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f
has been said that Christianity's greatest crime is

^^Khe withholding- of the message of light and life from
those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death.

The love of God revealed in the atoning death of His Son
is news which should be spread from shore to shore. The
true Christian knows no greater joy than to tell of God's
grace to souls in need.
When Gipsy Smith was first converted, he became very

anxious for the conversion of his uncle. He could not
broach the subject to him since it was not considered
proper among gipsies for children to address their elders
on the subject of duty. So the boy just prayed and
waited for God to open the way. One day his uncle
noticed a hole in the lad's trousers, and said, " Rodney,
how is it that you have worn out the knees of your
trousers more quickly than the other boys ? " "I have
worn them out praying that God will make you a
Christian, Uncle," said the boy !—and then burst into
tears. His uncle uttered not a word but put his arm
round his nephew and drew him to him. It was not very
long after that both were found bending their knees in
prayer to the Saviour.
For the Christian who is sincerely desirous of reaching

the unconverted with the message of the Gospel, there is



probably no more effective method than tract distribution.
Thousands of souls have been led to Christ through
reading one of these "silent messengers," and it is im
possible to over-estimate the value of tract work. In view
of the rich spiritual dividends it pays, it is amazing that
so few folk invest their time and energy in this work.

•  'n hope that the interest of others be arousedm this all-important sphere of activity and that some may
be inspir^ to engage in regular and systematic tract distri
bution, that this little book has been written. A consider
able amount of the matter contained herein has been
furnished by members of the committee of the Victory

^ j ̂ nd the author acknowledges his indebtednesso  pse w o contributed notes, suggestions and illustra
tive incidents.

It should be added that it has been necessary to pen
these pages extremely hurriedly and at a time when leisure
was more restricted than usual. The indulgence of
readers is craved, therefore, if imperfections are very
patent.

Fredk. a. Tatford.'
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Foreword
rHIS is a most convincing book, and I warmly

commend it to all who are interested in the salvation
of men. It could not be published at a more appro

priate moment. The world is groping in darkness and
despair and men's hearts are failing them for fear. This,
then, is surely the supreme moment to broadcast the
Gospel message. The rank and file will not read serious
books on religion to-day; life is too rushed and time too
short, and the whole trend of literature is to produce
something exciting and easily read. To-day this is
recognised, and the modern tract is produced in an
attractive cover with a catching title, and once having
captivated the interest of the readers the Gospel Is intro
duced and the Scriptures made known.

There are two things that strike me forcibly in reading
this book. The first is that God has honoured the distribu
tion of tracts among men right down the years: the
illustrations on this point are both numerous and con
vincing. Secondly, it is a task that anyone may
undertake. The humblest Christian can slip a tract into
a letter, the lowliest saint can pass on the Gospel message
in print to some needy soul. It is a piece of work that
everyone can do—it is service that all God's children can
render. The old excuse that tracts are unsuitable no
longer exists. The Victory Tract Club and other societies
are now publishing Gospel messages in most attractive
and modern form.

Some years ago a patent medicine was brought out in a
modern and attractive box with this slogan on it: We
cannot improve our medicine, it has stood the test of
years; all we can do is to improve and modernise the box
in which it is sold." We cannot improve our message,
it is eternal I ruth, but we can and have made more
attractive the "Silent Messenger" which contains and
presents the message.
May this book stir the hearts of many to begin in a

way to distribute the message through the printed page.

—A.

vm

SS|;S
X

I

rHE religious revival of the fourteenth century was
due very largely to the hundreds of Gospel leaflets,
written by hand by John WyclilTe and broadcast

throughout Britain. The Bohemian revival shortly after
wards resulted, to no small extent, from John Huss's
translations of WyclifTe's tracts. Thousands were won
for Christ in another day by Gospel tracts penned by
Luther and Calvin, whilst those written in prison by
Hans Hauge were the means of winning many in Sweden
for the Lord.

The eighteenth century revival again owed a consider
able amount to the tracts which flowed from the prolific pen
of John Wesley and which reached tens of thousands in
Britain. The great spiritual harvests reaped in America
by Charles Finney and Dwight L. Moody were preceded
in each case by a widespread distribution of Gospel tracts.

