold by Jude, 

'' Behold the Lord cometh, with ten thousands of His 
Saints." Verse 14. 

Let no one be perplexed that there are two stages to our 
Lord's Second Avent; the first wherein He comes for His 
saints, as indicated at the beginning of this chapter, and 
the second wherein He comes with them, right to the earth. 
The voice of Prophecy · requires these two stages, separated 
by the interval of" The Beast's" reign on earth, as our next 
Chapter describes, for certain prophecies speak of our Lord 
corning secretly, and as a thief in the night, to take His Own 
to be with Him and to leave the rest, while other prophecies 
speak of__Jlis coming publicly so that " Every ey� shall see 
Him," and bringing with Him· those whom He has previously 
taken to Him. So was it when He came the first time. 
He came quietly, to the lowly manger, seen only by a few 
shepherds and the Wise ·Men. He came publicly in the 
events culminating in His Crucifi.."Xion, when kings and 
rulers took counsel together against Him, and all those who 
passed by wagged their heads. Some Old Testament 
prophecies have their fulfilment in His coming to the Manger ; 
some in His coming at the Cross ; both were stages of His 
one great redemptive con:i_ing. So there will be two stages 
in His Second Advent. 

Now the King is'b.Bout to take His place and reign supreme, 
over His Universal Kingdom. Now "The Stone," cut out 
without hands, is about to destroy all that opposes His 
authority, and to put down all other Thrones and Dominions. 

Now the Great Armageddon is about to be fought, for on 
Earth the forces of evil have amassed t:qeir power, and are in 
Battle-arr�y, against Heaven itself and the Christ of God. 

And so we come to our next Chapter to compare the events 
that have been happening on Earth the meanwhile, whilst 
the Church in Heaven has been equipping itself for its 
Millennial reign with Jesus Christ. 
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CHAPTER· 12 

EVENTS ON EARTH 

It is a matter of common knowledge, that the Moon 
exercises a control over the Tides, and because of the Moon's 
influence the Seas are more· or less kept within -their bounds. 
But have you ever thought what w9uld happen if the Moon 
was suddenly taken away or failed to act? Well the Nations 
of the World are compared to the troubled '! Seas," (see 
Rev. 17. 1 and 15), whilst the Moon is a well-known type, 
in Scripture, of the Church o_f Jesus Christ, and when it is 
removed or" Taken out of the way " as 2 Thess. 2. 7, indicates, 
that is the signal for the release of the flood tide of �vil 
upon Earth. That which has be.en holding back in measure, 
the full manifestation of wickedness, is now gone; and 
only evil and wicked men remain. The Holy Spirit of God, 
which was indwelling the people of God, has be-en taken 
with them tg Glory; and for a short while mankind is 
to be left to its own resources, .with Satan himself- in the 
midst to organize and control the forces of Evil. 

Evil will come in like a flood. \Vickedness, such as this 
world has never seen, will simply overwhelm it as a great 
tidal wave out of control. 

Even before the Church is removed, Satan will be busy 
preparing his main actors for. the last scene of Earth's 
conflict. 

That we may now be in that period of " Preparation," 
see_µis more than likely. 

Two of these personages are termed in Scripture " The 
Beast," and "False Prophet" respectively; but although 
they are being prepared in the Devil's School even whilst. 
the Church is on earth, they cannot be fully revealed until 
the Church is removed, as 11 Thess. 2. 3. and 7-8 make plain:-

,, Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day
,,

. 
(the Day of Christ) "shall not come, except there come a 
falling away first, �nd that man of sin be revealed, the 
son of perdition : 
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" For the mystery of· iniquity doth already work : 
only He who now restraineth will restrain, until He ,be 
taken out of the way. And then shall t_hat Wicked be 
revealed, whon1 the Lord shall consume with the spirit 
of His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of 
His coming " . 

But here I would like to give my reader a helpful suggestion
,.

and it is this. We hear quite a lot in these days about the 
"Anti-Christ," and there is much confusion, as well as 
controversy, as to which of the Satanic trio, Antichrist 
really is. 

Now, if you take your Bible and search it carefully you 
will only find about four specific references to Anti-Christ 
therein, and all in the Epistles of John (1st Epistle, Chap. 2. 
18 and 22, Chap. 4. 3; and 2nd Epist�e, verse 7). Far 
more i? said concerning", The Beast" and" False Prophet " ; 
and you will therefore find it more helpful to keep to these 
more frequent1y referre·d to Scriptural terms, as you will 
thereby identify them better, and follow their recorded 
history more accurately. Try and forget the title "Anti
Christ" (far too much use has been made of this ONE title, 
Scriptural though it be, at the expense of these others)

,.

and think in the more widely used Biblic;al terms, of " The 
Beast" and "False Prophet." These are the two named as 
being destroyed at our Lord's coming, in Rev. 19. 20, which 
identifies them with the verses in 2 'Thess. 2, _quoted above, 
and if either is the Anti-Christ, it is the " F-alse Prophet » 

rather than the "Beast." 
But there is no space here, hor is there any purpose to be 

gained in discussing a mere detail such as this; but I 
mention it, so that those who wish to study these matters 
more closely may take note of the FE\V references to the 
Anti-Christ, as -such, in the Word of God. 

The Beast is definitely a Gentile and Political Ruler, the 
False Prophet, as his very name indicates, has to do with 
Worship, and is most likely himself a Jew, as it was to the 
Jews that most of the Prophets were sent ; and one cannot 
conceive of Israel, as such, receiving or recognizing as their 
Leader anyone who is not a Jew. 

The Anti-Christ most definitely must be a Jew to prove 
his claim. 
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Now when "The Beast," as he is called, �dmes into public 
view, men will recognise him at once, as the Super-Man 
they have talked of, and hoped for. They will not only 
acclaim him, saying "Who is like unto him?" and "-Who 
is able-to make war with him? " (Rev. 13. 4), but they will 
worship him; and gladly gi e all administrative power 
into his hands. He will respond, by consolidating a tyranny 
surp�ssing all records of the past, ev�n that of the Nazis 
regime. 

" The Beast ". will be a SUPREME Gentile Despot, and 
will head a Confederation of TEN main Gentile Powers 
which will form, under a "Unified Command," the strongest 
and most powerful Empire this world has ever produced, 
fo.r it will combine all the finest qualities (humanly speaking) · 
of the former Chaldean, Medo-Persian, Grecian and Roman 
·Empires thrown into one. If you wish for further informa
tion upon this point read Daniel 7, 19-28, and for a very
full account of this great Personage, his power and control
and his Confederate read Rev. 13. His power will be Satanic
(verse 4) and his famous "Mark of the Beast" 666, will be
impressed upon both hand and forehead of all his followers.

It would indeed be a foolish man who cannot see, in the
way things are going to-day, the shaping of things to come
in this direction.- The close co-operation of those Nations
who form the Allied Cause to-day is surely but the fore
runner of this more substantial unified Empire, call it " The
United Nations of Europe'" or "The United Nations of the
World,'� the " Atlantic Charter" or what you will. The fact
remains that the assemblege we have to-day is at least
according to the pattern of Divine foretelling, but just how
many stepping stones there will be till it is an accomplished

• fact in every detail I, for one, will not be foolish enough t9
forecast, but that it is nearing· fulfilment none can deny.

The " Beast " when he appears upon the scene will be,
in every ,way, a Super-Man comma3ding respect and esteem
-indeed just the man that the Nations of the World are
TO-DAY waiting for. We have had the devil's rehearsal
of this in Hitler and Mussolini,· thus foreshadowing a still
greater alliance soon to be enacted.

