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FOREWORD 

"O FOOLS and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken," said the Lord to His wondering disciples on 
the day of His resurrection. He expected them to be ac
quainted with all that the prophets had spoken. What 
shall be said to any follower of His today who ignores or 
lightly values the prophetic Scriptures? If God has been 
pleased to devote, as He has, such a large proportion of 
His Word to prophetic utterances as to the future, it be
hooves us all to pay earnest attention to these things. 

Some may find prophecy a difficult subject, but God 
would exercise our minds as well as our hearts in His 
things, and it is a poor son who is not interested in his 
father's affairs. Our gracious Father has made known His 
whole counsel. He has told us of the coming again of His 
Son, of our wonderful destiny as having part with Him in 
the coming glory. He has told us of the ultimate develop
ment of evil in this world and its coming judgment, of the 
future of His earthly people Israel, of the glorious reign of 
Christ, of the end of all things, and gives us a glimpse of 
eternity itself. Does He not desire us to be intelligent as 
to all this? 

"Understandest thou what thou readest?'' said Philip to 
the eunuch. The eunuch's reply, "How can I, except some 
man shall guide me?", may well be the unexpressed feeling 
of a young believer confronted with the great subject of 

7 



8 CONCERNING TIIE FUTURE 

prophecy. It is just here that such a book as this comes in. 
The author, with a lifetime of Bible study behind him and 
an acquaintance with the various schools of thought on 
prophetic subjects, gives us in this book a clear and sound 
exposition of the great themes of prophecy. 

We pity the believer who can read these pages without 
being stirred as the author draws from the prophetic word 
the great outline of God's plans for the future. Here is 
history in advance according to the word of Him "who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will." 

May God richly bless the perusal of this book to every 
reader, who should bear in mind that while a teacher may 
expound the Word, the Spirit of God alone can make it 
good in our hearts and minds. 

T. w. CARRON

Worthing, England 



PREFACE 

To mosE taught by the Spirit of God to be subject to the 
Scriptures of truth it was never more apparent that the end 
of the present age is drawing near. International blocs, 
commercial amalgamations, trade unions of all sorts, the 
establishment of Israel as a people in Palestine, the in
crease of lmowledge and with it the increase of speed and 
travel, the restlessness, wickedness and turmoil of the 
masses, the corruption of Christendom and its endeavor to 
unite by compromise with anti-Christian systems, the ru
mors of wars, the lukewarmness of the bue people of God, 
and much more-all stress the fact that "the coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh." Our loins should be girded, our 
lights should be burning, and we ourselves should be as 
men that are awaiting Him. 

Because of confusion of thought as to details touching 
prophecy, the danger exists of losing altogether the hope 
that is set before us of seeing our Saviour and being like 
Him. May the Lord graciously grant that His blessing may 
rest upon this small endeavor to keep alive within our 
hearts the earnest desire to see Him. 

E. w. ROGERS

Oxford, England. 
December 1961. 
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INTRODUCTION 

So MANY BOOKS have been written on the subject with 
which this present volume deals that the question may 
well be asked: Is another book on this subject needed? 
One does not need to look far for the answer. One gener
ation passes and another comes, and the message of a man 
to his own generation often has far more influence upon it 
than that of one who belonged to a former generation. 

There is another reason. Truth is ever in danger of being 
lost because of contrary teaching, and the need for re
peatedly restating it ever exists. Indeed, as the time of the 
promise draws near, the need is even more pressing. 

Although the writer has held the views set out in this 
book for many years, he has endeavored not to be ob
stinately biased, refusing to consider other opinions. He 
realizes that none of us lmows anything as we ought; there 
is still territory of divine truth to be discovered. He has, 
therefore, not rejected further light which he has been able 
to obtain from others, even though it necessitated his 
abandoning or correcting views that he has hitherto held. 
He has examined the teachings of others, and some of 
them are considered in the book before the reader. We 
should all act as the Bereans and search the Scriptures for 
ourselves to see whether or not that which is taught agrees 
with God's Word. Paul enjoined the Thessalonians, "Prove 
all things; hold fast that which is good. Abstain from all 
appearance of evil."1 ''What is the chaff to the wheat?"2 

11 Thess. 5:21. 
2Jer. 23:28. 

11 



12 CONCERNING TIIE FUTURE 

The end of prophecy is to bring our lives into conformity 
to the will of God. Prophecy was never intended to be
come a battleground between parties holding conflicting 
notions, nor was it intended to satisfy carnal curiosity. We 
must never forget that "we walk by faith, not by sight,"3 

and curiosity has only to do with things that are seen. The 
things of God are "spiritually discerned," and it is neces
sary, therefore, that we handle them in prayerful and en
tire dependence upon the Holy Spirit if we are to be taught 
of Him. We must not treat the Scriptures as if they were 
merely like any other book. Being God's "living oracles," 
they call for reverent and humble study. 

Who can fail to see in modern events indications that 
the climax of the age is almost upon us? Was there ever 
a time of such worldwide upheavals, natural disasters, and 
unrestrained lawlessness? The apparent hopelessness of 
the situation leads many to say, "Let us eat and drink; for 
tomorrow we die.''4 Nations seem to be helplessly rushing 
down a steep that can only end in disaster. 

But there is One "above all," blessed forevermore, and 
He will intervene to accomplish His eternal counsels, and 
who then can stay His hand? 

This book relates to that time when He will actively 
claim His rights in the earth. 

May God, in His rich mercy, grant that this book may 
be used of Him to the strengthening of the faith of the 
reader, and maybe to his enlightenment also. 

8II Cor. 5:7. 
41 Cor. 15:32. 
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PROPHECY-PAST AND FUTURE 

"AND WE HA VE THE WORD of prophecy made more sure; 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day
star arise in your hearts: knowing this first, that no proph
ecy of scripture is of private interpretation. For no proph
ecy ever came by the will of man: but men spake from 
God, being moved by the Holy Spirit" ( II Peter 1: 19-21, 
A.S.V.) 

Prophecy is likened to a lamp which helps God's people 
to find their bearings in the dark. It is a divine provision 
pending the sunrise when the lamp may safely be dis
pensed with. We shall then know fully and "see all things 
clearly.'' 

Immediately sin entered the human race God lit the 
lamp of prophecy and promised a Coming Conqueror. «It 
[ the seed of the woman] shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel."1 This prophetic lamp has shone 
through the long succeeding ages since Adam fell, giving 
hope to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death. 2 It still shines with undiminished brightness and 
will continue to do so until that time when "the old ser
pent" shall be cast into the abyss. "The God of peace shall 
bruise Satan under your feet shortly ."3 

1Cen. 3:15. 
2Matt. 4: 16. 
llRom. 16:20. 
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14 CONCERNING THE FUTURE 

There have not been wanting those who, both in ancient 
and modem times, have prognosticated the future, but 
time has shown them to be false. But the "men sent from 
God" belonged to a different order, and they spake not 
their own words but words that had been put into their 
mouth by God Himself. Hence they frequently are heard 
saying, "Thus saith the Lord." 

"Let," says God, "them bring forth, and declare unto us 
what shall happen: declare ye the former things, what they 
are, that we may consider them, and know the latter end 
of them; or show us things to come. Declare the things 
that are to come hereafter, that we may lmow that ye are 
gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be dismayed 
and behold it together."4 Again, �'When a prophet speak
eth in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor 
come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not 
spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: 
thou shalt not be afraid of him."5 

We are thus furnished with a means whereby we may 
test the truth of Bible prophecy, and a brief examination 
along these lines will show that a vast amount has already 
passed into history. Prophecies spoken centuries before 
the event took place appear in our Bibles, wherein also is 
recounted the later fulfillment. 6 Seeing that this is the 
case, it may safely be concluded that any prophecy that 
has not yet been fulfilled is certain of accomplishment. God 
has His own timetable for fulfilling His word. 

The Nation of Israel 

Moses foreshadowed the ill consequences which would 
beset the nation of Israel if they were disobedient to God's 

'Isa. 41:22, 23, A.S.V. 
15Deut. 18:22. 
6Gen. 15:13-16. 
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word, and so it has come to pass. Leviticus 26 read in the 
light of Israer s later history shows how perfectly the 
prophecy and history mate together as lock and key. The 
existence o-f the Jewish people to this very day is a living 
evidence of the veracity of the prophetic Word of God. 
To take but a few examples from their history: 

Through Jeremiah God had forewarned them of seventy
years' captivity in Babylon and through Isaiah had prom
ised them release under the hand of Cyrus, 7 His shepherd 
king, all of which came to pass. Hosea had told of days 
when they would be rejected by God and become "Lo
ammi» ( not my people) and "Lo-ruhamah'' ( not obtained
mercy),8 and so it has come to pass. The prophets fore
warned that the land would be desolate and left because 
of Israer s failure to give it proper sabbatical rest, and so it 
has been. They have become, as was foreshadowed, a hiss
ing among all nations. Not one word of that which God 
said would ensue on their disobedience has failed. And is 
it to be supposed that those prophecies which relate to 
Israel's recovery and reinstatement will not be fulfilled? 