It is. therefore, impossible to over-estimate the impor
tance of tract distribution. Over 30,000,000 people in
Britain never attend a place of worship : apart from the
radio, almost the only means of reaching them with the
Gospel is by use of the printed page. Gospel leaflets,
as one writer points out, " can go everywhere. Tracts
know no fear, never tire, can be multiplied without end
by the press, can travel at little expense. They can talk
to one as well as to the multitudes, and to a multitude
as well as to one. They require no public room in which
to tell their story. They can tell it in the kitchen or
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parlour, shop or tram, in the railway carriage or in the
omnibus, on the broad highway or in the footpath through
the fields. They take no note of scoffs or jeers or taunts.
No one can betray them into hasty or random expressions.
They can be the vehicles of truth, the teachers of all
classes, the benefactors of all saints."

It was through a tract tliat Hudson Taylor, the founder
of the China Inland Mission, was converted. It was by
nieans of a tract that Prebendary Carlile, the originator
of the Church Army, was led to Christ. It was a tract
which brought Prebendary Webb-Peploe—so well-known
as a Keswick Convention speaker—to the Saviour.

Through a tract published by a simple evangelist in
1936, over 700 found Christ as Saviour, and incidents
might be multiplied of the way in which *' the silent
messenger" lias been Divinelv used in all parts of the
world. A young Frenchman, who had been wounded at
the siege of Saint Quentin, lay languishing in pain on a
pallet in hospital. He caught sight of a leaflet which
someone had dropped on the coverlet, picked it up and
read it, and was soundly converted as a result. The
monument of that man stands before the Church of
the Consistory in Paris, with a Bible in his hand :
the young man converted that day was to become Admiral
Coligny, the leader of the Reformation in France.
Coligny's nurse, a Sister of Mercy read the tract as It
lay on his bed. She gave it to the Lady Abbess, who
was also converted through it and fled from France to
the Palatinate. There she met and married a young
Hollander. The influence she exercised upon her hus-
band reacted upon the whole continent of Europe, for he
was Wilham of Orange, who became the champion of
hberty and Protestantism in the Netherlands.
"The silent messenger" is therefore, a factor which

and the following P^ffcs tell some-thmg of the work done bv the medium of the printed page

OUR Lord's commission to His followers was very
explicit: " Go ye into all the world and preach the
Gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15), but

obedience to the direction has been very imperfectly
rendered. It is estimated that in Britain to-day over 70
per cent, of the population is outside the orbit of organ
ised religion, and it is obvious that the majority of men
and women know practically nothing of Christ or the
Gospel. If the condition in Britain is appalling, however,
the spiritual need of the world field is beyond human
comprehension.

Moreover, the sense of personal accountability for their
fellows seems almost completely absent from most
Christians. Indeed, the tide of evangelistic fervour was
probably never at a lower ebb. " In the first centuries,"
says Dean Farrar, " every Christian looked on it as a
part of his life to be God's missionary, and for centuries
the church produced men like Boniface and Columban.
Then, for a thousand years, the darkness was only broken
here and there by a man like St. Louis of France or
St. Francis of Assisi." But to-day, concern for the un
converted is conspicuous by its absence. Yet, if the light
is to be brought to those who sit in darkness and the
shadow of death, it must be by God's people.
The very need of the world around constitutes a chal

lenge and emphasises the Christian's responsibility.
Raymond Lully, the famous Arabic scholar, who was

11
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stoned to death at ISugfia in Africa in 1314, was once a
wealthy man who had tasted freely of the pleasures of
life. But, catcliing- a glimpse of the purpose of the
Master, he resigned everything in order to carry the
(lospel to the Saracens—tlie first missionary to the
Moslems. Sufiering imprisonment, scourging, and
finally death, he willingly gave all for Christ. David
Brainerd in the wild forests of America; Hans Egeda,
braving the icy mountains of Greenland ; Adoniram Jud-
son, cheerfully bearing torture in a Burmese prison;
Francis Xavier, wearing himself out in the Far East; all
witness to the constraining power of the love of Christ.
How are we responding to the call to-day ? Not all

are called to go abroad .'is missionaries, and for those
of us who are not, there is a great need on our own
doorstep. Are we meeting the need ? Or are we eating
our morsel alone ? (Job 31 ; 17.) The very shortness
of the time lends urgency to the need, and none of God's
people can evade the responsibility. The need is obvious :
how can it be met ?