The Bible, cannot then, in these days, be lightly esteemed-, 
or easily cast aside, if for 3,000 years and more, it has foretold 
what is coming to pass before our very eyes. 
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As the present conflict draws to its close, possibly through 
sheer exhaustion, but undoubtedly with an Allied Victory 
(for God, will assert His controlling Hand in showing that 
Right must prevail), the long talked of Peace Conference 
will take more definite shape. We shall find that every 
endeavour ·will ·be made, and no stone will be left unturned, 
to establish the so'-called NEW WORLD ORDER upon 
the best basis and terms that man can devise. After solving 
countless problems and difficulties, and overcoming many 
obstacles, with perhaps one or more of the United Nations 
falling out (among them it would seem Turkey and Russia) 
and with other Nations coming in (possibly Spain and Italy) 
and perhaps a minor conUict or two before final agreement 
is reached, there will :eventually emerge a period of com
parative PEACE with what will· seem National and Social 
security assured. It is nothing new for the Devil to· counter
feit God's reality and thus deceive many. He is a past 
Master at the game and he will make it appear that God's 
Millennium has been. achieved by man's self-made efforts, 
and thus human boasting will have reached supreme heights. 
PEACE will be shouted from East to West, from North to 
South, but in reality it will be more shout than fact, more 
wishful thinking than actual realization and from under the 
cloak of a FALSE PEACE there will emerge, this strong 
combination of some of the People.s of the Earth in a Union 
of Ten Kingdoms. This " unified Empire " ·will not include 
ALL the Nations of the Earth, nor is it clear just WHICH 
Nations will form the combine-these details remain to be 
verified when the events actually come to pass-but that 
there will be TEN clearly defined Kingdoms, all united 
under a common head, there is not a shadow of a doubt. 
This will fulfil the vis�on of the great Image given to Nebuchad
nezzar (the first Gentile Monarch recognized by �d), with a 
Head of Gold, Breast and Arms of Silver; Belly and Thighs 
of Brass, Legs of Iron and Feet and Toes partly Iron and 
partly Clay, of which he was told that he was the Head of 
Gold, and of which the TEN TOES were to be the final form of 
Gentile Dominion, until the " STONE cut out without 
Hands " smashed it to pieces. A prophetic utterance 
2,500 years before the event, of'the Battle of Armageddon. 
(Read. Dan. 2.) 

We have further confirmation of all this in the vision given 
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to the' Apostle John on the Isle of Patmos, the record of 
which is left for us in Rev. 17, where this same Ten Empire 
Kingdom is depicted as a scarlet coloured Beast having 

· seven heads, and ten horns. (See Rev. 17. verse 7.) Verse 9
of that Chapter distinctly tells us that the "Seven heads"
are seven mountains, and verse 12 similarly clearly foretells
that the " Ten Homs " are " Ten Kings which have received
no Kingd9m as yet." We are also told that these Ten Kings
will finally receive POWER and authority, for a prophetically
defined period of " ONE HOUR " the end of which wi11
be the Battle of' Armageddon. They will dominate the
final era before that __great awe-inspiring event. Now th�
mention of the " Seven mounains " clearly indicates an
association with the Roman Empire, for Rome is the city·
built upon seven Mountai�s, and it is therefore clear that
ITALY will at least have a i>lacc in the final shape-up, and
the fact that Italy broke away from the Axis and has become
associated with the Allied cause is thus not without significance.

Further, the mention of "Ten Kings which have re�eived
no Kingdom as yet " similarly seems to indicate that these
will form in some way or other an " United States of the
World " destined to function from a certain defined date,
and their .power and authority will not take effect until the
agreed" Hour" strikes. ·Present" National" boundaries may
be entirely scra,pped, a�d some agreed division of all the
States, large and small, into a " Ten Kingdom " form, will
finally emerge from the Peace Conference of the future,
with any nations not falling into line, remaining outside
this powerful COMBINE. One such Nation will be Russia,
with Germany possibly incorporated ; of this we will have
more to say a little later.

The head of this mighty " Union of Nations " as we have
already said will be a Super-Leader.

His Biblical title "The Beast," and his origin the
"Bottomless Pit," or the "Abyss." (Rev. 17. S.) indicat
ing the Satanic character of the whole affair. But doubtless
He will be given a grander and more dignified title by his
Confederates, who shall agree among themselves with "ONE
mind "-a unanimous vote-to designate all their individual
power and strength to him. (Rev. 17. 13.) In the light
of these divine facts who can be blind to events happening
around· us to-day? Was there ever a time when Nations
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were seeking unison and unified command as they are to-day? 
Past generations sought NATIONALISM as their ideal, 
and each tried to outdo and outrnaster the other ; but 
to-day (and during the next few years this will be intensified), 
all tend toward INTERNATIONALISM and combi�ation of 
forces and strength into a " United Nations combine," finally 
evolving into a United Empire of TEN Kingdoms as foretold. 
Over each, there will be a SELECTED Head-possibly 
chosen by the universal vote of the people-who will assume 
supreme power--0n an appointed DATE to be agreed among 
themselves; and until that date they will appear as un
crowned Kings without power or authority. There will thus 
arise, as out of the Abyss-for it will be a Satanic combination 
of forces-energised by evil-Man's final masterpiece ·or

Government which will, to all intents and purposes, so 
impress mankind generally that " they that dwell on the 
earth shall wonder." Rev. 17. 8. It will surpass in organi
sation, and demonstration of power, . anything that man 
has ever before achieved, and will be acclaimed a success 
of the highest order. Where the first League of Nations 
failed, this one will succeed. 

A very startling oescription is next given in the sacred 
record of those who thus "wonder" in that day. 
· They are described as

" Those whose names have not been written in the 
Book of Life from the foundation of the World." (Rev. 17. 8.) 

Surely, if this means anything at all to you and me to-day, 
it is a word of warning to us all, to see to it that, as Christian 
men and womep, we personally refrain from any link or 
association with anything that savours of, or lends favour to, 
this shaping of th_ings to come. The whole is obnoxious to 
our God, and as evil is opposed to good, so this unholy 
combine is ·utterly opposed to God Himself. This is frilly 
borne out in Rev. 17. 14, where it is foretold that �his com
bination of _strength makes war with God Himself, but it 
just as clearly foretells that He will triumph gloriously 
and destroy all His foes. See to it then that you take your 
stand on the winning side, though it. may mean perhaps 
personal isolation, and maybe persecution. 

Watch then, the political and international arena during 
the next few years, for thft progressive unfolding of these 

51 



things and see how, sooner or lat�r, they will emerge into this 
final shap�gJ ready for the " ONE HOUR'S " reign with 
the Beast. · 

" But what of the religious world ? " you will be asking. 
How will this develop, during the same period ? In �uch 
the same way ! Any careful reader of the 17th. Chapter 
of the Revelation cannot fail to notice that there is another 
"Personage" very closely associated with the rise to power 
of the united Ten Kingdom Emprre, but NOT the "False 
Prophet "-the Beast's confederate. 

This "Personage," described as a "Woman," appears 
'' Sitting on the Scarlet coloured Beast'' previously mentioned, 
which indicates that whoever she may be, she is at; least 
supported by that indicated by the "Beast." 

In other words." She" is a STATE supported "personage" 
-or rather, should I say INTERNATIONALLY supported.
" She " is gorgeously arrayed-�peakiJ?.g of wealth and
prosperity-and lacks nothing, for Verse 4, of Rev. 17,
describes her thus :-

" And the woman was arrayed in· purple and· scarlet 
colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and 
pearls, having a golden cup in her han,d full ·of abomina- · 
tions and filthiness of her fornicatoni." 

The Sacred Record then proceeds :-

" And upon her forehead was a name written, 
"MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER 
OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
·EARTH."

'' And I saw the· woman drunken with the blood of
the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus :
and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration."

(Verse 5-6.)

So impressive was this "Personage" that the Apostle
John himself even wondered with great admiration. We 
cannot therefore but expect that, in the day of its fulfilment, 
many sha11 be deceived b,y the brilliant performance, dazzling 
wealth and massive proportion that "She" assumes. But 
who and what IS this " Woman " called " Mystery-Babylon 
the Great ? " you ask. Listen then, first, to the Angel's 
words to John. 
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· " Wherefore didst thou marvel ? I will tell thee the
mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth
her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns."
(Verse 7.)

and then read the last verse of the chapter. 

