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No Difference! 
"For there is no difference, for all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God." Romans 3:22, 23, 

THIS statement is taken from the Bible, the word 
of God, and the purpose of this booklet is to 

discover what is involved in this arresting phrase, 
which makes such a sweeping assertion regarding 
all humanity. 

Every person is born with the faculty for dis-
tinguishing differences, and therefore has the right 
to a "D. D." behind his name. He loves to com-
pare or contrast one person or thing with another 
and to classify these distinctions. He speaks of 
"good, better and best"; and of "bad, worse and 
worst." He distinguishes between colors, odors, 
tastes, speeds and heights, etc. In fact, the more 
his knowledge increases, the more acute becomes 
this ability to differentiate. 

What then, does God mean by the bald statement: 
"There is no difference"? Before we attempt to 
answer this question, let us ennumerate certain 
things which God does not mean by these words. 
We could term this: 

I. The Limitation of the Phrase. 

In the first place He does not mean that there is 
no difference in the personalities of men, for no two 
human beings are exactly alike in every respect. 
God, as Creator, delights in infinite variety. He 
does not go in for mass production. Each individual 
is distinct from every other individual on the face 
of the earth. Each one possesses a personality that 
distinguishes him from everyone else. When God 
makes a person He breaks the mould, and thus 



there will never be two persons just exactly alike. 
No two leaves on a tree are absolutely identical. 
No two blades of grass are exactly similar. No two 
snowflakes have the same design: each is distinct 
from the other. 

Man's personality is expressed in a threefold way. 
First, by his intellect that enables him to acquire, 
retain and reproduce knowledge. Second, by his 
emotions or feelings, by which he reacts to what he 
knows. Third, by his will, through which he de-
termines and carries out his resolve by word or act. 
By the possession of these three faculties, each in-
dividual is constituted a distinct personality. God 
never coerces this personality, but seeks, by His 
word, to reach the intellect, stir the emotions and 
precipitate the will to an acceptance of Christ as 
his Savior, and acknowledgement of Him as the 
Lord of his life. Thus there is a vast difference in 
the personalities of men. 

Secondly, there is a great difference in the men-
tality of men. There are many shades and grades 
of intelligence. In the ascending scale there is the 
idiot, the subnormal, the normal, the clever, the 
brilliant and the genius. Between the first and the 
last there is surely a wide distinction, and God 
recognizes this fact. 

Thirdly, there is a great difference in the morality 
of men. It is a far cry between the honest and the 
dishonest; the sober and the drunkard; the clean 
lipped and the foul mouthed. One's environment 
and upbringing play a large part here. Fortunate 
indeed is he who has had the advantage of being 
reared in a well ordered home, where the virtues 
of honesty and morality are taught and exemplified. 

Fourthly, there is surely a tremendous differ-
ence in the society of men. Gate-crashers have 



been made to learn, the hard way, that a marked 
distinction exists between classes of people! So-
ciety moves in various circles, and on well defined 
and tenaciously held levels. On top there is the 
exclusive "Four Hundred." Then, lower down, the 
"upper class." Beneath this is the "middle class" 
and, next, the "lower class." Finally comes "the 
submerged tenth." These circles or planes of so-
ciety have persisted from time immemorial. 

Fifthly, there is a marked difference in the 
physiognomy of men. By this is meant their physi-
cal appearance. We speak of a person as being tall, 
medium or short; as stout, stocky or thin; as ugly, 
plain, pretty, or beautiful. Any observant person 
who stands at a busy street corner, can receive a 
demonstration of this fact. 

Sixthly, there is surely an undeniable difference 
in the nationality of men. They differ in the color 
of their skin; from white to black, with many 
shades between. They differ in language; from the 
simple vocabulary of the primitive tribes, to the 
complex language of the highly civilized. They dif-
fer in dress, outlook, customs and climes. One has 
only to travel the world to discover there is a vast 
difference in the nationalities of men. 

Seventhly, there is a vast difference in the phi-
losophies of men; that is, their various systems of 
belief, their outlook on life, and their theories con-
cerning future existence. Some are naturally re-
ligious and love the trappings of an ornate ritual 
with its many ordinances. Others are irreligious 
and materialistic in their thinking. Some are super-
stitious, and their lives are consequently bound by 
a host of fetishes, charms and a dread of the super-
natural. Many are agnostics and sceptics, who deny 
the fact of the supernatural. Still others are credu- 



Ions and believe everything that is told them, while 
some will refuse to believe anything they hear. 
The more one talks with men, the more he will be-
come convinced that there is certainly a wide dif-
ference in their philosophies. It is a case of "each 
turning to his own way." (Isa. 53: 6). 