The metropolis and many of the larger cities in this
country have been the scene of big evangelistic campaigns.
The U.S.A. has been swept by movements designed to
attract youth. Thousands have been gathered at mon
ster rallies in unique circumstances in various countries.
But mass evangelism is limited in its power to reach the
unsaved.

As Savonarola and many of the same ilk since have
clearly demonstrated, it is dimcult to supersede open-air
preaching as a medium for reaching the average man. If
the preaching is efficient and well-considered and is under
the power of the Holy Spirit, il will be cfTective in reaching
heart and conscience.
A more popular medium nowadays—in America at

least—IS the radio, but the restrictions on broadcasting
m this country aflord little opportunity for any but a few
favoured ones to tell the glad news in this way.
Of all methods, that of personal work is undoubtedlv

the most effective. " We are more in need of those wlio
can talk about religion than of those who can preach
about It," declared Dr. James .Stalker. The man in the

street is more interested in the personal testimony of the
ordinary man tlian in the oratory of the pulpit. " Personal
evangelism is a collision of souls," says Dr. Samuel
Zwemer. " It is the terrific impact of personalities." If
500 Christians resolved to win three souls for Christ each
year, and if each of their converts adopted the same
resolution, in nine years there would be 1,310,720,000
converts.

The most effective form of personal evangelism is un
questionably the distribution of the printed page.
"Leaflet evangelism," says one writer, "requires no
rented buildings, no costly cars, no 'bus or railway
tickets to reach its audience. Leaflets travel cheaply.
They work day and night. They have free access to
homes, prisons, and hospitals, at all hours. They reach
audiences untouched by any other Gospel endeavour.
There is no limit to the dynamic power invested in the
ministry of tract evangelism.'' Tract distribution, more
over, banishes lethargy and apatliy, and deepens spiritual
zeal and earnestness in the distributor.

A ticket agent, who confessed himself incapable of
preaching, provided himself with a supply of tracts and
gave one with each ticket he sold. In five years, he had
given away £50 worth of tracts and had received letters
from twenty-two persons saying that they had been led
to the Saviour through reading the tracts.
A bargee was persuaded to attend a service at which

D. L. Moody was preaching. He was quite unimpressed
by the sermon, but as he left, he was given a leaflet in
which he read the words "Him tJiat cometh to Me, I will
in no wise cast oat." He attended another service soon
after, and was again handed a tract, in which the words
most prominently emphasised were: "Him that cometh
to Me, I will in no wise cast out." As his barge slowly
made its way up the canal, a canoe passed him and the
occupant threw a booklet on board the barge. He picked
it up and the first words his eyes lighted upon were,
"Him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out."
The next morning, he collected a letter from his wife
from the post office. In it, she remarked that she had
been to a meeting and had been extremely impressed by
B
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the address, which was based upon the text, " Hivi that
Cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out." The singular
coincidence so wrought upon the conscience of the bargee
that, without any more ado, he turned to the Lord and
accepted Him as Saviour.
A young man, who had just been to his cousin's

funeral, was handed a tract by a friend. As he looked
at It, his face went white. On the tract, was a picture
of a man, with his foot entangled in a stirrup, being
dragged along by a horse. "That is exactly how my
cousin met his death, ' he said. Conversation at once
opened up which ended in his conversion.
Such incidents—and how many times they might be

multiplied—are a testimony to the value of tract distri
bution as a means of personal evangelism.
A Sunday School teacher handed a tract to a man in

the street. It led him to Christ and, in seven months,
he had brought sixty others to the Lord and had started
a little church in llie district.
A brilliant young actor, on the way to the theatre, was

handed a tract by a humble old woman. He pushed it
into his pocket and forgot all about it until he pulled it
out at the hotel that night. He casually read it and then
re-read it. It so arrested him that, tiie next morning,
he paid a visit to a minister, who pointed him to the
Saviour. Five months later, he gave up the stage and
entered a theological seminary. That man became Dr.
George C. Lorimer, the famous pastor of Tremont Temple
in Boston, U.S.A.