"And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, 
which reigneth over the kings of the earth." (Verse I�.) 

If the seven heads of the Beast prefi.gure·d the seven -hilled 
City of· Rome, in its. "Imperial" Glory; the "Woman" 
so clos�ly associated with it, is none other than that same 
CITY-Rome in its "Religious" pomp .and glory, for what 
other great City so reigns (or sitteth) upon the Kings of the· 
Earth? 

The power of the. Roman Church has been so dominant 
and powerful ovet all nations throughout the entire Christian 
era _that the fear of Rome, and of the Pope personally, has 
gripped them all, more or less, from the smallest to the 
greatestest. 

The ever-increasing grip to-day of Roman Catholicism 
on our own B.B.C., and similar institutions, and the various 
Missions to the Vatican of our own Government, as well as 
that of the lT.S.A., is surely sufficient evidence of itself to 
show that this "Woman of Babylon" is by no means dead. 

Watch therefore, from now on, and until the "Hour" 
of the Beast strikes, and see how this Religious Power will 
slowly but s9rely assume, and resume, all its former power 
and authority; not necessarily in its own right as before, 
but this time in an awful alliance with ALL other so-called 
Religions of every creed and description, every race and clime, 
until as one unholy whole, all· religions shall be grouped 
together in ONE MASS, which will bec0me State-supported, 
and will combine every shade and expression of religious 
thought, from Roman Catholicism on the one hand, to 
Spiritism on the other ; from Mohammedanism to 
e:.onfucianism; from. Russelism to Christian Science; and 
alas, more surprising than all this, from the Church of England 
to all the Non-Conformist Churches of this and other lands. 
For is not her description aptly given as "Mother of Harlots 
and Abominations of the Earth." A scriptural term 
used for false religions activities. 
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Yes, Unison is coming and coming in a grand style in the 
religious realm, just as in the National and Politica1. 

All the deadness of the so-called Churches to-day, largely 
composed of men and, women who know nothing of the 
N(s.w Birth and the Divine Life, will fall easy prey to this 
attractive proposal and prospect of Church Unison, and who 
among us cannot already sense the beginning of all thi�, 
in recent happenings ? How many a movement is already 
afoot for a unison of all Churches ; for a combination of 
all Religions ! Are the Free Churches and the Established. 
Church not already well on the way to this union, and are 

· not· Bishops and Archbishops planning intensely TO-DAY
for unison with Rome, and to many of them it is already
almost an accomplished fact. Loathesome as the thought
may have appeared to you as you read these lines, yet w4o
_can deny the truth of them, and the appearance of the
seedlings of them to-day. These events, m�ny of which are
already taking place before our very eyes, will gather together
the " Tares " into bundles, and will also automatically
force out the real and t:he true� in separation from such
unison, and they, UNITED in a different sense, by the true
Unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace, will in their measure
also cleave together, ready to" be gathered into the Heavenly
Gamer '' befor'e the Lord of the Harvest appears, to destroy,
in the day of His wrath, the "Bundles of Tares" thus bound
together. These " Forced-out " ones form the TRUE
CHURCH" OUT OF" all kindreds and peoples and Nations,
and in God's sight are ONE COMPLETE WHOLE. Their
removal is the Next Episode as we have already seen. It
will be the prelude to the full manifestation of The Apostasy,
which will be the Devil's Counterfeit of the "Bride of the
Lamb" described in an earlier Chapter.

So now let us get back to our Bibles and read again
Revelation 17, to see what is to happen to this " mass "
of .religious profession; this "APOSTASY" as Scripture
terms it ; bearing in mind that II Thess. 2. 3, says that
there must come this " Falling away " (or Apostasy) first,
before the day of Christ's manifestation in Power and Glory.

The one is a stepping stone to the other, and with this
Apostasy will also be revealed the Man of Sin,-The Beast.

When this final "Hour" strikes, the "Woman" is seen
"Sitting" upon the Beast, or in other words is " State-
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supported" on the one hand, whilst to some extent she 
dominates the State on the other. She is thus at the zenith 
of her power at that time, and lias very possibly had a good 
deal to do with the formation of the" Ten Kingdom Empire." 
To-=day, there are already whisperings in the air,_ that the
Pope should at least be represented at the commg Peace 
Conference, and to say the least have a " Seat " (and a say) 
at that impoftarit gathering. What would be more NATURAL 
than, at this or perhaps a subsequent similar ., Conference 
(for these things will come in by degrees), that he-a recog
nised neutral State-should assume the. Chairmanship, and 
that in consequence, the great Religious Cqmbine of which 
he will be the figure head, should have a plac� in the final 
planned programme of the United Nations of the future. 
It does not require very great vision to thus see the shape 
of things to come, or how organised Religion, bereft of all its 
spirituality and power, will be formally recognised and 
encouraged for its usefulness-in camouflage and covering up 
hypocritical dealings in those days. But whereas we see in 
t};lis picture this mighty Babylon of religion at the zenith 
of its power, at the opening of the " Hour" of the Beast, 
yet it is not long after that, that the " Rider " is thrown into 
the Sea. For Rev. 17. 16, says 

"And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, 
these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and 
naked, and shall eat her flesh, and bum her with fire," 

whilst the whole of Chapter 18, which you will now find to 
be most fascinating in its reading, in this connection, gives 
a vivid picture of the DISASTER that awaits a Christless 
Christendom, a :religious profession that lacks a soul-an 
Apostasy that has a name to live, but is dead. (Rev. 
Rev. 3. 4.) 

It is thus not very long before the combined Ten Kingdom 
Empire decides to overthrow every form and semblance 
of religion ; and professing Christendom, led by Papal Rome, 
becomes the centre of the beast's hate and destructive power. 
It would seem that the Nations, as such, have no more need 
of its SHAM and lifeless religion ; and that the whole mass 
of mankind generally goes anti-religious and ANTI-GOD, 
preparatory to their gathering their forces in utter defiance 
of God Himself at Armageddon. 
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·Thus, with her dazzling glory ·gone, with her tresses shorn'\
and stripped of all .her power, we are bidden to behold the 
CARCASE of religious Christendom-Babylon the Great 
-that remains. Surely as a warning to all-in advance
we are bidden to view this mighty Babylon and ·its
doom.

" Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is _become 
the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul· spirit� 
and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird�" (Chap. 18. 2) 

We do well to take heed ! 
Here at long last, we perceive the true condition of things 

beneath the glittering outward appearance of religious ritual, 
which has ensnared so many; that awful mass and mixture 
of religious systems that wiµ go to make up the final form 
of Christendom's Apostasy. God Hims·elf here describes it 
as "the h�bita.tion of Demons, the hold of every foul spirit, 
the cage of every uncleari and hateful bird." Caf f you and I 
then, to-day, have any real fello�ship with such an_ appalling 
mass, which is already in a fairly advanced stage of its final 
corruption ? Surely not, save only to endeavour to gather 
OUT OF HER tl).ose who are truly HIS ! 

.Professing Christendom will REAP of its sowing throughout 
the whole period of the Beast's reign, by cruel and persistent 
persecution, possibly akin to that which the Jews suffered 
under Hitlerite Germany and similar oppressions. 

Make no mistake, there will be great lamentation through
out the whole civilized world in that day, for the fall of 
Babylon will effect great and small alike. Religion will, 
by then, have so deteriorated, that it will be almost part 
and parcel of commercial life, and in fact of every other 
aspect of daily life too. 

It will be convenient in the day of Babylon's zenith to be 
" associated " with Religion. The spiritual dynamic power 
of the professing Church has already gone in this our day, 
to say nothing of its further rapid decline in the next few 
years, and the evil practices that are already prevalent in 
the name of Religion, are surely enough to condemn it 
in the eyes of all true believers, to-day. 