Up to date all that was due to take place has happened. 
Can we doubt that in God's proper time the remainder will 
also pass into history? God has a program, and He is ful
filling it. He is never in a hurry and, though the time may 
seem long, the thing is sure and the fulfillment is certain. 
All may appear to be in confusion now, but have there not 
taken place before our eyes and in our own times things 
relating to Israel and their land that are nothing short of 
miraculous? Who would have supposed that after well
nigh two millennia of wandering by the never-dying 
Jewish race they would have returned to their native land 

7Jsa. 45:1. 
sffos. 1:6. 



16 CONCERNING THE FUTURE 

and established themselves. in autonomous rule therein? 
But the Scriptures prophesied it would be so. 

All may appear to be in confusion now, and it is beyond 
doubt that the most able of men are utterly incompetent 
to unravel the tangle and straighten things out. Every at
tempt on their part seems only to make the confusion 
worse. But God is standing watching. He is behind the 
scenes, the movements of which He is controlling, either 
by way of restraint or direction. And He has been pleased 
to disclose in His word what His program is. 

The destruction of the city of Jerusalem and its temple 
and the downtreading of that ancient city �'until the times 
of the Gentiles"" have been fulfilled was predicted long 
before the events. Note the word "until,"' for God has a 
glorious future for that nation of His choice, and their 
past history, which proves beyond a shadow of a doubt 
the truth of God's prophetic word, gives assurance of the 
fulfi11ment of that residuum which is still unfulfilled. 

The Gentiles 

It is the same in the case of the Gentile powers. Daniel 
forecast their course first in the Babylonish empire, fol
lowed by the Medo-Persian, which was to be succeeded by 
the Grecian, and then in tum by the Roman.10 All this is 
now well-known history. Even the subdivision of the 
Grecian empire into four parts had its fulfillment in the 
early death of Alexander and the dispersal of his empire 
among his four generals. The reader must look elsewhere 
for an exposition of the great prophecies of Daniel, but it 
must surely be evident to the believing reader that the 
"revelations" given to Daniel came from God, Who lmows 
the end from the beginning, and Who sits upon the water-

9Luke 21:24. 
10Daniel 2. 
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flood, controlling and restraining the ravings of the kings 
of the earth so that they ultimately fulfill His word. 

Not only does Daniel speak to us of things which have 
at this time already come to pass, but he forecasts things 
yet to come, and it is the precise fulfillment so far of what 
he predicted that gives assurance that "all things will be 
fulfilled" in God's due time. Of some of these things we 
are to speak in later chapters. 

Earlier than the Babylonian empire there was the Assyr
ian empire of which Isaiah has much to say.11 Its over
throw and replacement by Babylon was foretold by him 
long before there was any sign of such a possibility. Cyrus 
is referred to by name centuries before he came on the 
scene. 

It would, indeed, take a volume to speak of nation after 
nation, going back as far as the days of Enoch, who fore
warned his generation of God's coming judgment, and 
showing from Scripture how God announced beforehand 
His intentions of judgment, which thing came to pass, 
however unlikely it appeared to be at the time when the 
prophets spake. 

The Lord Jesus 

It is, of course, axiomatic that the more detailed the 
particularization of a future event, the less likely is the 
possibility of its fulfillment. Whatever capacity certain 
men have to sense the future development of things, they 
can only generalize with any likelihood that their words 
will come true. We say likelihood, for with man certainty 
is impossible. To be absolutely sure, one would require to 
be omniscient and acquainted with every factor and pos
sible contingency that might arise which would either 

11ua. 10:5. 
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favorably or adversely affect that which is said would hap
pen. There is always with man the element of the un
known which weakens confidence. We are not speaking 
of the outworking of certain laws which by experience may 
lead men to deduce a certain result from a given cause. 
"Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.''12 We
are rather thinking of the interposition into human affairs 
of either God or Satan, or any one of their respective 
agents. Man cannot possibly foretell these; God alone can. 

But in the case of the Lord Jesus, not only was His ad
vent prophesied beforehand, but multiplied details were 
specified also. If, as was the case, He not only came 
but all the details relative to His advent were as the proph
ets had said, then one conclusion alone can be reached; 
namely, that those prophets were the mouthpiece of God. 
Furthermore, if those same prophets spoke other things of 
Him which, so far, have not been accomplished, it may 
safely be presumed that in due time they, too, will come 
to pass. God's word is for ever settled in Heaven, and not 
one jot nor tittle can fail. 

It was predicted that He would have a "virgin" mother;13

His birthplace would be Bethlehem Ephratah; 14 He would 
be preceded by a forerunner; 15 He would be as a great 
light in the midst of the darkness.16 His healing ministry, 
and His public work were foreannounced.11

• 18 His moral 
excellence and nonaggressive manner were spoken of by 
Isaiah.10 He was anointed by the Spirit as the prophet had 

12Gal. 6:7.
18Isa. 7: 14.
14Mic. 5:2.
15Malachi 4:5.
16Isa. 42:6-7.
11Isa. 53:4-5.
18lsa. 61:1-3.
19lsa. 42: 1-3.
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said. 20 He preached good tidings to the poor; He opened
blind eyes; He raised the dead. All this was foreannounced 
of Him. 

His entry into Jerusalem riding on the colt of an ass;21

His being sold for thirty pieces of silver,22 and becoming
the Smitten Shepherd;23 His orphan cry;2

' His pierced
hands and feet; His divided raiment; His being numbered 
with the transgressors;25 His intercessory cry for His ene
mies; the mocking of the crowd; their cruel taunts and 
scourging; His burial with the rich;26 His resurrection;21

His being at the right hand of God28-all this and much 
more was prophesied of Him. None but God could mul
tiply so many details ( and we have by no means recited 
all) with any certainty of their complete fulfillment, not 
one failing. They all occurred precisely as the Scriptures 
foretold. 

Artlessly the evangelists wrote their four records and 
here and there cite from the Old Testament, placing side 
by side with their citation the facts of history as unfolded 
in Jesus. In the same honest and straightforward manner 
the early preachers, whose record is found in the Acts, 
quote Old Testament scripture and then record the facts 
pertaining to "Jesus of Nazareth" showing that indubitably 
He was the One of whom Moses and the prophets wrote.29

They had learned that the Law, the Psalms, and the 
Prophets all spoke of things "concerning Himself'30 and

20Isa. 61:1.
21Zech. 9:9.
22Zech. 11: 12. 
28Zech. 13:7. 
24Ps. 22:1-16. 
25lsa. 53: 12. 
26Isa. 53:9. 
27Ps. 16:10.
28Ps. 110:5. 
29John 1:45.
80l.ulce 24:27, 44.
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that Jesus, the Son of God, was the key which unlocked 
those hitherto sealed scriptures. 

The "testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."st The 
prophetic map may appear difficult to piece together, as 
indeed might the map of Europe on one side of a box of 
bricks appear to the small child. But if on the other side 
of the box there is the figure of a man, it would be rela
tively easy for the child to piece the man together in his 
proper form and, turning the bricks over, he would find 
the map to be rightly arranged. So it is with the prophetic 
word. Christ is the key. 

The writers of the four Gospels had grasped this; the 
early preachers had grasped it. And both were assured 
that the eschatological writings of the ancient prophets 
and the eschatological utterances of the Lord Jesus Him
self ( and we in our day may add, the same kind of writ
ings of the New Testament apostles) would likewise to the 
very letter be fulfilled in Him. The past gave assurance as 
to the future. 

Present Conditions 

We have spoken of the present state of Israel, and we 
have also made reference to the present life and power of 
our Lord Jesus at God's right hand in Heaven. But tum 
your eye to earth and think of the ruins of Tyre, 32 of Nin
eveh, 33 of Babylon,34 the divided state of the old Roman 
Empire, 36 the perplexity of nations and men's hearts fail
ing them for fear, 80 and consider how all of these shout to 
us the fact that they are the evidences of fulfilled prophecy. 

81Rev. 19: 10.
82Isa. 23: 1. 
8

3Zeph. 2: 13.
841sa. 13. 
85Dan. 2:40 ff.
16Luke 21:26.
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The archeologist's spade not only serves to prove the truth 
of Scripture but also to prove the fact of divine prophecy. 
"Behold," he says, "what God hath done: it is as He said 
it would be." And this serves both as a comfort and a 
warning: a comfort to God's people that they may safely 
"believe God that it shall be even as it was revealed"; a 
warning to all those who refuse to believe, that inevitably 
and relentlessly the stem judgment of God has fallen. God 
warns: it shall be so again. 