Preaching might never have reached cases of that type,
but tract evangelism did ! Who shall say what blessing
results from the quiet efforts of many a humble tract dis
tributor. Here is a marvellous evangelistic opportunity

rHE importancc^l" publicity in the commercial world
cannot be fully assessed. The far-reaching character
and the general elTectiveness of advertising make it

a very valuable asset to business. The effect of propa
ganda in the political realm is equally patent, and the
attention given to public relations in both central and
municipal government is an indication of the importance
attached to literature in sucii circles.

Nor is the religious world completely backward in this
matter. Religious cults of all kinds spend lavishly in the
production and distribution of literature—some, of course,
of the highest value and some quite pernicious.

The importance of literature is accentuated by the
amazing increase in literacy all over the world. Very
largely through the initiative and energy of Dr. F. G.
Laubach, phonetic key word charts have been produced
for over 200 languages, and literacy campaigns have been
launched in most countries in which illiteracy has been
extensive.

In Russia, 80 million adults have been taught to read
since 1917 ; in China, 30 million between 1935 and 1940;
in Africa, 40 million will have been taught to read by
1970. A hundred million more adults read to-day than
could do so twenty years ago, and it is estimated that,
in 50 years, there will be 500 million more new readers.

15
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Dr. Laubach aptly presented the challenge to the
Madras Conference when he said, "As millions become
literate, there looms up the staggering task of providing
them with enough good literature. These literacy cam
paigns are going to double the world's readers. In India,
where eleven out of twelve are illiterate, a mighty tide
has begun to rise. Millions will be literate soon—before
we are ready. In China, ten out of twelve are illiterate.
Millions will soon be reading before we are ready.
Ninety-eight out of a hundred Africans are still illiterate,
but it is astonishingly easy to begin campaigns there.
A billion people, over half the human race, will be surging
in upon us like a tidal wave before we are ready. Are we
going to give them that reading, or who ? Will they be
flooded with the message of Christ or with atheism ?
Whatsoever is sown in their minds, the world will reap."

In Britain, the black-out and the general restrictions
of the last war had the effect of driving thousands of
people to reading, and the habit has largely remained.
Are they going to read life-giving words, or sordid and
defiling literature ?
This matter may appear to some extent, irrelevant to

the question of tract distribution, but it is very closely
connected. Both in this land and in the mission field,
the Gospel tract may be the key which opens the door to
a wealth of pure, ennobling, spiritual literature.

Dr. Griffith John found eight churches in China, which
owed their origin simply to Gospel tracts. It was through
reading Martin Luther's pamphlet on Galatians that John
Bunyan was converted, and no one can estimate the far-
reaching influence of Bunyan's epic, The Pilgrim's
Progress. More than 150,000,000 copies of Spurgeon's
sermons have gone into circulation and, as one writer
says, I he printed page is deathless; you can destroy
one, but the press can reproduce millions."

Objections
Some have objected to tract distribution on the ground

of the waste of paper. Paper is certainly in short supply,
and it is maintained by such objectors that what is avail
able should be used in more economical ways for Christian
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literature. Thousands of tracts are thrown away unread,
and it is often said that there is little evidence that those
which are read ever show any result.

It is, of course, possible for paper used for tracts to
be wasted. Charles T. Lampman, the editor of Faithful
Words, who is a prolific tract writer and distributor, was
once visiting an earnest Christian and casually enquired
whether he believed in tract distribution. His host flung
open the door of a cupboard, " Certainly, I do," he said.
" Look at all those tracts stored there." Two days later,
Mr. Lampman happened to be in conversation with the
man's wife. " I wish Tom would get rid of those tracts
upstairs," she said. " He has thousands of them, and
he hasn't given away a dozen in the last ten years."
Hoarding of that kind is certainly wasting paper, but the
incidents quoted later in this little book should be con
vincing proof that tracts distributed are definitely not a
waste of paper.

Some have claimed that tracts cheapen the Gospel, since
they present only a fragment of the Gospel message and
may easily give a misleading picture in consequence, but
this might just as easily be said of most sermons, and is
hardly a sound argument.