We thus see the shape of the political and religious world 
just prior to the removal of the Church of God, and the 
events that will immediately follow. 
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. As to the duration of the Beast's power and authority, 
we have nothing beyond the prophetical tern1 "ONE 
HOUR " with which to define this period. That the time 
is fixed is beyond dispute, for Scripture speaks· of it as of 
" ONE HOUR'S " duration in no uncertain manner. (See 
Rev. 17 and 18.) 

·That this '' Hour '' is more than an hour of Earth's time
is equally clear by the events crowded into it ; and whilst 
not dogmatising upon a point which, after all is immate·rial 
to our study, I am personally strongly of the belief that 
this." Hour" of Heaven's time, is about 42 years duration 
according to our ·mode of reckoning. 

_This I have fully explained in my earlier Volume " Pro
ceeding According to Plan " so I will not add further comment 
here. 

But whilst the duration of the Beast's reign of Power is 
thus somewhat indecisive as to its length, there is no q.oubt 
whatever as to when it begins, and when it finishes. 

As we have seen, it opens with the removal of the Church 
as clearly revealed in II Thess. 2. 7-8. 

" For the mystery of iniquity doth already work : 
only He who now restraineth will restrain, ·until He be 
taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be 
revealed.'' 

"And THEN" (after the Restraining Power has been 
removed), "shall that Wicked One be revealed." 

There's the commencement of his reign, but the very same 
verse goes on· to say, 

. " Whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of 
His mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of His 

. "coming 
There you have the end of it all, but more minute and 

definite details are given of this in the Book of the Revelation, 
Chapter 14, 6-11, Chap. 16. 16. Chap. 17. 14-17. Chap. 19. 
11-20.

I am purposely not quoting these Scriptures, as I wish my
reader to turn' them up individually, and read the setting 
of each as well ; for the context is as important as are the 
verses ref erred to. 

But the final reference, I am quoting, as it precisely sta,tes 
the End of the Beast and his Confederate. 
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" And the Beast was taken, and with him the False 
Prophet, that wrought miracles before him, with which 
he deceived them that had received the mark of the 
beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both 
were east alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone." 

This then marks the END of the prophetical " ONE 
HQUR," and the destiny of the " Beast " and " False 
Prophet" which �atter is doubtless the Anti-Christ. But 
this grand FINALE, as it were, also marks the end of a 
very special "Seven year Period" of Scripture, which has 
formed the last seven years of the Beast's reign, showing 
us clearly that the Prophetic " ONE HOUR " is at least 
more than of seven years duration. 

This we will deal with in our next chapter. I would here 
merely draw your attention to the fact that not until NOW, 
at this late period (and n9t before), is Christ about to establish 
His Universal Kingdom, so that all the talk to-day of a 
"Better World" being almost upon us, is very wide of the· 
mark ; and this popr world-without Christ-has yet to 
endure more awful agonies, and witness more terrible suffering, 
than it has ever yet seen, as our next chapter will clearly 
unfold. · · 
· Thus the urgen� appeal of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Hence the reason why those who are the faithful followers
of Jesus Christ preach the Gospel message, so that all who

. will may not only escape this awful period of the World's 
History by being delivered from this "Hour" of Tribulation, 
but may· also escape the terrible judgment of the "Great 
White Throne " to which we referred earlier, and which 
will fall upon all those who reject Christ to-day-at the· 
CLOSE of His Millennial reign, when all the wicked dead 
will be raised from the tomb at the LAST resurrection. 
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CHAPTER 13 

THE LAST SEVEN YEARS OF GENTILE DOMINATION 

Let us now consider those last Seven years of the Beast's 
reign prior to the great Battle of Armageddon, and in order 
to do this we must refer back to the ninth Chapter of the 
book of Daniel where we read of a special visit of Gabriel 
the Arch-Angel to the Prophet Daniel in order to give him 
a special revelation from God Himself. 

This was to the effect· that Seventy Prophetic "Weeks,n 
or seventy _periods of seven years each, were about to be 
determined upon Israel and Jerusalem. Sixty-nine of these 
weeks were to precede the Death of Christ, whilst the last 
one only, was to occur after it, when lsrael's History would 
re-commence, after their being set aside of God, because of 
their rejection of their Messiah. 

I have dealt fully with this prophecy-in my other prophetical 
writings, so I must content myself here with merely stating 
that this last week of Daniel's Seventy-week prophecy; 
-this last period of seven years--corresponds with the last
seven years of The Beast's " HOUR."

On the one hand, Daniel 9. 24-26, shows that the end 
of the sixty-ninth "Seven," is so clearly defined "by the 
Messiah being cut off '' that there can be no mistaking it 
for anything but the Cross of our Lord Jesus, whilst on the 
other hand "Everlasting _Righteousness" was to as surely 
become an accomplished fact at the close of the seventieth 
week. 

As this has not YET been established, it leaves us with 
but one conclusion ; and that is that between the sixty
ninth week and the seventieth week of seven years, a long 
interval or pause breaks in on the Divine programme, brought 
about by the refusal by Israel of their Messiah, when He 
was presented to them, at the close of, the sixty-ninth week. 

This is not an unusual happening in Scripture, and indeed 
this VERY INTERVAL is confirmed by the Lord Jesus 
Himself during the sixty-ninth week, for at the commenc�
ment of His public Ministry 
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" He came to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up : and, as His custom was, He went into the synagogue 
on the Sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 

"And there was delivered unto Him the book of the 
prophet Esaias. And when He opened the book, He 
found the place where it was written. 

" The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath 
anointed Me to preach ·the gospel to the poor; he hath 
sent Me to heal the broken hearted, to preach deliver
ance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set· at liberty them that are bruised. 

" To preach ' The Acceptable Year ' of the Lord. 
"And He closed the book, and he gave it again to the 

minister and sat down. And the eyes of all them that 
were in the Synagogue were fastened on Him. 

'' And He began to say unto them This day is this 
·scripture fulfilled in your ears." Luke 4. 16-21.

You will note that the Saviour here declared that
'' THIS DAY IS THIS SCRIPTURE FULFILLED IN 

YOUR EARS,'' 
but if you turn to Isaiah#s Prophecy, Chap. 61. 1 and 2, 
from which the 'saviour read that day, you will .find that 
verse two says:-

" To proclaim the Acceptable Year of the Lord, and· the 
day of vengeance of our God 1; to comfort all that_ mourn '' 

Now why did our Lord not finish the quotation, and why 
did He close the Book just where He ·did that day? Simply 
because that up to where ·He DID r.ead, was" That " Scripture 
fulfilled, " That day." 

But between that "DAY," and "The Day of vengeance 
of, our God," which the Saviour omitted to. ,read, came an 
undefined period similar to that between Daniel's sixty-ninth 
and seventieth " WEEK," and in part, it covers that same 
period. 

We further find that this seventieth week of Daniel's 
prophecy. opens with a Covenant being sign,ed between 
Israel, and a certain Prince or King, and all seems to go well 
for the first 3½ years ; but " in the nudst of the week " 
the bond is broken, possibly due to direct Satanic inter
vention, and there is then �shered in the most appalling 
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happenings that human history has ever witnessed (except 
for the Cross of Jesus Christ). Of this period, we are told 
in Rev. 12. 7-12 of the casting down to Earth of Satan and 
his angels out of their place in the heavens where they to-day 
have a certain power. (See Eph. 6. 11-12. Eph. 2. 2.) 
No wonder verse 12 of Rev� 12 says, 

"Therefore rejoice ye Heavens, and ye that dwell 
in them." 

But it is very significant that it goes on to say 
"Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea ! 

for the Devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, 
because he knoweth that he hath but a short time." 