Scripture prophecies are thus seen to be not the mean
derings of the minds of "unusual" men but revelations from 
God. As a matter of fact, in some instances the prophets 
did not even understand what they wrote. 37 They them
selves had to inquire and search diligently after they wrote 
as to the meaning of their prophecies, the people who were 
the subjects of them, and the time when the prophecy 
would be implemented. The prophets were not indifferent 
to prophecy. How strange, then, that any of God's people 
should be indifferent to it nowl 

It may not all relate to us; indeed, much of it is not about 
us at all but relates to other parties. Yet, seeing that it has 
to do with the public honor and vindication of our Saviour, 
how strange it is that anything that concerns Him should 
not interest us I God has been pleased to "reveal" these 
things. He who created the human race has been pleased 
to send men into it with a message direct from Himself. 
Can it be true that His own people stop their ears to that 
word? 

The rationalist may deny revelation and inspiration, but 
all such denials will be of no avail to escape that which the 
Scripture has said "must shortly come to pass."38 So certain 
is the prophetic word of fu1611ment that the prophets often 

HI Peter 1:10-12. 
HRev, 1:1, 
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employed the past tense calling things that were not as 
though they were. There is no dubiety in God, s Word. 

Our God, indeed, is the God of gods, and the Lord of 
lords, and a revealer of secrets. 

Let us then, in dependence on His Spirit, with implicit 
faith in His word, go on with our study, never forgetting 
to distinguish between what He says and our thoughts of 
the meaning of what He says. The former is true; the latter 
may or may not be. We shall never cease to be scholars in 
His school, increasing in understanding as life, s journey 
progresses. 



II 

THE INTERPRETATION OF 

PROPHECY 

Tm: WORD "prophecy" is one of many words which are 
commonly misused and misunderstood. Strictly speaking, 
it means uttering forth the word of God. It characterized 
Old Testament times and was also an early Christian gift 
(charisma), which gift, having served its temporary con
firmatory purpose, appears no longer to exist. Prophecy 
depended on divine revelation, and the prophet could 
claim direct inspiration for his utterances. That has now 
passed, since the canon of Scripture is complete. No one 
can rightly make such claims today. 

Prophecy is not exclusively foretelling, though it often 
embraces that. It includes the forth telling of God's mes
sage to man and may relate either to the past, present, or 
future. However, it is with prophecy as foretelling the 
future that we are concerned. 

We may all learn from the mistakes of others, and the 
confusion of thought which existed among the Jews in re
gard to their own Old Testament Messianic prophecies is 
instructive. We ought to learn three lessons: 

( 1) We should learn to be cautious against rushing to
conclusions and inventing ideas which time may show to 
be wrong. In an endeavor to fit together certain passages 
we are apt to make a mosaic designed from our own 
thoughts, but unless we can cite explicit Scripture for our 

23 



24 CoNCERNING THE FUTURE 

conclusions, we are best advised to speak without dog
matism. It is well known that the Jews erroneously en
visaged two persons, a Suffering Servant of Jehovah and 
One who would be glorified. The divine order of suffering 
first and glory afterwards1 had escaped their notice. They 
could not see how both suffering and glory could be true 
of the one and same Person, and therefore they invented 
two. Time, of course, exposed the falsity of their invented 
ideas. 

( 2) We should further learn to anticipate the fulfillment
of prophecy in a surprising and unexpected manner, 
though the main features may be clearly deduced. Thus 
the Lord Jesus was born of the virgin Mary (who was 
espoused to Joseph) in a small village and in strange cir
cumstances altogether unanticipated by any. In interpret
ing prophecy therefore, we must always leave room for 
the element of surprise. The story of II Kings 7: I ff. is 
instructive in this regard. No one ever imagined that the 
prophet's assuring promise would be fulfilled in such a 
speedy and unanticipated way. 

( 3) Again we should learn to expect a literal and sure
accomplishment of the outstanding prophecies in fullness 
in view of the fact that so many have already come to 
pass. It is to the credit, at least, of the Jews that they 
fostered the hope of a coming· Messiah because their 
Scriptures had promised Him. To that extent they be
lieved the word of the Lord. Prophecy is a word-miracle 
uttered pursuant to the knowledge of the all-seeing God, 
foretelling with certainty His plans and also the outcome 
of the history of man. But interpreters must remember 
they are not prophets. Their task is exegesis, not eisegesis. 
We must all gird up the loins of our minds and be sober. 

11 Peter 1:11. 
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It is in the details of interpretation where differences of 
opinion occur. Those who accept the Scriptures as God's 
Word are agreed on the main lines of prophecy but di
verge when it comes to a matter of detail. Does not this 
show the folly, then, of allowing discord over such mat
ters? These very differences should not engender heat 
but rather humility as each learns by the very differences 
how profound Scripture is and how puny are the thoughts 
of man. 

Correct interpretation of prophecy is not restricted to 
the learned. To them we are indebted for accuracy of 
translation and of historical information. But it must 
never be forgotten that the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God; they are spiritually discerned. 2 

No unregenerate man, whatever his academic achieve
ments, can understand Holy Scripture. Even so, learned 
men who are born again and have the Spirit must ever re
member that these things are not revealed to the wise 
and prudent but unto babes. 8 We need childlike, un
sophisticated minds which are prepared to accept in the 
simplicity of faith whatever is written. 

The author believes the following suggestions, if used, 
will be of help as guides to the interpretation of prophecy. 

( 1) As is the case with all the rest of Scripture, every
prophecy and prophetic, technical word must be inter
preted strictly in accordance with its context. If the con
text in the Old Testament differs from the context in the 
New Testament where the prophecy is cited, we may 
safely conclude that the original prophecy is as the acorn 
to the oak. The latter is a development of the former. We 
shall consider this more fully later, but the second chapter 
of Joel is a case in point. 

21 Cor. 2: 14. 
8Matt. 11:25. 
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The context must be considered in the matter of pro
phetic, technical words such as ( 1) "parousia," which lit
erally means presence and, when related to a person who 
has been absent, involves also the sense of his coming and 
arrival as well as subsequent stay; ( 2) the word "apoca
lypse," which literally means unveiling or revelation; and 
( 3) "epiphany,» which means a shining forth. These words
are sometimes used with no prophetic or futuristic bear
ing whatever, e.g., Gal. 1:12, "revelation [apocalypse] of
Jesus Christ'' ( a reference to Saul's conversion) ; II Tim.
1:10, "appearing [epiphany] of our Saviour Jesus Christ,"
alluding to His incarnation; Phil. 1:26, "through my pres
ence [parousia] with yout referring to Paul's release from
prison and his revisiting the saints at Philippi. But when
these words are used proleptically (anticipatively) the
context in each case must be considered in order to ascer
tain the scope of the word concerned and whether it re
lates to Israel or to the church, whether it has to do with
earth or elsewhere. To ignore the context is to expose
one's theory to effective attack.•

( 2) The pronouns used in any prophecy should be
considered, whether they are in the first or third persons. 
Later on we shall consider this point in greater detail, but 
we may mention that the prophecies of Matthew 24 are 
all in the third person-"The Son of man shall come," etc., 
but in John 14 the promise is in the first person-"I will 

. " come agam. 
( 3) Prophecy should be interpreted literally unless such

literal interpretation is manifestly impossible because of 

•It does not seem tenable to say that "parousia" relates merely to the
time when the Lord is _present with His saints after the Rapture and be
fore His coming to earth ( it appears to relate to either, depending on the 
requirements of the context), nor that "apocalypse" and "epiphany" have 
only to do with His revelation and appearing in glory on earth. In each 
case, we repeat, the context must decide the time and place. 
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absurdity, in which case the underlying principle should 
be regarded as the chief thing. Failure to do this has 
produced the strange theory lmown as amillennialism. 
Metaphors, figures of speech, and similes should be care
fully distinguished from that which is literal, and where 
the literal yields good sense it must not be assumed that 
the passage is symbolic. The Revelation is full of sym
bols intermingled with that which is literal. Not every
thing there is symbolic, and the general teaching of Scrip
ture must decide what is and what is not literal. On this 
Hooker has wisely written: "I hold it for a most infallible 
rule in exposition of sacred scripture that where a literal 
construction will stand, the farthest from the letter is com
monly the worst. There is nothing more dangerous than 
this licentious and deluding art which changeth the mean
ing of words as alchemy doth or would do the substances 
of metals, making of anything what it listeth and bringeth 
in the end all truth to nothing." 

( 4) Prophecy is progressive, its simplest and most con
cise form being found in the earliest parts of Scripture, 
later prophecies being developments of details compre
hended in the earlier. It follows, therefore, that the in
terpretation of later prophecies must be governed by that 
of earlier, though the later may and often do shed addi
tional light on the former. No prophecy is of its own in
dependent interpretation. The various parts of the pro
phetic word are a homogeneous whole and mutually in
terdependent. Thus God promised Abram, "In thy seed 
all nations of the earth shall be blessed,"11 but later proph
ecies pointed out not only the race but the tribe and the 
family which were to become the channel through whom 
that blessing would How.

15Gen. 12:3; 18:18. 