Since, then, there is a great difference in the 
personality, mentality, morality, society, physi-
ognomy, nationality and philosophy of mankind; 
what does God mean when He makes the inclusive 
statement: "There is no difference"? The answer 
is quite simple and perfectly reasonable: There is 
no difference in the spiritual condition of all men by 
nature; or, as God goes on to explain: "for all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God." 

The word of God bears record that there is no 
different in the fact that, First, all humanity comes 
into this world by means of a physical birth; Second, 
that all are possessed of a sinful human nature; 
Third, that all, given time, become sinners by prac-
tice; Fourth, that all are guilty, lost and helpless to 
save themselves; Fifth, that all need to be born 
again, if ever they would see or enter the kingdom 
of God; Sixth, that all must, in the natural order of 
events, die; Seventh, that all must meet God in 
eternity, either with eternal joy or eternal woe. 
These facts may be denied, but this does not affect 
their truth in the slightest degree. 

Having dealt with the limitation of the prase: 
"There is no difference"; let us proceed to 

II. The Elucidation of the Phrase. 

That is, we shall seek to discover the meaning of 
this statement in the light of the setting in which it 
is found in the Bible. We shall see that the first 
three chapters of Romans are taken up with proving 



the fallen condition, guilt and desperate need of all 
humanity. 

First, the Gentiles, or the heathen, who do not 
have the written law of God are seen to be guilty of 
sin (Romans 1: 18, 2: 16). The argument is as fol-
lows: The heathen have the evidence of God's ex-
istence, power, wisdom and eternal Godhead re-
vealed to them in nature, or creation which ef-
fectually robs them of any excuse for idolatry or 
atheism. (Read Romans 1:20). From this reve-
lation they deliberately turned aside to idolatry and 
unmentionable vice (1:21-32). Yet the work of 
the law is shown in their hearts by the fact that: 
"they do by nature the things contained in the law" 
and are thus "a law unto themselves." (2: 14-16). 
They know, intuitively, that it is wrong to steal, lie, 
commit adultery and murder; and yet they do all 
these things. By this they "shew the work of the 
law written in their hearts their conscience also bear-
ing witness, and their thoughts the meanwhile ac-
cusing, or else excusing one another.". From the 
primitive savage to the educated pagan, it is thus 
proved that "there is no difference, for all have 
sinned." 

Second, the Jews, to whom the written law, as 
contained in the ten commandments, was given, 
are equally guilty of sin. (Read Rom. 2: 17-3:9). The 
argument, again, is quite easy to follow. Their 
privileges and proud profession is described. (2:17-
20). Next, their sinful inconsistency is unsparing-
ly condemned. They boasted of their possession of 
the written law, yet failed to keep,  its precepts, and 
thus brought God's name into disrepute amongst the 
Gentiles. (2: 21-24). The ol'iious conclusion is that 
they were alike guilty with the Gentiles. (3: 1-9). 

Third, having proved that the Gentiles had been 



guilty of breaking the unwritten law, and that the 

Jews had been guilty of breaking the written law; 

Paul rightly concludes that there is no difference 

between the Jew and the Gentile. The apostle then 

proceeds to set forth God's indictment of all hu-

manity as found in the Scriptures. 

Mark the words carefully and notice particularly 

the inclusiveness of it: "Both Jews and Gentiles are 

all under sin ... There is none righteous no, not one. 

There is none that understandeth, there is none that 

seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the 

way, they are together become unprofitable; there is 

none that doeth good no not one . . . For there is no 

difference, for all have sinned and come short of the 

glory of God." (3:10-23). 

These words constitute God's full length portrait 

of all humanity by nature. Each person stands on 

the same platform of sin. Each one is labeled with 

the same name—"Sinner." Consequently, each in-

dividual is in the same, desperate need of God's 

salvation. Then follows the good news that this 

need has been met by the substitutionary sacrifice 

of the Son of God, who bare the sinner's sins, took 

his place .in judgment, died in his stead; and rose 

again, that each believing sinner might be justified, 

or declared righteous by God. Read Romans 3:24-

26. 
Having indicated the limitation of the phrase and 

sought to make clear the elucidation of these words; 

let us now attempt 

III. The Illustration of the Phrase. 

In other words, we shall try to make clear, by 

some simple and oft-Used illustrations, what God 

means when He declares: "There is no difference." 