Note the words " He hath but a short time." The following 
chapter goes ·on to describe' how Satan himself gives power 
to the Beast to continue 42 n1onths, or 3½ years (see Verse 
2. and 5). We thus see that the last 3½ years of the Beast's
reign of terror -appears to be absolq.tely Satanically contro:µed
-hence their extreme severity. If the Nazi Regime .had
evidences of Satanic influence, what shall we say of this
period of absolute Satanic Control ! No wonder it is
spoken of in Scripture, by such e'xpressions as "The Great
Tribulation," "The Time of Jacob's Trouble," etc., etc.,
and the Lord Jesus Himself makes special reference to it
in Matt. 24, 15-31, whilst the Book of the Revelation is full
of the awful judgments which shall fall during that period.
These are described as Seals, Vials,_ and Trumpets of Judg
ment, and it is undoubtedly a period when God permits and
uses Satan as an instrument of Divine Judgment to cleanse
the Earth, just prior to Armageddon, ready for the :5etting up
of His. Universal Kingdom, with the Lord Jesus Christ as
King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

As we saw in our last chapter, this latter half of Daniel's 
seventieth week, this period of 3½ years (which God Himself 
specially shortens in order to spare precious life, see Matt. 
24. 22), culminates ·with the Nations of the Earth being
gathered together against God Himself, and results in their
utter and entire defeat at Armageddon, which witnesses the
smashing of all Gentile Domination by the "Stone " of
prophecy, " Cut out without hands," as the necessary
preliminary to the establishment of Christ's Kingdom,
which will form the subject of a later chapter.
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Matt. 24. 29-30 declares :-

" Immediately after the tribulation of those days 
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give 
her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the 
powers of the heavens shall be shaken ; 

"And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man 
in heaven; and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory." 

This period of Great Tribulation opens, as we have said, 
with the breaking of_ the Convenant after 3½ years, and the 
reader can read to profit such passages of Scripture �s 

Jer. 30. 4-11, from which we learn that Israel shall be 
"Saved out of it," verse 7, and that whilst- God promises 
to make a full end of all nations. whither He has scattered 
His peoples "yet will I not make a full end of thee" ·He says 

'' But I will correct thee in measure . . . and will not 
leave thee altogether unpunished." Verse 11. 

Thus, as ever, whilst 1 He is judging the Nations of the earth 
for their treatment of His people, He is �t the same time 
using those same nations to correct and punish those same 
people whom He loves. 

Read also Isa. 13. 9-13, and Malachi 4. 1-3; but perhaps 
-one of the most instructive and fascinating portions will be 
found in Zech. 12 whic:t,_ describes very fully how the Nations 
will be gathered against Jerusalem and how God Himself 
will intervene, whilst Zech. 14 gives a vivid description 
of the means used by God in their final overthrow :-I quote 
iust verse 12 as an example, 

'' And this shall be the plague wherewith the Lord 
will smite all the people that have fought against Jeru
salem; their flesh shall consume away while they 
stand upon their feet, an� their eyes shall consume away 
in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away 
in their mouth." 

It also tells where the Coming King will manifest Himself, 
and the convulsive effects upon the Earth itself. 

"And His feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount 
of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the 
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mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward 
the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very 
great valley ; and half of the mountain shall remove 
towatd the north, and half of it toward the south." 
Verse 4. 

And then shall the Lord be King ·over all the Earth. V. 9. 
Psalm 46 also has special reference to this time, as also 

does Dan. 7. 13-27. 
However son1e people can teach and believe that all this 

came to pass in 1917, when the British turned the Turks 
out of Palestine, is beyond my comprehension. For they 
tell us that it was THEN that the "Times of the Gentiles,> 
ceased, and Jerusalem was delivered. 

When the Times of the Gentiles do cease, and the "Stone 
cut out without hands" does fall upon the Nations, it will 
indeed be a SMASHING of their power as Prophecy foretells

>

and as the events we have just set forth fully show. 
Certainly 1917 never saw anything like it, when General 

Allen by entered Jerusalem without a shot being fired. 
Let us not be deceived by any wishful thinking that Britain 

is the " Stone," or that Britain is Israel. Any Bible Student 
who values the testimony of the Word of God can clearly see 
otherwise. 

But none are so blind as those who won't see. 
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CHAPTER 14 

RUSSIA'S PLACE IN THE DIVINE PLAN 

There is one other episode of prophecy, however, of which 
we must take account., It is that found in the Prophecy of 
Ezekiel, especially around chapters 38 and 3_9, where Russia's 
future destiny is fully described. In view of what we have 
just been considering, this must occur before the final clash 
at Armageddon, for here, other nations described as "Sheba, 
Dedan .and the merchants of Tarshish with all the young lions 
thereof " (Ezek. 38. 13), seem· to be used by God in defence 
of Palestine, whereas at Armageddon the Kings of the Earth 
and of the whole world are gathered together to the Battle 
of that Great Day of God Almighty, Rev. 16. 14, to make 
war with God Himself. Rev. 17. 14. and 19. 19. 

If we wish to see Britain's place in prophecy at all, I am 
persuaded that we see it here in the mention of " Tarshish 
with all the young Lions thereof ; " depicting not only 
Great Britain, but her Dominions and overseas possess�ons, 
and this is a much more feasible and Scriptural interpretation 
than any claim that Britain is Israel.* 

Here it seems that on the one hand, the combined. Forces 
of the North, described as Gog (or Russia), Persia, Ethiopia, 
and Libya together with Gomer and all his bands (which may 
we]). be Germany and her associate powers which no doubt 
Russia will ultimately swallow, or incorporate in the U.S.S.R.) 
come down from the North, towards Palestine, "as a cloud 
to cover the land," verse 16, whilst on the other hand 
"Tarshish" and her associate powers defend Palestine. 

God here promises to destroy the King of the North by 
those powers that are standing by His people, with an 
overflowing rain and great hailstones, and with fire and 
brimstone, and tells us that it will take seven years after 
Victory to bum their equipment of War, and seven months 
to bury their slain. (Ezek. 39. 9 and 12.) 

• More fully dealt with in my booklet Is Britrdn Israel ?
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It does not seem beyond the realm of possibility that this 
takes place sometime during the earlier portion of the Beast's 
4

' Hour " '(of 42 years) for it appears to coIIUJ).ence and 
develop during a period. when th�re is at least an '·' atmosphere 
of Peace " as Ezek. 38. 10-12 indicates. 

"Thus saith the Loi:d God: It shall come to pass, 
that at the same time shall things come into thy mind, 
and thou shalt think an evil thought: 

"4nd thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of un
walled villages, I will go ,to them that are at rest, dwelling 
without walls, and having neither bars no.r gates, to take 
a spoil, and to take a�. prey ; to turn thine hand upon 
the desolate places that are now inhabited, and upon 
the people that are gathered out of the nations, which 
have gotten cattle and goods, that dweJl in the midst 
of the land." 

As we have seen earlier on, there appears to be a similar 
period of" apparent peace," around the-time of the Church's 
Rapture to heaven, and the es�ablishment of the Ten Kingdom 
Empire of the Beast. 

Just as Britain was t.µ1prepared � 1.939, through false 
security ; so Israel in that day (and possibly other nations 
too) will be resting on the.ir oars, and basking in the apparent 
security of. peace, when really "there is no Peace" (see 
Jer. 8. 11). 

May it not be a logical sequence that from such a deliver
ance, as described above, Israel will desire to make a Pact, 
or. agreement', with those Powers that have secured her 
liberation, and thus the Seven-year· Covenant with the 
Beast is later made, only to be broken in due course, " in 
the midst of the week." D.an. 9. And this in turn ushers 
in the " Great Tribul9-tion." 

Briefly then let me summarise what has been covered in 
these last few chapters. 

(1) The Church will be translated from Earth to Heaven.
(2) The Religious P.owers around that time will unite in a

unison without• God, headed by Rome, and be State-
supported.