28 CONCERNING THE FUTtJRE 

( 5) Sometimes a prophecy has a partial fulfillment with
the complete fulfillment yet to come. This is the case of 
Joel 2:28-32 cited in Acts 2. Peter makes no claim that 
that prophecy was then exhausted in its fulfillment. He is 
careful merely to say "This is that.'" It is obvious that some 
of the things which are mentioned in the citation which 
he gives in full did not then take place in Jerusalem. They
are yet to come. 

( 6) Some prophecies are as mountain peaks, appearing
afar off as but one but found on closer approach to be two 
with a deep valley between; or as a binary star, which 
appears to be but one but is, in point of fact, two. This is 
the case with Gen. 3: 15 to which we have already referred. 
The bruising of the heel took place at Calvary; the bruis
ing of the head is yet to occur. John 5:29 is another case 
where the resurrection of life takes place, certainly a mil
lennium and more, before the resurrection of judgment. 
So, too with Isa. 61:1-2, where, as the Lord Jesus when 
reading this passage in Nazareth (Luke 4:16-21) made 
plain, the "day of vengeance" is broken off from the earlier 
part, that earlier part being inaugurated by Him, bring
ing in the ''acceptable year of the Lord" which has run 
for well-nigh two thousand years, and yet the "day of 

,, ha vengeance s not come.
( 7) The titles of- divine persons in the prophecies are

significant and give a clue to the proper interpretation. 
"Son of man," when used eschatologically, has always to 
do with judgment (John 5:27). This title is never used 
by Paul with regard to the Church. 

( 8) The persons of, or to whom, the prophecies were
spoken often represent a class. Clearly in many cases the 
actual individuals passed away long before the prophecy 
could have been fulfilled, but such persons were repre-
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sentative of a class. For example, those to whom the 
Olivet discourse6 was given represent godly Jews awaiting 
the return to earth of their rejected Messiah. But those in 
the upper room when the Lord Jesus gave His well-known 
discourse1 ( though the same persons) are regarded as 
taken "out of the world," and "not of the world," having 
hopes away from earth altogether, anticipating being 
taken to the Father> s house. Thus, the same individuals 
may in one part of Scripture represent one class of persons, 
and in another passage they may represent another class 
of people. 

( 9) Although this that we have said may have the ap
pearance of complexity, the fact is that the simpler the 
interpretation of a prophetic utterance the more likely it 
is to be the true one. Interpretations necessitating long 
explanations are often found to be the most remote from 
the truth. It is, for example, far easier to explain Isa. 65: 
21-22 as meaning literally just what it says than, in a cir
cuitous endeavor to avoid the plain meaning, to spiritu
alize ( or I wot not) the thoughts.

( 10) It is absolutely essential, in order to understand
prophecy correctly, to have regard to the various periods, 
sometimes called "dispensationst in which God character
istically acts in a particular way with men. From time to 
time in the history of man, God has made a fresh start. 
He did so with Noah, Abram, and David, and with these 
fresh starts He introduced a special principle upon which 
He acted. So it will be in the future, and to fail to have 
regard to the distinctive principle operative in every such 
era is to make it impossible rightly to understand God>s 
ways and purposes. 

•Matthew 24.
7John 13-16.
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( 11) It is clear from John 21 :23 that it is very easy to
go beyond what is written and to construe words in a 
sense that they do not properly bear. The utmost care 
must be taken to observe what is written and not to make 
it mean what we think should have been written. Even 
though God's Word does not satisfy curiosity, we dare not 
"add to" His Word. 

( 12) Sometimes an Old Testament prophecy is cited in
the New Testament, such as Joel 2 in Acts 2, and Isa. 25: 
8 and Hos. 13:14 in I Cor. 15:54. But unless the New 
Testament passage is stated to be a complete fulfillment 
of the citation, it should not be regarded as such; it should 
be regarded as having a future and entire accomplish
ment. 

(13) Plainly, a prophecy which is called a "mystery/'
e.g., I Cor. 15:51, is not to be found in any earlier part
of Scripture. Being a "mystery," it is something which up
to the time of disclosure had been kept secret. It tends
to confusion, therefore, to identify it with any earlier
prophecy. This also applies to the Church, the body of
Christ, which is also a New Testament mystery, and we
shall in a separate chapter speak of the unique character
which it has. No system of prophetic interpretation can
be right which pays no heed to the fact that a mystery is
something previously unknown.

"Now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to 
face: now I know in part; but then shall I lmow even as 
also I am known. And now abideth faith, hope, love, these 
three; but the greatest of these is love." 

In this awareness, let us go on to see "that thing which" 
God ''will do." 



III 

GOD'S ULTIMATE PURPOSE 

FOR MAN 

DESPITE APPEARANCES, the events of earth are not drift
ing along out of superior control. God is still on the throne; 
He has not abdicated. True, as far as men are concerned, 
events may seem to be out of hand. So far as God is con
cerned, He is directing all things to the accomplishment 
of His ultimate purpose. The Most High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men. The rise and fall of empires, their dura
tion, and the extent of their territories are all according 
to divine permission. Though not responsible for the sin
ful actions of men, He does permit them, and indeed 
sometimes Himself sends calamities of nature and war. 
He says "I create evil."1 Nevertheless He restrains the 
wickedness of men and makes it subserve His own ends. 
Earth's events are as His steppingstones which lead to a 
purposed goal. God sits supreme, retarding and spurring 
on events according to His will and plan. But the '1ast 
days" will surely come when He will no longer delay to 
implement fully His intentions. 

The "day of Christ" will come and that will bring 
heavenly blessing to the redeemed. The "day of the Lord" 
will bring earthly judgment on the ungodly. God has 
His own time in which He will show who is the blessed 

1Jsa. 45:7. 
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and only Potentate, King of kings and Lord of lords. 2 We 
should patiently wait, for God's wheels move slowly but 
surely. He suffers no hindrance. Nothing can delay the 
due accomplishment of His counsel. 

To what goal, then, is He moving? We may say the 
goal is twofold: ( 1) a heavenly kingdom and ( 2) an 
earthly kingdom. God is at present calling out the Church, 
the members of which are destined to enter into the full 
realization of their "heavenly calling" while at present 
"pilgrims and strangers" on the earth. But before God 
began to form the Church He had, and later again will 
have, an earthly people whom He intends to bring into the 
realization of promises made to them. To them has been 
given an earthly inheritance, a specific land, a specific 
city. Israel is destined to become the head of all nations 
and not, as at present because of their sins, the tail. 

In that land, outside the wall of its capital city, the 
Jews committed their foulest of all crimes by murdering 
their Messiah. God, however, vindicated Him by raising 
Him from the dead and setting Him at His own right 
hand. There He has been while that earthly people have 
temporarily been disowned by Him. Yet it is the purpose 
of God that His Son shall come again to that city. "Be
hold, he cometh with clouds." Then "every eye shall see 
him, and they also which pierced him, and all the kindreds 
[tribes] of the earth [land] shall mourn because of Him."3 

God intends that the very city which has been stained 
with the blood of His Son shall be the scene and center of 
His millennial glory. Psalm 24 will then be fulfilled and 
the "everlasting gates" will let the King of glory in. God 
intends to reverse earth's verdict as to His Son. Although 
He was given a cross outside of the city, He will yet have 

11 Tim. 6: 15. 
8Rev. 1:7. 
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a throne inside the city. Although He was given a crown 
of thorns, He shall yet wear a royal diadem. From J erusa
lem shall go forth the law of the Lord,' and to Jerusalem 
all nations of the e�rth will flow.11 Jerusalem is not always 
to be trodden down of the Gentiles. The city in its en
tirety will be delivered from Gentile subjugation and will 
be elevated to a position of supreme importance and be
come a universal and international center. 

Further, not only does God intend to vindicate His Son 
on earth, He also intends to glorify His Son in Israel's 
midst. This is much more than His vindication. To Isaiah 
was given a vision of this glory. Although under inspira
tion he wrote of the shame and humiliation of God's serv
ant, yet he saw and wrote of His glory also. 6 That glory 
is God's answer to the shame of Calvary. Aware as the 
Lord Jesus was of His essential glory and rights, He pa
tiently "endured the cross, despising the shame,,7 attached 
to it, and is contented meanwhile to be seated at the right 
hand of God expecting the fulfillment of God's promise 
that all who oppose Him shall be put beneath His feet. 
God has now highly exalted Him, although that is un
known to most. 

God will, however, not be content with that. He pur
poses that all in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth 
shall bow the knee8 to His Son and confess that He is 
Lord. Joseph, who was in the pit and in the prison, ulti
mately had all things under his hand in Egypt. This is 
but a picture from ancient history of what will be enacted 
on a universal and eternal scale in the case of the Lord 

•Mic. 4:2.
6Zech. 14: 16.
6John 12:41.
7ffeb. 12:2.
BPhil. 2: 10.
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Jesus, whose sufferings were far greater and whose glory 
makes that of Joseph as nothing. 