First, All are guilty, needing pardon. Let us pay 
• 



a visit to a prison. Standing on the platform, we 
see before us hundreds of men, all clothed in drab 
prison garb. As we view these prisoners we can 
truthfully say of them: "There is no difference, for 
they have all been charged with having committed 
a certain crime, all have been found guilty, and all 
have been sentenced to serve a term of imprison-

.ment," The chief warden might object to that 
statement and say: "Excuse me, but there is a great 
difference in those men! Some are here for car 
stealing, others for bank robbery, some for fraud, 
some for arson, and others for murder." To this 
we reply: "We were not referring to the character 
or kind of the crime committed, but to the fact that 
each of these men has been charged with a crime 
for which he was found guilty and sentenced to 
serve a term in this prison." Though the nature 
of the crimes each committed was different, yet • 
they were all infringements of the law of the coun-
try. Each therefore incurred the penalty of that 
law, which was imprisonment. , 

One does not have to.break all the ten command-
ments of God's law in order to become a law break-
er, or sinner. The breaking of any one of these 
commands is a breaking of the law as a whole. This 
is what James 2:10 means when it says: "He that 
keepeth the whole law, and offendeth in one point, 
the same is guilty of all." You may not have com-
mitted as many sins as another, or sunk into the 
depths of sin and degradation as deeply as others; 
but the fact remains that you have sinned to some 
extent, and you are therefore guilty before God. It 
is not the degree, but the fact of sin that is in ques-
tion. In other words: all alike have sinned, but all 
have not sinned alike. One crime constitutes its 
perpetrator a criminal. One lie makes the person 



who told it a liar.. One theft brings the title of 

"thief" to the one who steals. One murder makes 

a man a murderer. One sin makes a sinner. 

God charges all responsible humanity alike of 

having sinned against Him in thought, word, attitude 

or deed. How plead you to God's charge: "Guilty," 

or "Not Guilty"? Happy is the man who pleads 

"guilty;" for to such a pardon, purchased by the 

blood of God's Son, is made available without money 

and without price. 

Second, All are ragged, needing clothing. In 

Isaiah 64:6 we read: "We are all as an unclean thing, 

and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags." This , 

statement should be carefully pondered by each 

reader. During the world war of 1914-1918 it was 

my privilege to be an evangelist amongst the troops 

in South Africa. Each morning the new recruits 

were marched past our tent to be fitted for their 

unifdrms at the Quartermaster's stores. All classes 

of men were represented in those recruits: .from the 

well tailored gentleman to the ragged tramp; but all 

had to strip themselves of their garments in order to 

get into their country's uniform. Whether it' was 

the finest of well-tailored- broadcloth, or worn out 

rags, neither was suitable as a uniform for the army! 

Each had to be stripped and clothed in the 'approved 

uniform of his king and country ere he could serve 

in. the army. 

As the eye of God looks upon men, He sees many 

clad in the robes of respectability, religiousness, 

smugness, sleekness and fancied self-righteousness; 

while others are garbed in the rags of an outwardly 

sinful life of crime, lust and shame. Now mark this 

whether a person be robed in the silken garments of 

religion and respectability, or in the rags and filth 

of immorality and debauchery; each alike is totally 



unfit to stand in God's presence or be accepted of 
Him. God has plainly declared: "There is no dif-
ference . . All our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags." Each sinner must therefore strip himself if he 
would be clothed, by God, in the "garments of sal-
vation and be covered with the robe of righteous-
ness", which alone can fit him for God's presence. 
(Isaiah 61: 10). The garments of our own goodness, 
when seen in the pure light of God's perfect holiness, 
are then realized to be the filthy rags they really 
are. Needless to say, the tramp was far more will-
ing to part with his rags than the gentleman with his 
well tailored suit; but there was no difference as 
they emerged from the Quartermaster's stores, for 
both were clothed in the same uniform of khaki! ., 

Third, All are unclean, needing cleansing. In 
Psalm 14:2-3 we read: "The Lord looked down from 
heaven upon the children of men, to see if there 
were any that did understand and seek God. They 
.are all gone aside, they are all together become 
filthy."' 