(3) This mighty mass of power (The Scarlet Woman) will
doubtless play a large part in bringing about the Ten
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Kingdom Empire·. foretold by Daniel, with its Super 
Head the Beast, to be revealed as soon as the Church 
is taken, only to be later. thrown overboard by that 
Empire and the Beast. 

(4) Palestine will then figure largely in the picture. A
period of apparent peace appears to be the order of the
day whilst �ilently the Northern Powers, and chiefly

. Russia, have their eyes upon Palestine, which England 
and the other Powers of the T1n .Kingdom Empire 
appear to be ready to defend. 

(5) They are permitted of God to destroy the Northern
Powers and throw them back, sometime before the last
seven years, and this in turn leads to a

(6) Seven year Covanant between the Beast and Israel,
which is broken through Satanic influence after 3½ years,
and then

(7) The Great Tribulation follows, culminating 1in the great
Battle of Armageddon, at· the close of which Christ
Himself appears from Heaven in Power and Great
Glory, takes the Beast and False Prophet alive :first,
and consigns them to the Lake of Fire, then, destroys
all their Armies gathered together there, and · destroys
G�ntile Domination once and for all,-smashed (as
divinely foretold) by the "STONE cut out without
hands "-Christ Himself ; and the Kingdom is now
about to be established in righteousness and equity.
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CHAPTER 15 

THE KINGDOM ESTABLISHED 

Having thus rq.anifested Himself in Power and Great. 
Glory by coming forth from Heaven in Djvine Majesty and 
Excellence with ten thousands of His Saints, and descending 
to the Mount of Olives which shall have cleaved asunder at 
His fouch, and despatched the Beast and the False Prophet 
to the· Lake of Fire, etc., there follows the establishment of 
God's Kingdom upon Earth. 

" I saw in the night visions" says Daniel, "and behold, 
one like the Son of man came with clouds of heaven, 
and came to the Ancient of. days, and they broug�t Him 
near before Him. And there was given Him dominion, 
and glory, and a kingdom, that ·an people, nations, and 
languages, shoulq. serve Him: His dominion is an ever
lasting dominion, whicl_i shall not pass away,_ and His 
Kingdom that wltjch· shall not be destroyed." (Dan. 7. 
13-14.)

This ?ublime passage, with which we opened our Study, 
shows, that when the Kingdoms of this world become the 
·Kingdoms of God's Christ, it will be by a Crisis, and not
by a Process. That is, it will not be by the gradual conversion
of this world through the Gospel in this present, Church Age ;
but Christ will come to find the wohd gathered -together
against •Him, under the leadership of the Beast, whom He
will destroy by the brightness of I-Iis Coming ; and then the
Father will GIVE unto Him the Kingdoms of this world,
and He will reign supreme, His enemies then becoming His
footstool, and all the world shall worship Him. Then

" The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the .Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea." (Isa. 11. 9. See verse 4.) 

At long last, the prayer "Thy Kingdom Come" shall 
have been answered in God's good time, and all will be well . 
As Rev. 11. 15 says, 
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"And the seventh �ngel sounded; and there were 
great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this 
world are become the Kingdoms of our Lord, and of 
His Christ ; and He shall reign for ever and ever." 

That New Era, for which men have been waiting sinc·e 
Eden, will have begun., 

This will be the time that Isa. 11 foretells-read the whole 
chapter, I have only room to quote V,erses 6-9. 

"The wolf also shall dwell with the - lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and the calf and 
the young lion and the fa,tling together ; and a little 
child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall 
feed; their young ·ones shall lie down together; -and 
the lion shall eat straw like the · ox. And the sucking 
child shall play on the hol_e of the asp, and the weened 
child sp.all put his hand on the cockatrice' den. They 
shall not hurt nor destroy in. all my holy mountain ; for 
the earth s�all be full of the knowledge of the Lord, 

·as.the waters cover the sea."
This will be the time when man's arch-enemy the Devil

shall be .bound in the Bottomless Pit for 1,000 years 
. "And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having 

the key of the bottomless put and a great chain in his 
hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, 
whi<;:h is the Devil, and Satan, and �ound him a thousand 
years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut 
him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive 
the nations no· more, till the thousand years should be 
fulfilled ; and after that he must be loosed a little 
season." Rev. 20. · 1-3. 

This Kingdom will be one of perfect justice for 
" He shall judge Thy people with righteousness,, and 

thy poor with judgment. The -mountains shall bring 
peace to the people, and the little hills, Thy righteousness. 
. .· . He shall save the children o� the needy, and shall 
break in pieces the oppressor." (Ps. 72. 2-4.} 

The whole psalm is Messianic, and shews the glory of 
Solomon's kingdom in type, and of Christ's in truth. It 
will be an age of perfect peace. 
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" Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more." (Isa. 2. 4). "In His 
days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace 
so long as the moon endureth." (Ps. 72. 7.) 

If it is a reign of righteousness, naturally it will be a reign 
of peace, for 

" The work of righteousness shall be peace ; and the 
effect of tjghteousness quietness and assurance for ever.'' 
(Isa. 32. 17.) 

This kingdom will be on a renewed earth, fou this earth is to 
be delivered from the decay 'and disorder which fell upon it 
as an accompaniment and consequence of the Fall of Man. 
That Fall, w�s both moral and physical; and there will be 
a physical, as well as a moral, restoration at the return of 
Christ. 

"For the. earnest expectation of the Creature waiteth 
for the manifestation of the Sons of God, because the 
creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage 
of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children 
of God. For we know that the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain togeth_er until now." Rom. 8. 
19, 21, 22. 

The Old Testament prophecies are full of foregleams of 
that coming restoration, when 

" In the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams 
in the desert ; " 

when life in a favoqrable environment ·shall be greatly pro
longed so that 

"There shall be n,o more an. infant of days, nor an old 
man that hath not filled his days: " 

and when even those rapacious instincts, which entered 
into the animals of Eden after the fall, shall be removed, 
so that 

" The lion shall eat straw like an ox, and dust shall be 
the serpent's meat and they shall not hurt, nor destroy 
in all My Holy n1ountain." 
I 

It will be a kingdom whose subjects will enjoy a wondrous 
prosperity. 
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" And they shall ouild houses, and inhabit them, and 
they shall plant vineyards; and enjoy the fruit of· them. 
They shall not build and another inhabit ; they shall not 
plant, and another eat ; for as the days of a tree are the 
days of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the 
work of their hands. They shall not labour in vain, and· 
bring forth for trouble." (�sa. 65, 21-23.) 

' �And the tree of the field shall vield her fruit, and the 
earth shall yield her increase', and they shall be safe 
in their land . . . and I wil1 cause the shower to come 
down in his season; there shall be showers of blessing.'> 
(Ezek. 3. 2b. 27.) 

' ' There shall· be an handful of corn in the earth upon 
the top of the. mountains ; the fruit thereof shall shake 
like Lebanon : and. they of the city shall flourish like 
grass of the earth." (Ps. __ 72. 16.) 

It will be a kingdom· in which temptation and evil will be 
reduced to a minimum. 

As we have seen, the Devil will be bound and cast into 
the bottomless .pit, for 1,000 years, during Christ's reign
(Rev. 20. 1-3), but the millennium will not be entirely free 
of sinners (Isa .. 65. 20: Zech. 14. 16). Sin arises not only 
from temptation by. the devil, but from the inherent evil 
of our fallen nature. But with the devil bound, and with 
Christ ruling the nations with a rod of iron, putting down 
the oppressor, executing justice and judgment upon all, 
thousands of thin·gs which are tolerated now ·will not be 
able to exist then, and many deeds into ·which men are now 
led by their passions, in defiance of the law, .will not be 
po�sil;>le under the firm and universal authority of Christ. 
The world .will have a chance to see what life can be like, 
when evil is diminished to the lowest possible point, without 
robbing men of the freedom of their wills. 