For a long time God has kept silent, but He will break 
the silence. Ever since His Son was crucified, He has kept 
unbroken silence in regard to executing vengeance upon 
man for that sin. On the contrary, I-le has offered for
giveness. He is not now imputing men., s trespasses unto
them;9 the wicked seem to go on unimpeded. God seems 
-only seems-to be indifferent. Only here and there is
His hand seen, and not often. Grace is reigning. The "ac
ceptable year of the Lord" is running its course. The
shorter and stem period of the "day of vengeance" yet
awaits arrival. But He will arise. "For a long time

,
, He

has been silent, but He will cry out in judgment. He will
shake terribly the earth, and not earth only but heaven
also. It is incredible that God could remain quiet forever.
The shameful dishonor done to the One dearest to His
heart demands that He should utter His voice in judgment.
It would otherwise be a grave injustice to the Man whom
He delights to honor. The "voice of the Lord" is like the
sword that goeth out of His mouth.10 

It will then destroy
His enemies and, in particular, the two who will lead
the great apostasy of which we shall yet speak. We do
not here go into details but merely set things out pan
oramically. We shall consider details later.

We may further observe that God purposes to reinstate 
Israel in their land and restore them to their national 
supremacy. They desire it and indeed are attempting in 
our own days to achieve it. That is their ultimate goal, 
but they little know that God purposes to do it, purifying 
them in the process. These endeavors on their part will 
have brought them back to their national homeland, but 

9II Cor. 5: 19. 
10Rev. 19:15. 
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they will be governed solely by materialistic and national 
ambitions. God has deeper purposes for them than this. 

Though there are, in our times, indications that would 
seem to show that things are already on the move, they 
are merely preliminary to the fulfillment of prophecy. 
Consequent on Israel putting to death their Messiah, God 
set them on one side, and the prophetic clock stopped. 
The curtain then dropped on the stage of man's history, 
and not until that time is ripe will God allow the various 
actors to appear who are to figure in the scenes of the '1ast 
days." Israel is now disowned by God; they are not His 
people; they are Lo-ammi. The staves, Beauty and Bands, 
have been broken.11 The nation is temporarily and partial
ly blinded.12 We say "partially" because there is even now 
an election of grace. But Israel as a nation is forsaken by 
God. Jerusalem is fallen and Judah is ruined. The people 
are scattered and peeled, reaping as they have sown, and 
worse is yet to come. God took them at their word when 
they said, "His blood be on us, and on our children.''13

Yet, notwithstanding this, He is still the "God of Jacob." 
Having elected them, He will not cast them off forever. 
His gifts and callings are without repentance. u He is, 
moreover, the "Lord of hosts," and difficult as the task to 
reinstate them geographically and nationally may appear 
to be, giving them all the territory to which they are by 
sovereign divine promise entitled, making them higher 
than all other nations, yet God is able and has resolved 
to do so. Every time He calls them "My people" He re
minds us of His rights in them and His counsel regarding 
them. 

11Zech. 11:7 ff.
12Rom. 11:25. 
18Matt. 27:25. 
14Rom. 11 :29. 
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God will also have to do with the Gentiles, for He in
tends to destroy their power and civilization and to substi
tute therefor the Messianic millennial kingdom. When the 
"stone cut out of the mountain without hands" falls, it 
will smash the whole image, not merely its lowest part.15 

That image tells of Gentile dominion in all its stages from 
its inception in the days of Nebuchadnezzar until its final 
overthrow when the Lord Jesus descends from Heaven 
to earth. That "stone" is Christ, who will then set up 
His own kingdom. The first beast of Revelation 13 em
bodies all four beasts of Daniel 7-leopard, bear, lion, and 
indescribable monster. These four correspond to the four 
metals of the image which was seen by Nebuchadnezzar 
in a dream, as recorded in the Book of Daniel, in chapter 
2. So the first beast of Revelation 13 is the final head of
Gentile civilization, and he with his aide, the false prophet,
will be cast alive into the lake of fire.16 That will involve
the complete destruction of the system of which he is the
head, corresponding to the image being smashed by the
stone.

Modem civilization, of which man boasts, and which 
is the aggregate of all the former modes of Gentile rule, 
is from the human point of view like an illustrious mag
nifical image, but only as man views it. God regards civ
ilization as dominated by four ferocious wild beasts. No 
wonder man is incompetent to rule man efficiently! Its 
external beauty belies its evil nature. Different forms of 
government have been tried but all to the despair of those 
who have made the attempt. They have had to combat 
an unlmown and altogether uncertain element. Those who 
appear to be most fitted to rule have, at times, refused 

115Dan. 2:45. 
16Rev. 19:20. 
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the responsibility. Those who appear to be most unsuited 
have ventured the task and the result is that men have 
ruled their fellows much as "babes" or "women" would 
rule nations.11 Such is man,s incompetence! Or, to change 
the figure, the law of the jungle prevails, the strongest 
wild beast dominating all others. 

Every attempt has been made to satisfy the flesh. Ma
terialism has gripped the heart of man and he has wor
shiped gold and silver and the works of his hands. In 
countries where man has abandoned idolatry in its grosser 
forms, he has given himself over to it in a more subtle 
form. We live in a day of materialism. Both men and 
women give themselves over to all kinds of carnal pleas
ures but none satisfies them. Men will, however, cast 
away their idols and God's judgments will come upon all 
the vain show of humanity.18 Every endeavor of man to 
satisfy the flesh will prove to be hollow, bringing no satis
faction to the heart, leaving human need unmet. It is

not things but a Person that the race requires, yet man has 
long given himself over to "things" and rejected the Per
son. 

In the midst of all this, the providence of God makes a 
way for the ordered lives of His redeemed people. They 
should not forget that though they are in the world they 
do not belong to it. Gentile dominion is not to be forever. 
Nor are the Gentiles, though federated, always to hold 
world power. There is in reserve in Heaven One who is 
the elect stone, the chief comer stone, 19 albeit the stone 
over which Israel now stumbles. When He comes from 
Heaven, He will fill the whole earth with His rule and 
glory. "Of the increase of his government and peace there 

17Jsa. 3:4. 
18Isa. 2:20. 
l&Jsa. 28:16; I Pet. 2:6-8. 
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shall be no end."20 He will replace Gentile power and 
destroy it. He will be at the head of the restored, re
deemed, and regenerated Jewish people as their true King. 
However much man may dislike this, it is God's resolved 
purpose, and His goings tend thereto. None can stay His 
hand or say, 'What doest Thou?" 

The kingpin of international machinery has for long 
been missing among the nations, and an integral part of 
that machine has been for long in its wrong place. Is 
there any wonder there has been international strife? 
Could the machine itself possibly work smoothly in such 
a state? It has entailed all the crushing burden of taxa
tion due to the amassing of military armaments and the 
equipping of immense armies. Suspense, fear, and in
trigue have characterized the whole of Gentile domina
tion. But when the earth's true King asserts His rights 
and comes in power and glory all this will be ended. The 
Royal Priest21 

( a unique honor for Him who sprang from
the tribe of Judah, though priesthood was restricted to the 
tribe of Levi) will come from Heaven to His hard-pressed 
godly Israelitish remnant and, as Melchizedek brought 
forth bread and wine to Abraham22 who was returning 
from the slaughter of the kings, so, too, the Lord Jesus 
will, in principle, do the same. He will cause men to beat 
their swords into plowshares and use them in agricultural 
pursuits, and men will have bread in abundance. He will 
also cause them to beat their spears into pruning hooks, 
with which the vines will be attended that yield such 
wine as makes the face of man to shine. "Bread and wine" 
brought in by God's true King. Then will be the days of 
Heaven upon earth. Men will then have freedom from 
fear and freedom from want. 

20Isa. 9:7.
21Zech. 6:13.
22Gen. 14: 18.
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THE GREAT PARENTHESIS 

MuCH MISUNDERSTANDING of God,s present ways and the 
peculiar nature of the present dispensation is due to what 
seems to be a misinterpretation of Daniel 9:24-27. It is

better to read these as shown in the American Standard 
Version. 

The word translated "weeks,, means a period of seven 
and the context must determine whether it is a week of 
days, months, or years. A comparative study of other 
scriptures in which occur such phrases as «forty-two 
months/' "twelve hundred and sixty days,» "a time, times 
and half a time,» will, we think, show beyond a shadow of 
doubt that these are weeks of seven years each. This be
ing so, verse 24 speaks of a period of four hundred and 
ninety years, that is seventy periods of seven years each. 
A Bible year is made up of three hundred and sixty days, 
as will be apparent by referring to Genesis 7: 11, 24 and 
8:4, and a Bible month consisted of thirty days. 

No other explanation of these "weeks,, would seem to 
satisfy the requirements of the whole context. It could 
not refer to weeks of seven days each

, 
for the events 

spoken of did not take place within that period. But it
can be shown fairly that they did take place in the period 
indicated if the weeks are regarded as "years.» 

The words "thy people" and "thy city" ( v. 24) indicate 
the ethnological and geographical spheres concerned. 

39 
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They relate particularly to the Jews and to Jerusalem. 
They have, therefore, nothing to do with any other people, 
earthly or heavenly, except insofar as their events have 
repercussions on them. 