Some years ago I visited a leper asylum in South 
Africa: Amongst the hundreds of patients, there,  
existed a tremendous difference in the outward ef-
fects of the disease. In some of the patients no 

• trace of the dread plague could be observed; while 
in others it was so far advanced that one shrank 
from it in horror. Yet the fact remained that there 
was no difference in those patients. They were all 
unclean, for they all had the virus of leprosy in their 
veins. 

Leprosy in the Bible, is the supreme picture of 
sin; and God has declared all humanity has been 
contaminated by it. With some it is not so easily 
discernable because of the veneer of culture, or re-
spectability or a religious profession. In others the 



ravages of the dread disease are apparent to all; but 
actually there is no difference, for all are alike af-
fected by this awful disease of sin to a greater or 
lesser degree. 

Fourth, AU are in the same state, needing a change 
of standing. The Scripture states that all humanity, 
by nature, lives in a condition or state of sin. • All 
are described as being: "In trespasses and sins?' 
(Eph. 2:1). In other words, the sinner is so identi-
fied with his sins that he is described by God as be-
ing in a state of sin. In this condition his "best 
deeds are but splendid sins?' Let us illustrate this 
fact by imagining four men in the state of Washing-
ton. One is on the summit of Mount Rainier, in 
the altitude of perpetual snow. Another is half 
way up, close to the timber line. Still another is in 
nearby Seattle, at sea level; while the last is work-
ing in a deep mine, two thousand feet below the 
level of the sea. 

Surely it will be acknowledged that each of these 
men is in the same state; the only difference lies in 
their altitude in that state. Some people live on a 
high plane of morality, while others are sunk in the 
depths of iniquity; but the fact remains that all are 
in the same state in the sight of God—a state of sin. 
All therefore need a change of standing, if ever they 
are to be accepted by God. This change is effected 
when the sinner trusts in Christ and His finished 
work. He is then declared to be "in Christ Jesus" 
and, as such, is no longer viewed as being "in sin" 
but in a state of acceptance before God. 

Fifth, All are too short of the divine standard, 
needing salvation. Romans 3: 23 affirms: "All have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God." Again 
let us illustrate. 

One of the conditions of a certain regiment in 



Great Britain is that each soldier must be at least 
six feet in height. Here are two men. One of 
them is four feet *six inches, and the other five 
feet, eleven and three quarter .inches. Which of 
these can be admitted into the regiment? Neither of 
them! There is no difference, for both have come 
short of the standard demanded. It is true one 
came nearer to the standard than the other, but 
both were too short. 	 • 

Now let us apply the -illustration. The standard 
that God righteously requires is perfection, as ex-
-pressed by perfect obedience to the law. This law 
demands: "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy strength, and with all thy mind, and thy neigh-
bor as thyself." (Luke 10:27). Can any • reader 
truthfully claim to have measured up to this Divine 
standard? No, not one! Some may come nearer 
to it than others, but all are alike in the fact that 
they have "come short of the glory of God." Conse-
quently each is unfit for God's presence in his 
natural condition. 

Many people foolishly spend their time: "measur-
ing themselves by themselves, and comparing them-
selves among themselves," usually to their own ad-
vantage; but all such labor is in vain, for all 
alike have come short of the Divine standard (II 
Car. 10:12). 

Sixth, All are sick, needing a physician. Here is 
the main ward of a hospital. In it are twenty beds, 
each occupied by a patient. As we look at these 
patients we exclaim: "There is no difference: they 
are all sick and need a doctor." The head nurse, 
however, takes issue with us and objects: "There is 
a great difference in these patients, for each one is 
suffering from a different malady." We reply: J'We 



were not referring to the kind of disease from which 
they suffer; but to the fact of it. Are they not all 
sick? Do they not all need a doctor?" Of course, 
the matron will agree to this statement. 

Christ said on one occasion: "They that are whole 
need not a physician, but they that are sick , . I 
came, not to call the righteous; but sinners to re-
pentance." (Matt. 9:12, 13). All humanity is sin-
sick. God declares: "The whole head is sick, and 
the whole heart faint" (Isaiah 1: 5). This disease 
may manifest itself in different ways and by various 
symptoms, but there is no difference, all are sick 
and need the great Physician, the strong Son of God, 
to make them spiritually well. 