It has often been objected that the tracts which may be
purchased are usually old-fashioned and out of date, and
that recipients not unnaturally conclude that the Gospel
itself is old-fashioned and inapplicable to the present
generation of streamlined modernity and efficiency. There
may have been some justification for this in the past, but
the tracts to which reference is made under the heading
"Tract Production" (pp. 52—55) should dispose of that
objection.
The embarrassment caused when tracts are thrust

before people running to catch buses or trains is frequently
emphasised. It is true that the forcing of tracts upon
individuals in such circumstances may conceivably do
more harm than good, since the irritation caused may set
the recipient against the Gospel. Tact in distribution,
however, would avoid such difficulties, and if there is to
be objection it must be, in such instances, to the lack of
discretion rather than to the work of distribution.
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Effectuality
Tracts Jiave led to the Saviour people of all social

classes, of all trades, professions and calling's, of all
moods and temperaments. Tracts know no restriction as
to time or place, and make no distinction of country or
nationality. Some true believers maintain that tracts are
never elTective. Are they not ?
An infidel received by mail a tract entitled, Prepare to

Meet Thy God. In anger he was about to burn it, but
suddenly thought what a good joke it would be to send
It to a friend, who was also an infidel. The second re
cipient read the leaflet and was converted through it. In
turn, he sent it on to another friend, who was also con
victed and converted as a result.
A laundry worker, who often inserted Gospel leaflets

in outgoing laundry bundles, fell led one evening to put
one into a rolling basket, which would be used by the
girls in the morning. The next day, the floor manager
summoned him into his oflice and asked whether he was
responsible for putting the tract into the basket. On
confession being made the floor manager said, " Last
night, I came here discouraged and disappointed with
life. I wheeled that basket under the middle girder of the
pressing room, intending to hang myself from the girder
and to kick away the basket from under me. I caught
sight of the paper in the basket and picked it out. That
tract saved me from suicide and it also saved my soul,
for I have accepted Christ as my Saviour."
Another man stood in a quiet place. He had been out

of work for months and his meagre supply of cash was
now gone. He had had no food for three days, and there
seemed no alternative but to end his life. He was about
to pull out the cork from the little bottle of poison in his
hand, when he noticed a piece of paper on the ground,
bearing the words, If You Are Left. He picked it up and
read through the tract, with its message of salvation,
hope, and a future with God's help. He dashed the bottle
against the wall, called on the Lord for salvation, and
turned back from death to face life in dependence upon
God. Not long after, Mrs. E. R. Williams, whose name
was on the back of the tract, received a letter from him,

telling of his salvation at the point of death and of the
way in which God not only saved his soul but provided
him with a job and a future.
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117 HILST it is true that tract distribution is a worki/i/ in which all may engfage, certain qualifications are
patently essential.

The distributor must, of course, have a personal ex
perience of salvation himself. Without a knowledge of
Chrjst as Saviour, he is clearly not competent to present
Him to others, but if he has personally proved the deliver-
ing power of God, he is in a position to take the glad
message to those who are in similar need. Since
conversation may ensue from the giving of a tract it is
eminently desirable that the distributor should be able to
give his personal testimony—and that not in worn-out
cliches but in straightforward, everyday language.

If spiritual success is to attend the work, the distributor
must be one with a longing for souls. Unless there is a
realisation of the need of the unconverted and a consum-
mg passion for their salvation, success will not crown the
efforts. " I would sooner bring a sinner to Christ than
unpick all the mysteries of the Divine Word," said
Spurgeon, and his constant 2eal in the presentation of
the Gospel is still deserving of emulation.

The very earnestness which the tract distributor evi
dences often has an effect upon the recipient. When
handing a woman a tract one day, Major Whittle asked

20

if she was born again. She related the incident to her
liusband on his return home that evening, and he indig
nantly declared, " Had I been here, I would have sent
him about his business." " No, you wouldn't," said his
wife. '* Had you been here, you'd have thought from
his attitude and demeanour that it ivas his business."

Courtesy and politeness are vital in this work. A gentle
word or a friendly approach usually prove irresistible, and
even the most uncouth and ill-tempered respond favour
ably to such a manner. The rough, brusque approach,
cultivated by some good brethren, may not only court a
blunt refusal, but actually cause offence.

Tact and discretion are needed, not only in the mode
of approach and in the decision as to whom to approach,
but also particularly in the choice of tracts. A girl, who
was giving away tracts in a hospital, handed one to an
elderly man, who suddenly burst out laughing. On being
asked the reason for his mirth, he said, " Why give me
a tract that condemns dancing when I've already two
wooden legs ? " The time spent in careful selection of
suitable literature for particular cases to be contacted is
rarely time lost.