The marginal reading "purge away,, of the A.S.V. ( v. 24) 
should be carefully noted. It describes the work of the 
Lord Jesus in relation to the Jew when He returns to 
earth to set up His Kingdom. Although based upon His 
death on the Cross, which furnishes a righteous ground 
for God to bless that nation, the purging away does not 
refer to the immediate effects of that death but has to do 
with His return to earth when the Jewish people will 
come into the enjoyment nationally of the atonement 
made for their iniquity. Then Christ will bring in «ever
lasting righteousness"; ''righteousness and peace"1 will kiss 
each other, and "the work of righteousness shall be peace."2 

In a word, verse 24 describes millennial conditions. The 
whole verse has to do with the application of the benefits 
of the death of Christ to Daniel's people. It does not re
late to the inauguration of those blessings, now made good 
spiritually to believers of the present era. We say this 
because verse 24 states that these blessings will come at 
the expiry of the entire seventy weeks, that is at the end 
of the four hundred and ninety years. Now, as we shall 
endeavor to show, those weeks have not yet come to an 
end, although the blessings of the Gospel were actually 
proclaimed to sinners at the end of fifty days from the 
resurrection of Christ. It follows, therefore, that the 
things named in verse 24 are blessings into which Daniel's 
people will come later on. 

The four hundred and ninety years will be terminated 

1Ps. 85: 10. 
2lsa. 32:17. 
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by the Second Advent of Christ, Who will set up His 
earthly kingdom. Then He will put an end to man's 
transgression, He will put an end to open sin, He will 
bring in a state of universal harmony with the will of God, 
here called "reconciliation," and introduce "everlasting 
righteousness.'' 

The believer of the present day enjoys all these things, 
as flowing from the Cross of Christ, prior to the nation 
of Israel entering into them as a redeemed people later. 
In similar way the believer today enters into the benefits 
of the ''new covenant" into which the houses of both Israel 
and Judah will enter later on. 

The seventy weeks are broken into various parts: seven 
weeks, sixty-two weeks, and one week. The first period 
of seven weeks covers the times of Ezra and Nehemiah 
and the prophets Haggai, Zechariah a�d Malachi, during 
which Jerusalem was rebuilt ( "in troublous times") . The 
second period of sixty-two weeks runs on from then until 
the death of Christ, when He was "cut off' and had 
"nothing." The remaining week, it is submitted, is yet 
to come. 

Apart from the recognition of the "gap" between the 
sixty-ninth and seventieth weeks, there are difficulties 
which, it is submitted, cannot possibly be overcome. To 
affirm that the whole of the seventy weeks have long since 
run their course uninterruptedly brings one into a quag
mire, involving the nullification of all the promises made 
to Israel according to the flesh and the denial of the faith
fulness of God to the patriarchs. 

Moreover, as we have before remarked, if the weeks 
are regarded as going on uninterruptedly and if the bless
ings of verse 24 are regarded as "Gospel" blessings, then it 
logically follows that seven years must have elapsed from 
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the cutting off of the Messiah before those blessings could 
have come into operation. As a matter of fact, they were 
proclaimed within seven weeks! 

The notion of a « gap" is not contrary to the general 
tenor of Scripture but is rather consonant with it. It is 
not a device of prophetic teachers brought in with the 
view of overcoming otherwise insuperable difficulties. The 
reader will recall what we have earlier said concerning 
some prophecies which are like "binary stars" or ccmoun
tain ranges'' where unseen distances exist between one 
and the other. So it is in this passage. 

Why, it may be asked, did the Lord Jesus close the book 
just when He did instead of reading on in Isaiah 61 to the 
"day of vengeance of our God"?3 \Vas it not precisely for 
the reason that an undefined "gap" exists between the 
"acceptable year of the Lord" and that day? He closed 
the book then and at that point, and not until the time of 
Revelation 5 and 6 will He ccopen the book" and introduce 
His judgments into the earth. At that time, what is today 
"the throne of grace"4 will become a throne of judgment. 
Then, He who today is "the Spirit of grace"5 will become 
the Spirit of Judgment. Then, He Who today is the Lamb 
of God will be the tearing and roaring Lion6 of the tribe 
of Judah. 

Verses 25 and 26 speak of the commencement and na
ture of the sixty-nine weeks, that is, 483 years. They com
menced from "the going forth of the commandment to 
restore and to build Jerusalem," of which we are informed 
in Nehemiah 2. Four hundred and eighty-three years were 
to run from that point, and then Messiah, that is, the 

3lsa. 61:2; Luke 4:16-21. 
4ffeb. 4: 16. 
6ffeb. 10:29. 
6Rev. 5:5. 
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Lord Jesus, would be "cut off" and have nothing of that 
to which He was entitled. So it came to pass. One week 
more remains to be fulfilled, but before Daniel mentions 
this remaining week, he speaks of "the people of the prince 
that shall come" destroying the city and the sanctuary, 
and of resultant war, and desolations being determined. 

History tells us how Jerusalem and its temple were 
destroyed by the Roman armies under Titus in A.D. 70, 
but this took place outside of the period of the seventy 
weeks. It took place after the sixty-ninth week had been 
completed and before the seventieth week has come. Ever 
since that destruction, there have been war and desola
tions. 

Verse 27 takes us on to the time of the end. Since it 
speaks of the remaining "one week'' it follows that a "gap'' 
must have intervened. This prophetic clock stopped with 
the death of Messiah and will not recommence till the 
"coming prince" is on the scene. The pronoun "he" of 
verse 27 refers to this "prince." He belongs to the people 
who destroyed the city, that is, he belongs to the Roman 
Empire. The "covenant" is, we believe, that of Isa. 28:15,7 

which the apostate Jewish nation then back in their land 
will make with this prince, who will be the head of the 
fourth empire [the revived Roman empire]. Under his 
wings they will have protection as a safeguard, they hope, 
against the aggressive designs of their northern enemies. 
The "many" are the mass of the Jewish people-the ma
jority-as distinct from the remnant of the godly who will 
be among them. Nothing like this has yet happened; 
history can point to no such person or covenant. 

'Tin the historical setting no doubt this "agreement" was made between 
Judah and Egypt as a safeguard against the Assyrian onslaughts, but it is 
doubtless prophetic of that covenant which the Jews later will make 
with the Man of Sin as a safeguard against the powers of the north. Old 
Testament history often has a prophetic character. 
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For the first half of the last week Heaven seems to be 
silent; everything seems to be favorable to the Jew. But 
"in the midst of the week" the covenant is not broken as 
has so often been affirmed, but the Jewish sacrificial sys
tem will be abolished, and "the abomination that maketh 
desolate" will be set up. This, we presume, will be the 
image of the Man of Sin which the Antichrist will erect 
in the Holy Place at Jerusalem. 8 This will continue till the 
''consummation" spoken of by Daniel9 is determined, when 
God's wrath will be poured out. The "desolator" will be 
destroyed by the intervention of divine judgment. 

One further period of seven years is, therefore, to come. 
It will be inaugurated by the mass of the Jewish people 
making a seve�-year covenant with the head of the re
vived Roman Empire. In the middle of that period, that 
is, after the expiry of forty-two months, that Roman 
prince will deprive the Jewish people of their religious 
freedom, which will precipitate persecution such as the 
world has never before known. 10 It will be brought to a 
halt by the advent to earth of the Son of Man. 

The meaning then of this prophecy seems to be as fol
lows: Seventy periods of seven years each are decreed 

8It seems that the "abomination which maketh desolate" does not re
fer to the blasphemy of Antiochus Epiphanes. We say this because the 
Lord distinctly says in Matthew 24:15 that it had been "spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet." If Daniel 11:31 is read historically, then clearly 
that could not have been what the Lord referred to, for He spoke of 
something yet to come. Moreover, however we inte�ret Daniel 12:11, it 
seems plain enough that that has not yet been fulfilled. Therefore, we 
submit it must be this latter to which the Lord is making allusion. The 
"abomination of desolation" should not be equated with "Jerusalem en
compassed with armies." "Abomination" is the well-known Old Testa
ment word for an idol. Idolatry has been the cause of Israel's desolation, 
and history will again repeat itself. 