This will be the time of the true fulfilment of God's promise 
to Abraham long ago. Israel will now be in the land, 
Palestine their portion and the Messiah their King ; and 
whilst all Nations will pay their homage to Israf'l and its 
King, it wi11 be equally true that in Israel shall all the nations 
of the E9-rth be blessed. This will be th� time when Zech. 8. 
20-23 shall be fulfilled.
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" Thus saith the Lord of hosts ; It shall yet come to 
pass, that there shall come people, and the inhabitants 
of Jnany cities : And the inhabitants of one city shall 
go to another, saying, Let us go speedily to pray before 
the Lord and to seek the Lord of Hosts: I will go also. 

"Yes, many people .and strong nations shall come 'to 
seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem, ?,nd to pray -before 
the Lord. Thus saith th'e Lord of hosts ; In those days 
it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out of 
all the languages of the nations, even shall take hold of 
the skirt of him that is a Jew saying, We will go with 
you: for ·we have heard that God is with you." 

Will you carefully note the word" JEW "in this connection! 
Some would have us believe that the Children of Israel are 
not called the Jews in Scripture. Well, what do they say to 
this prophe<;y ? 

Let all who despise the'' JEW,'' read this passage carefully, 
for the J P-W ,vill yet con1e to the forefront of the picture, 
and this is the time when, gathered back from every land 
from whence they have been scattered, God will use them 
to the blessing of all other nations,-according to His �romise 
to Abraham, " In thee, shall all the Nations of the Earth 
be blessed." 

This poor ,vorld of ours is one day to be converted to 
Christ. Only, this will not happen in the present age, before 
He comes, but in the Millennial age, after He comes. The 
era of world-wide conversion is then, not now. Now, the 
work of God through the gospel is described ·as being that of 
taking out from among the nations a ",people for His name." 
(Acts 15. 14.)· 

But THEN, there is to be a National, world-wide conversion, 
commencing with Israel, of whom it is said 

" They shall look on me, whom they have pierced, 
ana shall mourn." See Zech. 12. 10. 

In the light of Christ's Second Coming all doubts as to the 
Messiahship of Jesus will be at an end. The Jews will tum 
to Him in a great national repentance_. 

" And so all Israel shall be saved : as it is written, 
There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall 
tum away ungodliness from Jacob." (Rom. 11. 26.) 
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The whole eleventh chapter of Romans should be· carefully 
studied in this connection, together with Zech. 12. 9-14: 
Ezek. 36. 24-28, and other passages. 

The conversion of tp.e Gentiles will follow on a large scale. 
With this the conversion of the Jew will have much to do. 
Paul say_s: 

"For if the casting .away of them be tlie r�conciling 
of the World,. what shall the receiving of them be, but 
life from the dead ? " 

and again, 
'' Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world ,. 

and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles : 
how much more their fulness?" (Rom. 11. 15, 12.) 

That is, if the rejection of the Jewish nation during this 
present age, because of their unbelief in their Messiah, has 
re�ulted in the preaching of the gospel to the Gentiles, what 
will the restor.ation, spiritually as well as materially, of the 
Jew mean, but still greater blessing for the Gentiles ? 

In Deut. 32. 8, 9, we read, 
" When the most High, divided ·to the N atio'ns their 

inheritance, when He separated the sons of Adam, he 
set the bounds. of the people according to the number of 
the children of Israel. For the Lord's portion is His 
people ; Jacob is the lot of His inheritance." 

The happiness and the prosperity of the nations is bound 
up with the happiness and the prosperity of the Jew. Puring 
the present age the Jew �s out o_f place. He is out of his 
own _country, a wanderer among the nations. He is out of 
harmony with his God, having rejected His Son� But when 
the Jew iS; restored to his land, and when he is restored ,to 
his Messiah, as he will be, then at last he will be able to take 
his long-destined place-as the centre of blessing foi; all nations. 
·During this present time of Israel's lapse, the Gentiles have
received -the advantage in having preached to them that
gospel which was for "the Jew �rst."
Paul and Barnabas ·declared to the Jews :

" It was necessary that the word of God should first 
have been spokei;i to you : but seeing ye put it from you� 
and judge yourselves unworthy of -everlasting life, lo, 
we turn to the Gentiles." (Acts 13.-46.) 
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But the blessings of the Gentiles in this present time should 
not blind us to the blessing of the age to .come, when through 
the Jew, as the originally· ordained channel, will go forth. 
the knowledge of th� Lord to the ends of the earth. In Acts 
15. 14-17 we are ,told that following the taking out from
am9ng the Gentiles ,of a people for His name during this
present age:-

" After . thi� I will return, and will build again the 
tabeniacle of .David, which is fallen down; and I will 
baild again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up : that 
the "residue of men might seek after th<r Lord, and all the 
Gentiles, ·upon whom My name is called, saith the Lord,.
who doeth all these things." 

The conversion of the Jew will 'indeed be followed by 
widespread con version of the Gentiles. 

In the Millennial K4lgdom, Christ will have both an 
earthly people, and a heavenly. His earthly people will be 
th� Jews, restored a:Q.d regenerated, and to- the brightness of 
whose rising the Gentiles will come. They will still be the 
occupants of earthly bodies in an earthly sphere. But Christ 
will also have His heavenly ·people "the armies of heaven,. 
clothed in fine linen, white and clean," that great company 
of the Church in this dispensation, who in their heavenly 
bodies will, share with �im his reign over the earth. 

Into all the mysteries of that reign Scripture does not 
initiate us. Enough is contained in the �ible to make 
faith reasonable, and hope cleli.r. But, beyond this, revelation 
is not given to us to satisfy curiosity, nor is prophecy meant 
to enaple ·us to prophesy. It is certain that Jesus is coming 
again to reign over the earth, where He has so long been 
despised and rejected of men,and that His saints shall live 
and reign with Him ; and for the Christian heart, that is 
enough. 

To-day, the Angels of God exercise a care over God's 
children as Heb. 1. 14 'declares. 

" Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them who sh�ll be heirs of salvation? " 

But when the Heirs of Salvation have entered into their 
inheritance with Christ-an inheritance which is 
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" Incorruptible and undefiled and that fadeth not 
away. Reserved in Heaven for the Church of God." 
1 Peter, 1. 4. 

then it would seem that the Angels give place to Christ's 
heavenly people, for Heb. 2. 5, goes on to say. 

"For unto the angels hath he not put fn subjection the 
habitable world to come, whereof we speak." 

That " habitable world to. �ome " spoken of here, is the 
Millennial Age, and the. following verses go on to make it 
clear that Christ and His People will rule in that day. 

I Cor. 6. 2,'says concerning the Saints of God 
"Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the 

world? " 
whilst verse 3 declares that we shall also "judge the Angels." 

When our Lord comes to set up His kingdom, we shall 
take over tl;ie administrative work of the a.ngels entirely. 
Our relationship to the inhabited earth to come, will be 
analogous to that of the angels to this earth in times past. 
A corroboration of this is to be found in the words of our Lord: 

"They which shall be accounted worthy to obtain 
that world, and the resurrection from the dead ,. 

neitheli 
marry nor are given in marriage : neither can they die 
any more: for they are equal unto the angels: and are 
the children of God, being the children of the resurrection.'' 
(Luke 20. 35, 36.) See also Rev. 5. 10. 
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CHAPTER 16 

THE LAWS GOVERNING THE UNIVERSAL KINGDOM 

As to the l�ws of Christ's Kingdom, and the rules that 
shall goverri its conduct, these are very beautifully set forth 
in all their detail in Chapters 5, 6, and 7, of the Gospel of 
Matthew. That Gospel which, as we saw earlier on, is 
especially the Gospel of the King-and His Kingdom. Is it 
any wonder that 

"When Jesus had ended these sayings, the people- were 
astonished at His Doctrine? " 

They still are to-day and always will be, until THAT day 
dawn of which we have been speaking, and these wonderful 
Divine principles are actually ·-put into- effect. 