It is always well to bear in mind the occupation of the
recipient, if it is known, and, where practicable, to offer

21
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him an appropriate leaflet. In all cases, it is better to
have a single tract ready in preference to having to fish
one out of a batch.

Mixed with tact, a humorous audacity is sometimes not
out of place, provided that it is kept within bounds.
.Many may more readily accept a tract when it is given
with a cheerful smile and a semi-humorous remark. But,
if God has not gifted you with a sense of humour, don't
imitate it ! Argument should be avoided, but there should;
of course, be a willingness to discuss sincere spiritual
difficulties.

Perseverance and persistency are called for in all
circumstances. A tract, entitled Why Don't They Let
Us Alone ? given to an angry woman who had been
rather pestered with Gospel literature, proved the means
of arousing her interest and of eventually leading her
to Christ,

The work should be bathed in prayer, George Miiller
said : **On every tract we give, we should as much as
possible ask God's blessing. We should expect God's
blessing on our labours and confidently look for it. We
should labour in this service, prayerfully and believingly,
even though for a long time, we see little or no fruit."
George Muller certainly fulfilled his own injunction, for
he prayed for tract distribution every day for over forty
years.

On the practical side, the mode or dress of the distri
butor is not entirely unimportant. A slovenly-dressed
woman or an ill-kempt man is a bad commendation of
the Gospel and may prove a hindrance to the work.
Whilst ostentation and flashiness should be avoided, the
worker should dress neatly and tidily.
In the actual work, the distributor should demonstrate

a certain amount of dignity and decorum. Hilarity and
roistering, for examp'e, are ill-fitting to an ambassador
of Christ engaging upon a vital mission.
The work Is often unattractive and wearisome, with very

litt'e encouragement or reward. Sometimes indeed there
will be scorn and bitter opposition and even personal
abuse, but the one who is called to this work for God
must be prepared to face whatever ensues.

mere TO DISTRIBUTE

A 1 . l^'^aerulisaiion may be unwise, the casual
^ tract in any odd place where it may

,  c' y picked up and read seems a haphazard
me TO o Speculative value. Personal distribution is
normally far j^iore productive of results.

Unusual Places
On the other hand, tracts found in exceptional places

have often been fruitful, Charles T, Lampman says.i
No place is too odd or out of the way for the Holy

Spirit to use Gospel leaflets to bring sinners into light
and liberty. A miner found a tract down a mine and was
led to Christ through it there. A sailor on the high seas
was sent up a mast some hours as a look-out. Time wore
on and he felt in his pocket for something to read. He
found a tract and was converted there. A diver at the
bottom of tlie sea found something white and, holding it
before his goggles, saw it was a tract, read it and was
saved there."

A gentleman went to his stable to see his horse. On
the way he found a tract, read it and was saved. A man,
who became intoxicated while a passenger on an excur
sion boat, wandered into a public park to " sleep it off."
When he awoke, he found a tract by his side, read it and
was converted. An infidel came to Christ after he read
a tract wrapped around a cake of soap.
A woman threw a handful of tracts out of the window

of a moving train. To-day, a prosperous church marks
23
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the spot. Another man took a bundle of tracts to the
top of a tall office building and threw them off. One of
the papers fell on a man's hat and lodged in the band.
Later, a friend, seeing it there, asked what was its pur
pose. The man with great surprise extracted it, read
it and was saved.

A tract slipped down a coal grating led to a woman's
conversion. Another tlirown over a fence was found by
a Scotswoman hanging out washing, and resulted in her
conversion.

A Wide Field

Replies to a questionnaire show that tracts are being
distributed in hospitals, waiting-rooms, cinema queues,
canteens, market-places, housing estates, parks, trains,
'buses, factories, camps and billets, in house visitation,
village work and open-air services, at lodging-houses,
infirmaries and R.A.F, stations, among seamen, doctors,
railwaymen, gas employees, miners, industrial workers,
society people and taxi-drivers, and by post, in magazines,
etc. In fact, there is a field for everyone who wishes to
engage in this kind of work.