911 Thess. 2:4. 
101t is not possible to have more than one period of which unequalled 

severity ( either in the past or future) is predfoated. It follows therefore, 
that Jeremiah 30:5-7; Daniel 12:l; Matthew 24:21; and Joel 2:2 refer 
to the same time. "The great tribulation" is identical with "the time of 
Jacob's trouble." 
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upon thy ( the Jewish) people and upon thy holy city, 
Jerusalem, to put an end to open transgression of God's 
law, and to terminate active sins, and to purge away 
iniquity, and to bring in a state of permanent righteous
ness ( in contrast to the long history of earthly kingdoms 
in which righteousness has been trodden down in the 
streets), and to seal up the vision and prophecy ( appar
ently meaning that the thing is held back till the expiry of 
this term of weeks), and to anoint the most Holy, by 
bringing the Messiah, the anointed One, into the possession 
of His full rights. Know, therefore, and discern that from 
the going forth of the commandment to restore and to 
build Jerusalem (issued in the days of Nehemiah accord
ing to chapter 2 of his book) unto Messiah the Prince 
( that is, until Christ comes ) shall be seven weeks ( that 
is, 49 years, which takes us approximately to the end of 
Malachi's day) and three score and two weeks ( that is, 
434 years, making a total of 483 years) : it shall be built 
again with street and moat, even in troublous times ( as 
Nehemiah's book clearly shows). And after the three 
score and two weeks, that is, at the expiry of the total of 
483 years ( the 49 years and the 434 years) shall Messiah 
be cut off ( as took place when He was crucified) and shall 
have nothing ( of that to which He was entitled) : and the 
people ( the Romans) of the prince that shall come ( that 
is, the Man of Sin, the first beast of Revelation 13, the 
"horn" of Daniel 7) shall destroy the city and the sanctu
ary ( which they did under Titus in A.D. 70), and his end 
shall be with a flood and even until the end shall be war 
( as history for the last two millenniums confirms) : desola
tions are determined ( and Palestine's record is eloquent 
proof of this). And he ( the prince that shall come, the Man 
of Sin) shall make a firm covenant with many ( the mass 
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of the Jewish people) for one week ( the remaining seven 
years to complete the seventy weeks) : and for the half of 
the week ( that is the latter half, 3½ years) he shall cause 
the sacrifice and oblation to cease ( will deprive the Jewish 
people of their religious freedom); and upon the wing of 
abominations ( that is, the protection which is sought by 
resorting to idolatry in worshiping the image of the Beast, 
the idol erected in the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem) shall 
come one that maketh desolate ( maybe the Assyrian, the 
rod of God's anger whom I-le will use to judge His apostate 
people); and even unto the consummation ( see Isa. 10:23, 
where the same word is found), and that determined, shall 
wrath be poured out upon the desolator ( possibly the 
Assyrian), or ( if read as in the A.V.m. and A.S.V.) upon 
the desolate ( upon Israel that will once more be made 
desolate by their enemies) . 

What, however, is going on in the period of this gap? 
How long will it last? As to this latter question, we have 
no hint whatever in Scripture as to its duration, but we 
have instruction as to what is going on. 

As to Israel 

They are temporarily set aside, and partially blinded.11 

They have lost their national privileges. As to Gospel 
blessings, these can only be received on like terms with 
the Gentiles. The people of Israel have been scattered 
among all nations, and are as a train left on the siding 
while God is bringing through on the main line another 
thing. They are Lo-ammi and Lo-ruhamah.12 The day of 
recovery and reinstatement for them is sure to come, for 
God has pledged Himself to it. 

llRom. 11:25. 
12Hos. 1:6-9. 
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As to the Church 

47 

Meanwhile God is forming the Church, which is the 
body of Christ. It is an altogether "new"13 thing, having 
had no prior existence, for its existence was dependent 
upon Christ glorified in Heaven and the presence of the 
Holy Spirit on earth. It is as a great sheet let down from 
heaven in which are found all kinds of people who are 
anticipating the time when they will be caught up to 
heaven.u 

As to Christendom 

This had its commencement in the days when the Lord 
Jesus was here in flesh and has run on ever since, increas
ing in apostasy and corruption. Its final doom at the 
hands of the "Beast" will, we believe, take place in the 
last week of which we have already spoken. Of the de
struction of Christendom we shall have more to say in 
another chapter. 

As to the ttTimes of the Gentiles" 

The "times of the Gentiles'' commenced when God 
formally put power into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, and 
they have run on without a break from then till now and 
will continue until the Lord descends from Heaven to 
earth. They thus embrace not only the whole of the 
seventy weeks but also include the intervening "gap." 

It will greatly help to a correct understanding of Scrip
ture if these things are constantly borne in mind. There 
are things distinctive of the "gap" which, if put in "the 
last week," produce confusion of thought. For example, 
the rapture of the church, of which I Thess. 4:17 speaks 
and to which reference is made in II Thess. 2: 6, takes 

18Eph. 2: 15. 
UActs 11:10. 



48 CONCERNING THE FUTURE 

place in the "gap," but the Great Tribulation takes place 
in the latter half of the last "week." 

To sum up: In the "gap" there are three things which 
should be recognized: ( 1) Israel is temporarily disowned 
by God, ( 2) the times of the Gentiles are n1nning their 
course, (3) the Church, which is Christ's Body, is being 
formed. The formation of the Church commenced after 
the "gap" had started, and it will be completed and rap
tured before the "gap" ends. 



V 

THE CHURCH 

WE SHOULD, at this point, consider the unique character of 
the Church, which is the Body of Christ. 

It is something altogether "new"1 in the ways of God. 
It is ''new" in kind, for nothing like it ever existed before 
it came into being. The Lord Jesus foreshadowed that He 
would build what He called "my church,''2 tacitly ac
knowledging that it did not then exist but would come in
to being at some future time. The two expressions, "my
church" and "the church which is His body,'" illuminate 
each other. The Church belongs peculiarly and exclusive
ly to Christ, as uniquely and solely His as a body belongs 
only to its head. Paul speaks of it as a "new man/'3 

When, then, was it born? The answer is not far to seek. 
"For in one Spirit were we all baptized into one body, 
whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or free; and were 
all made to drink of one Spirit."4 Note the pronoun "we," 
for Paul includes himself as well as the Corinthians to 
whom he was then writing as being involved in that one 
historic event. The tense is the Greek aorist and refers to 
one specific incident. Later in the chapter, when speak
ing of the local church, he uses the pronoun "ye,"5 for he 
himself did not belong to it, but here he uses "we" be-

1Eph. 2:15. 
2Matt. 16: 18. 
3Eph. 2:15. 
•I Cor. 12: 13, A.S.V.
61 Cor. 12:27.
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cause what he says in verse 13 applies to all believers. 
On the day of Pentecost, of which Acts 2 speaks, the Lord 
Jesus fulfilled His promise and baptized in the Holy Spirit 
all believers, thus forming His body, all the members of 
which were united to each other by the Holy Spirit and 
inseparably linked to the Head in Heaven. 

No such thing as the "Body of Christ" existed on earth 
in the days prior to that Pentecostal day, nor could it, for 
the Spirit had not till then been given. When this Church, 
which is His body, has been translated to Heaven there 
will not again be any such thing on earth. It is altogether 
unique and has only to do, so far as its earthly sojourn is 
concerned, with the period that we have earlier called 
"the gap." 

There were, of course, saints on the earth before Pente
cost as indeed there will be after the Church has been 
caught away. In those past days, as will be the case in 
the future, God centered Gentile blessing in the Jew. But 
at the present time He blesses both Jew and Gentile alike 
on equal terms, 0 and both are dependent solely upon their 
relation to Christ. This is the point of Eph. 3:6. It was 
a "mystery,'' a truth not hitherto disclosed. It was not 
previously made known to the sons of men but disclosed 
to the holy apostles and prophets who ( to change the 
simile) formed the foundation of the Church. If we re
gard the Church as a temple, they were foundation stones, 
if we regard the Church as a body, they were the earliest 
members. Eph. 3:5 does not mean that the truth of the 
Body was only partially revealed in earlier times and that 
now it has been fully disclosed. It was not revealed at all 
in those times. The parallel passage in Col. 1:26 is explicit: 

6Eph. 3:6. 
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"the mystery which hath been hidden from ages and from 
generations, but now is made manifest to his saints." 
There is no word "as" in this passage as in Eph. 3:5, show
ing that here Paul is not making a comparison but assert
ing the absolute secrecy of the matter until it was revealed 
in early New Testament Christian times. 

The church, then, was formed by the baptism in the 
Holy Spirit. That event was historic; the year and day can 
be identified. It was unique, for the like had never oc
curred before, nor will it recur again. By that baptism 
the Church, which is the Body of Christ, came into being. 
It now remains for the Church to develop and grow till 
all have attained unto ''a fullgrown man." 

Whereas previously God had recognized only Jew and 
Gentile, when the Church came into being He recognized 
the Jews, the Gentiles, and the Church of God.1 When a 
Jew or a Gentile becomes a believer he in God's account 
ceases to be regarded as such but is regarded as a member 
of the Body of Christ. 

This was remarkably adumbrated in Leviticus 23. After 
the Passover, which speaks of the Cross, there is the "sheaf 
of first fruits,» speaking of Christ's resurrection. This is 
followed at the end of fifty days by a "new meal-offering" 
comprised of two wave-loaves baked with leaven. Read in 
the light of Ephesians 2, the significance of this becomes 
plain. Out of the "twain" (Jew and Gentile) He has 
made "one new man." Two loaves were used for making 
a "new meal-offering"; two parties, Jews and Gentiles, 
make "one new man." The parallel is complete. But this 
type could not have been understood without the New 
Testament doctrine. 