It is said that a certain writer, in a volume entitled" Things 
I have, seen" quotes Mr.. Churchill as saying, when asked 
for a blue-print of the New Order : 

'' I shall base it on the Sermon on the Mount, and I 
shall follow it as closely as I dare, without being accused 
of plagiarism." 

But Mr. Churchill overlooked the fact �hat the laws of 
the Kingdom of Heaven cannot be put into effect before the 
Kj.ng comes, and, the HEARTS of His subjects are created 
anew. Those laws just could not operate to-day, among 
men and women whose hearts are not right with God ; that 
is why it is impossible to-day to act toward all men according 
to. these Divine principles laid down in Matt. 5. 6. and 7. 
Bbt in THAT day, Israel will have her iniquity removed 
in a day. (Zeeb. 3. 9.) 

"In those days, and in that time,· saith the Lord, the 
iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall be 
none ; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be 
found: .for I will pardon them whom I reser:ve." 
]er. 50. 20. 
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"In_ that day there shall be a fountain opened to the 
house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for 
sin and for uncleanness.', Zech. 13, 1. 

God has promised to make a new Covenant with Israel 
and Judah concerning which He says, 

" This shall be the Covenant that I will make with the 
House of' Israel; after those days, saith the Lord, I will 
put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts ; and will be their God and they shall be My 
people. And they shall teach no more every man his 
neighbour, and every man his prother, ·saying Know 
the Lord : for they shall all know Me, from the least 
of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord : for 
I will forgive tl)eir iniquity, and I will remember their 
sµi. no more." J er. 31. 33. 

So we see that in that day, there will be a people who?e 
hearts are in tune with the Divine, and because their hearts 
are right, and their sins forgiven and forgotten, it will be 
possible to do the Wi-ll of God,. and keep His Laws. 

To-day this is only possible for those who,. as we have 
seen earlier, have RECEIV.ED Christ and become the 
Children of God. Only they can live their lives in accord
ance with His Will, if they wish. 

Herein lies the difference, then, between the true Christian 
and the men and women of the world to-day, who still 
reject the King. 

" For they t�at are in the flesh cannot please God " 

says the Word of God in Rom. 8. 8, whilst I' Cor. 2. 9-10 says, 

" Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed 
them unto us by His Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all 
things, yes, the deep things of God." 

and verse 14 adds, 

" But the natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned." 
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May the reader s�ek Divine help in understanding these 
blessed and, wonderful truths, and if they have seemed "as 
foolishness" unto you, may I lovingly appeal to yo� to seek 
God's face in forgiveness and ask Him to remove the scales 
from your blind eyes, to give life to your dead soul, and to 
reveal to you the Saviour of the World in all His Power, 
Love and Beauty and· as a little child RECEIVE IDM who 
says, to 

'' As many as received Him, to them gave He, power 
to become the Sons of God." 

The same blessed Saviour also said 

" Verily I say unto you, except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not enter into th� 
Kingdom of Heaven." Matt. 18. a. 
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CHAPTER 17 

AFTER THE MILLENNIUM 

Just one final word concerning events after the close of 
the Millennial period prior to the ushering in of Eternity. 

" And when the thousand years are expired, Satan 
shall be loosed out of ·his prison, and shall go out to 
deceive the nations which are in the fo1.1r quarters of the 
earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: 
the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. And 
they· went up on the breadth of the earth, and �om
passed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city : 
and fire came down.from-God out of heaven, and deyoured 
them. - And the devil that deceived them was cast into 
the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the 
false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night 
for ever and ever." (Rev. 20, 7-10.) 

Here is a wonderful thing _! Satan, during the millennium, 
will be bound. It will be an era of restricted temptation. 
This will greatly aid the world-wide conversion referred to 
in _our last chapter. . 

Yet at the end of the thousand years, evil bursts forth anew. 
Although there has been widespread conversion on an un
precedented scale throughout the world, it is now made 
evident that there were many among all nations who were 
never really "Born· again," whose allegiance to the Lord 
Jesus Christ was only nominal and outward. 

This is an answer to t_hose who continua.1ly cry that better 
conditions are all that is necessary to make better men. 
Hum.an nature will be tried at it� best, during the millennium, 
and will be found wanting, as it has been found wanting in 
every age since the Garden of Eden. 

The passage above says, that when Satan is loose<;!, people 
turn again to him in great numbers. Human nature has 
ever 'been reactionary. Periods' .of great religious revival 
have often been succeeded by, periods of spiritual darkness 
and stagnation. 
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So after the glories of the millennium, human hearts will 
re-act again, and choose the banner of Satan. An earlier 
verse in the same chapter 0f Revelation says of Satan's loosing: 

" He must be loosed a little season." 
The hidden things of the heart must be made manifest. 

It is temptation that tests character. So Satan is loosed 
once more, that those. whose worship of Christ has been 
only superficial may be made manifest to all, and may have 
the opportunity to choose their real master,. and suffer the 
just recompense of their sin. Of course, the seductive art: 
of Satan will have much to do with this great final apostasy.· 

'' Jie shall go out to deceive the nc1tions." .. 
He was able to deceive innocent Eve and inject sin into 

her hitherto undefiled heart; and he· will be able to deceive 
th� nations who have enjoyed even the blessings of Christ's 
reign. 

But this apostasy will come to a sudden end. Fire from 
heaven will corisunie the apostates, and the devil that deceived 
them will be again imprisoned, this- time forever. 

Then_ follows the FIN AL ACT of all, 

THE GREAT WHITE THRONE 

" And I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat 
on it. ... And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God ; and the books were opened : and anot�er 
_book was opened, which is the book of life : and the 
dead were judged out of those things which were written 
in the books, according to their works." (Rev. 20. 11, 12.) 

This is the judgment of the wicked dead. It includes 
those who were left in their graves at the resurrection of 
the " dead in Christ " before the millennium, together with 
those who have died since. 

Read Rev. 20. 11-15, quietly and solemnly for yourself, 
for it needs neither comment nor exposition. And then the 
inspired writer goes on to say 

'' And I saw a New Heaven and a. New Earth: for 
the first heaven and the first earth are passed away; 
and there is no more sea. And I saw the holy city, 
New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. And 
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I heard a great voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, 
the Tabernacle of God is with men, and He shall dwell 
with them, and they shall be His people, a,nd God Himself 
shall be with them, and be their God : and He shall wipe 
away every tear from their eyes; and death shall be 
no more ; neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, 
nor pain, any more: the first things are passed away. 
And he that sitteth in the throne said, Behold, I make 
all things new .... Rev. 21. 1.-7.) 

With this splendid vision of a New Heaven and a New 
Earth, the inspired record closes. 

"Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, 
what manner of ·persons ought ye to be in all holy living 
and godliness ? Looking for, and earnestly desiring the 
coming of the Day of God, wherein the heavens being on 
fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat ! Nevertheless, WE, ACCORDING TO HIS 
PROMISE, LOOK FOR NEW HEAVENS AND A 
NEW EARTH, WHEREIN DWELLETH RIGHTEOUS
NESS." (2 Peter 3·. 1i-13.) 

Our Study is more or less at an end. I realise how imperfect 
a.nd incomplete it all is, but the subject is so vast that it is 
beyond human ken. It is a Divine Plan, a Divine Kingdom 
ab.d as such, one feels as a child upo� the seashore, with its 
feet upon the fringe of the Ocean� But it is the writer's 
sincere prayer that what has been said may hinder none, 
may confuse none, but rather that some will be able to 
understand these things better, and that others may find 
their way into the Church of Jesus Christ, in this the Day 
of God's gracious invitation, and then in the Day of His 
K�gdom, when He, comes to reign, may reader and writer 
alike both revel in His love and companionship, and share 
in His Glory, as He reigns supreme over a renewed /Earth 
with His Church as His Bride, throughout the Millennial 
Kingdom. 

He and I in that Bright Glory 
One deep joy s}lall share 

Mine to be forever with Him, 
His, that I am there. 

G.F.V. 
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