A newspaper boy puts a tract in every paper he delivers.
A man in a mail order business encloses one with every
business letter he sends out. An optician gives a tract
entitled My Eyes to every client. The proprietor of a pet-
shop hands a leaflet, Would you leave the canary in charge
of the cat ? to al! his customers. A biscuit manufacturer
in Hong Kong inserts a brief Gospel message, printed in
Chinese, Japanese, Malay and English, in every tin of
biscuits he sends out.

Other workers have affixed boxes at boarding-houses,
railway stations, 'bus depots, gaols, factories, etc., the
boxes bearing a notice, Please Take One, and being kept
constantly replenished with gospel literature.

A merchant in Philadelphia used to paste tracts on the
front window of his store. All day long, people would
pause to read the message, and at least one man was
saved through the presentation of the Gospel in this
manner.
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Hospitals and Prisons, Etc.

Distribution of tracts in hospitals has proved extremely
fruitful and many a soul has passed from darkness to
light as a result of receiving a carefully chosen leaflet
from a hospital visitor. Patients will sometimes turn to
a leaflet from sheer boredom with their surroundings.
The hours in bed afford the time to think which is gener
ally lacking in normal circumstances, and an appropriate
message in print receives more thought than it would
otherwise.

Stories of blessing are similarly related by prison
visitors who have the opportunity of passing on Gospel
literature to prisoners, who, with time hanging heavy on
their hands, have been only too glad to peruse such
literature as they sit in their cells, and of whom not a
few have found spiritual liberty in consequence.

One day in 1942, a man stopped to distribute tracts at
the local gaol. He left several for Jimmie Alford, a man
who had been condemned to death, Jimmie read the
tracts and turned in confession to the Lord Jesus Christ
and accepted Him as his Saviour. He commenced
immediately to testify to his new-found Master and several
of his fellow-prisoners were converted through his testi
mony. He wrote to all his friends and relatives to tell
them the glad news and, even after his death, several
were converted.

Prisoner-of-war camps provided a marvellous oppor
tunity. Tracts in German and Italian were distributed
in many of them, and untold blessing resulted there
from.

The possibilities of the use of the post as a medium for
tract distribution are not fully realised, but some ardent
Christians have given themselves to this type of work.
In some instances, all obituary notices in local papers
are followed up by the sending of suitable literature to
the bereaved relatives. In other cases, mailing lists have
been compiled of invalids and sick persons and literature
is regularly sent to them.
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in the Open Air
Open air meetings are a favourite place for tract distri

bution, but it is unwise for tracts to be given out while
a meeting is in progress. If a worker mingles with the
crowd distributing literature at that stage, the effect will
be to disturb the meeting and to divert the attention of
the listeners from the preacher. It is clearly preferable
for him to wait on the outskirts of the crowd and to pass
on a tract to those who have been listening but are slip
ping away. The close of the meeting provides a further
opportunity.

Literature distributed on such occasions should bear the
name and address of the church or hall with which the
workers are connected, so that those who have been im
pressed may know where to go in order to hear more of
the way of life.

Closely analogous is tract distribution to cinema queues.
It should be appreciated, however, that picturegoers are
out for pleasure and the tracts selected should, therefore
bear this in mind. Leaflets with attractive titles such as
Are Yoti Enjoying Life ?, Clothes IVithoiit Coupons,
Real Happiness, etc., tracts dealing with topical events^
or bearing good illustrations, are the most appropriate.
The tract should be accompanied by a smile and a

cheery remark. Criticism of cinemas and worldly
pleasures is obviously out of place, but a casual remark
may carry home the message of the tract. A girl of 18
standing in a cinema queue was handed a tract with a
pleasant comment and stood reading it. She was so
arrested by its message that she could take no interest
in the picture. A few days later, she decided to seek out
the mission hall whose name was on the leaflet. Then she
heard the clear message of the Gospel and was gloriously
saved.

Boat races, football and cricket matches, processions,
etc., all provide an opportunity for the zealous worker.
It is clearly absurd to give out tracts when excitement
is running high—when a race is actually being run or
the procession is just passing, for example. But when
the crowd is waiting, with nothing to do or to occupy their
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minds, "the silent messenger" may prove to be quite
welcome. Tracts with a title relevant to the occasion (e.g.
The Winner, How I Made a Fortune, The Five Card
Sharpers, for races) naturally have a greater appeal. A
brief comment as the tract is passed on may also open
the door to conversation on spiritual things.