Seventh, All are bankrupt, needing reinstatement. 
Christ Himself illustrated this fact by the parable of 
the two debtors, one of whom owed 500 pence, and 
the other 50. When the time came for them to pay, 
each discovered he had nothing with Which to 
settle his obligation to the creditor. There was no 
difference, for each was a bankrupt. When each of 
them owned this faCt to the creditor, he freely and 
frankly forgave them both their debt. See Luke 
7: 41-43.

-All 
	• 

men owe God, as their Creator, a life of loyalty 
to His Person, obedience to His law and service to 
His glory. This they have miserably failed to do, 
and are therefore bankrupt sinners. While it is 
true that some owe God more than others, yet no 
one has the wherewithall with which to fully pay 
his debt. The best thing for the sinner to do is to 
file his papers for spiritual bankruptcy and then cast 
himself on the mercy of the Creditor and trust 
Christ as his Savior. Then through the work ac-
complished by His Son on Calvary, God will then 
righteously, freely and fully forgive the debt. 



Eighth, All are dead, 'needing life. Let us visit a 
cemetery and read the inscriptions on the tomb-
stones. Here is one that states the body was buried 
in 1640; another 1780; another 1890; another 1940. 
Three hundred years separate the first from the 
last. Now, which of these bodies is the most dead? 
You reply and rightly: "There is no difference—al/ 
are dead." There are degrees in decomposition, but 
not in death. 

God's word states that all by nature are "dead 
in their trespasses and sins." (Eph 2:1). Physi-
cal death is the absence of physical life; and spiritual 
death is the absence of spiritual life. Spiritual, or 
eternal life, is found alone in Christ. It is written: 
"In Him was life, and the life was the light of men." 
(John 1:4). This is why the Scriptures declare: 
"He that hath the Son of God hath the (spiritual) 
life. He that hath not the Son of God hath not the 
life." (I John 5:12). 

Christ raised three people to life during His 
ministry on earth. The first was a young girl who 
had only just died. The second was a young man 
about to be buried. The third was a man whose 
body had been in the tomb four days. Which of 
these was the most ,  dead? Doubtless the first was 
more pleasant to look upon than the last; but there 
was no difference, all were dead, and needed the 
Son of God to give them life. So it is with all hu-
manity. Christ came that we might have spiritual 
life, and this life is communicated to every sinner 
the moment he receives Christ, whom to know is 
life eternal. (John 17:3). 

Ninth, All are in danger, needing deliverance. 
When the great ship Titanic sank on its maiden voy-
age from Liverpool to New York, many classes of 
people were on board the ill-fated vessel. There 



were first, second and third class passengers; but 
when that ship took its fatal plunge and sank be-
neath the waves, there was no difference! All were 
saved who took to the life boats. All were lost who 
failed to be rescued. 

The word of God is mercilessly clear as to the 
danger of all who have not trusted Christ as their 
own Savior. To die in this condition is to be lost 
eternally. Christ Himself declared: "If ye die in 
your sins . . . where I am, there ye cannot come." 
(John 8:21-24). It matters not how man may class-
ify you. If you are not saved, God classifies you as 
lost, and therefore in danger of His eternal judgment. 

We have sought to show the limitation, the eluci-
dation and the illustration of the phrase—"no dif-
ference!" Now let us concern ourselves very brief-
ly with 

IV. The Application of the Phrase. 

What effect is this message to have upon you? 
Christ said: "He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear." Matt. 11:15. It has surely been made clear 
from the Bible that: "There is no difference, for all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God." 
Why not, just where you are, and as you are own 
yourself, before God, as the ruined, helpless, hope-
less and hell-deserving sinner He declares you to 
be. Then believe the good news of the gospel, that 
the Son of God loved you, bore your sins, and gave 
Himself for you and, by His death and resurrection 
satisfied every claim of God against you. Now 
definitely receive Christ as your own Savior, and 
rely entirely on His work on the cross for your sal-
vation. When you have done this, own Christ 
boldly as the Lord of your life and seek to live for 
Him. You shall know by joyous experience, the 



life,. light and liberty, the pardon, peace and power _ that God gives to all who trust His Son. 
There is another "no difference" in Romans. It is 

found in chapter 10 and verse 12.- It reads thus: 
"For there is no difference . . . for the same Lord 
over all is rich unto all that call upon Him." While 
the first is the "no difference" of man's guilt and sin; 
this is the "no difference" of God's•grace and salva-
tion. Own the first to be true of you. Then trust 
Christ as your Savior, and come under the blessed 
provision God has made for your eternal salvation! 
John 5: 24. 
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