Public Conveyances
If tracts are distributed in 'buses or trams, care should

be taken that no annoyance is caused and also that the
conductor is not obstructed in the performance of his
duties.

On a long railway journey, it is always better to give
fellow-passengers time to settle down and to read their
newspapers and magazines before producing a tract; but
after a time, something novel will be welcome, and the
distributor will probably find, not only that his tract will
be readily accepted, but that some travellers will be pre
pared even to enter into a discussion of spiritual matters.

The Legal Question
There are certain places in which it is illegal to distri

bute any kind of literature. In Hyde Park, London, for
example, the by-laws prohibit the distribution of literature,
the playing of any kind of instrument, or the taking of a
collection, but tracts can be given out outside the Park
gates. The wisdom of the restriction is evident to any
one who is familiar with the type of meetings carried on
in Hyde Park. If Christians were allowed to distribute
tracts there, political parties and religious cults would
claim a similar right, and the Park would be littered
with leaflets and tracts of all types.

It is always advisable, therefore, to ascertain what local
restrictions exist, but an apology for an unwitting trans
gression IS usually accepted as a full amendment.
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/T is frequenUy stated tliat tract distribution is
completely ineffective and not worth while, but the
experience of most workers is a denial of this A

zealous young man, distributing tracts on a Clyde river
steamer one day, handed one to a gentleman who
remarked as he received it that he did not think' much
permanent good resulted from such efforts. " As a young
man, I used to do a good deal of it," he said, "but I
gave it up because I never saw any fruit from it."
"Well," said the young Christian, "I can only give

my testimony that, but for a tract handed me by a gentle
man when I was twelve years old outside a mission hall
I should never have entered the hall and been convicted
of sin and subsequently saved through reading the tract."
" Where did that happen ? " asked the gentleman. The

young man named the hall and the date. The older man's
eyes filled with tears, and grasping the young fellow's
hand, he said with great emotion, "I was that man I
gave up heart soon after and have not given away a tract
for nearly twenty years. God forgive mv faithlessness.
Twenty years' service has been lost."

Initial Discouragement

H. J. Garland tells of a Methodist local preacher, who
purchased some tracts, but for a long time lacked the
courage to distribute them. One evening, he determined
to make a start. The first tract he offered was entitled
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The Sinner's Only Hope. He handed it to a butcher, who
was so enraged at being offered a tract that he began
to curse and swear, telling the preacher to take his
message to some real sinners. He did not regard him
self as a sinner, but as an honest, respectable character.
The worker was so distressed at this rough reception that
he took his tracts home and decided that he was not

called to that form of Christian work. Four days later,
the butcher sent his wife to see him. To his great
surprise, the tradesman was dying and had only a few
days to live. He begged to be forgiven for the way he
had refused the tract, but confessed that it had wounded
his pride. Now this fatal illness had come and he was
not ready to face eternity.

" As you are the only person who ever reminded me
that I have a soul to save all the years I've lived in this
town, I feel you can help me to make my peace with
God, ' lie said. riic preacher told him tiie simple way
of salvation and had the joy of leading him to the Lord,
and the butcher spent his last days pleading with his
unsaved friends not to postpone a decision. And the
preacher, who had met with such discouragement at his
first venture, became a zealous and most successful tract
distributor.

EffecHveness

Miss E. G. Clarke tells the story of an old negro who
was once given a tract by a minister, who later asked
him what he thought of it. " Oh, Massa," was the reply,
"it do my soul good. I neber knew afore why dey call
'em tracks, but when I read de lil book, it tracks me dat
way. When I go into de barn, it tracks me dere; when
I go into the house, it tracks me dere. It tracks me ebery-
where I go, and now I know why dey call 'em tracks."
A man got into a street car in New York and gave each

passenger a little card, bearing the words, " Look to Jesus
when tempted, when troubled, when dying." One of the
passengers carefully read the card and put it into his
pocket. As he left the car, he said to the giver, " When
you gave me this card, I was on my way to the ferry,
intending to jump from the boat and drown mvself. My
D