The truth of the Body of Christ is unique to Paul's writ-
71 Cor. 10:32. 
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ings. His first acquaintance with the Lord Jesus was as 
the Risen Man in Heaven, Who informed Paul that his 
cruelty to the saints was persecution of Himself. Paul 
saw instantly that what he did to them he did to Him, 
for He and they were one. This became the distinctive 
feature of his ministry: he was not only a minister of the 
Gospel but he was also a minister of the Church. 8 

But the Church is not only regarded as the Body; it is 
also the Bride of Christ. John the Baptist said, "He that 
hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the 
bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth 
greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy 
therefore is fulfilled."9 He was not part of the Bride, but 
he designated his position in relation to Christ by calling 
himself "the friend." Simeon had declared how God at the 
first did visit the Gentiles to take out of them a people 
for His name.10 Just as a bride takes the name of her 
husband, so it is with the Church. It, including both 
Christ and His people, is called "the Christ."11 Christ 
Himself had given the perfect example for all husbands 
in that He loved the Church and gave Himself for it that 
He might present it to Himself a Church all glorious, not 
having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it should 
be holy and without blame.12 She is seen by the Apostle 
John as the Lamb's wife, ready for the marriage.13 She 
holds an unique place. There are those who are "called 
unto the marriage supper," but these are merely the 
guests, they are not the bride. 

While it is a mistake to look for the Church in the Old 

seo1. 1 :23-25. 
9John 3:29.
10Acts 15: 14. 
111 Cor. 12: 12. 
12Eph. 5:27. 
18Rev . .21 :.2. 
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Testament, for it did not exist in those days nor does it 
form the subject matter of Old Testament prophecy 
which relates only to earth, yet in Old Testament history 
we find pictures here and there which illustrate the 
Church. Not that there is any picture which teaches the 
truth of the Body, but there are those which illustrate 
the Bride. We may cite Rebekah, called out of her city, 
led through the wilderness by the servant sent from the 
father's house, destined to be united to Isaac, who had 
been on the altar and into whose hand the father had 
committed all. u As Isaac found in Rebekah a source of 
comfort after his mother's death, so the Lord Jesus finds in 
the church a greater compensating joy in that she is far 
closer to Him than Israel according to the flesh ( and now 
regarded as nationally dead) ever could be. We might 
also cite Asenath,15 the wife of Joseph, who was united to 
him in the days of his power and glory before his brethren 
( picture of the nation of Israel) were delivered from their 
·grievous troubles. Another illustration is the case of Moses
and Zipporah;16 she was united to him in marriage while
his brethren were in affiiction in Egypt.

And so it will be: Christ and the Church will be united
together in glory while the nation of Israel will be in the
gravest of their afHictions on earth. Their deliverance will
come when Christ and His people come forth from
Heaven for the salvation and blessing of Israel.

14Gen. 25:5. 
lliGen. 41:45. 
HExod. 2:21. 
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WHAT IS ·OUR HO'P.E? 

THE HOPE OF THE BELIEVER is to meet :his Saviour at the 
rapture of the Church. Although the ·Word ''rapture» is 
not found in the New Testament, the· idea is ,inherent in

the words "caught up'' and correctly represents the event. 
The word itself mea,ns the sudden transportation of a per
son from one place to another. It .does not, ,in the con
nection which we are considering, mean. ecstasy or delight. 

The Greek word harpazo is used of violently taking a 
thing by force;1 of the wicked one snatching away the 
seed;2 of the Jews desiring to take the Lord by force and 
make Him a king;3 of the wolf s11atching 'away the sheep;• 
of the snatching of a believer' from the Father's hand 
( which is not possible) ;5 of 'the Spirit catching Philip 
away and transporting him to Azotus;0 of Paul being 
caught up to the third heaven; 7 and of pulling one out of 
the fire. 8 The significance of the word is clear. We have 
as much right to incorporate the word "rapture" into our 
vocabulary when speakhig of prophetic matters as we 
have in using the word "Trinity," which is not in Scripture 
if the word itself be insisted on, though the truth is there . 

.1 Matt. 11: 12. 
2Matt. 13: 19. 
3John 6:15. 
•John 10:12.
5John 10:28-29.
6Acts 8:39-40.
711 Cor. 12:2.
8Jude 23.

54 



WHAT Is OUR HOPE? 55 

Two great discourses were given by the Lord Jesus in 
the days immediately preceding His death. The one was 
given on the �,fount of Olives and the other was given in 
the Upper Room. They differ from each other in mate
rial respects. The former has to do with the return of 
the Lord to earth, the latter with His going to the Father's 
house. The former has to do with His returning in judg
ment, but the latter has to do with His coming and taking 
His own to the Father's house for blessing. The former is 
spoken in the third person but the latter in the first person. 
The former says the Son of Man will come to where His 
people are on earth; the latter, that He will take His own 
to be where He is in Heaven. The former speaks of sep
aration-two in a field or in a bed, one taken and the other 
left. But there is no such division in the latter. 

It will help in the understanding of differences in the 
ways of God if it is observed: ( 1) To the believing of 
the present time Christ is the Bright and Morning star 
shining in the darlmess of the night: his eye is, therefore, 
directed heavenward. (2) To the godly of Israel He will 
arise as the Sun of righteousness with healing in His 
beams. Their eye will, therefore, be directed earthward
to the horizon waiting for the morning. ( 3) To the un
godly He will come as a "thief in the night," unannounced 
and unexpectedly. ( 4) For Gentile civilization He will 
be the Stone cut out of the mountain without hands, 
smashing the entire system into pieces and extending His 
own kingdom throughout the earth. 

The two prophecies are therefore distinct. They are not 
contradictory but rather complementary. That the prom
ise of the Upper Room will be fulfilled before the prophe
cy of Matthew 24 is certain forasmuch as "them that sleep 
in Jesus will God bring with Him" when He comes back to 
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earth. 9 When He is manifested in glory "then shall ye al
so with him be manif ested."10 So, too, when He comes 
forth from Heaven riding a white horse and clothed in 
white raiment, the armies similarly riding and clothed 
come forth with H im.11 

The distinct and peculiar hope of the Church, then, is 
to be caught away ( at a moment not disclosed) suddenly 
( in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump) 12 to the Father's house. This could not possibly 
have referred to "my Father's house" of which the Lord 
Jesus spoke when referring to the desecration of the tem
ple, for He had told them that temple was to be razed. 
He gives no indications, as in the Olivet discourse, either 
as to time or signs for this coming. 

Some think it was fulfilled by His resurrection appear
ances, but that could not be, seeing that He did not then 
take them to the Father's house. Others think He refers to 
death, but that is our going to be "with Him" rather than 
His coming "to receive us." Besides, John 21:22-23 is 
decisive. "If I will that he tarry till I come" is not to be 
equated with John's death: it has nothing to do with 
death at all. 

The words of the Lord Jesus "I come again" justify the 
attitude of the early Christians and Paul in particular, who 
lived in constant expectation of His return.13 Paul's out-

•I Thess. 4: 14 does not mean that He will brini the departed spirits
of sl��g believers with Him. The conjunction for" of verse 13 for
bids · . Their resurrection must precede their being brought with 
Him. 

1ocol. 3:4, A.S.V. 
11Rev. 19: 14. 
121 Cor. 15:52. 
18The fact that Peter spoke of his death does not in any way deny 

that believers were anticipating the Lord's return. As a matter of fact, 
in the very chapter where he alludes to his "exodus" ( decease, II Pet. 1: 
15), he encourages the saints to gjve heed to the prophetic word "until 
the dax dawn" -not until they aie. Similarly( with regard to Pa�
though he spoke of times "after my departing" Acts 20:29) and of the 
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look was well-balanced. He was ready to depart and be 
with Christ by way of death,u or he was ready to remain 
and continue to labor for Christ1G while at the same time 
he was waiting for the Saviour from Heaven.16 He was 
prepared for any one of these three things. There is no 
doubt whatever that Paul taught the early Christians to 
wait for God,s Son from Heaven, even Jesus whom God 
raised from the dead, our Deliverer from the coming 
wrath.11 

They were waiting for Christ; they were not waiting 
for certain events to take place. As we have before re
marked, the promise of John 14 is without any sign-marks 
whatever. The gaze of the early Christians was upward, 
not earthward. To them had been given the "bright and 
morning star,, which shone in the darkness of night. To 
Israel has been given the hope of the coming of the "Son 
of righteousness," who will arise with healing in His 
beams18 as He dispels the darkness and brings in the 
millennial day. The Church's hope is to be with Christ 
in Heaven; Israel's hope is to have Christ ruling over them 
on earth. 

The believer of the present calling expects "deliverance 
from the coming wrath,"19 a wrath which has as its special 

"latter da)'s" and the "last days," he gave no hint as to how soon such 
times would come upon the saints. Instead he urges Timothy to "keep 
this commandment without spot . . . until the appearing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ" (I Tim. 6:14). 

14Phil. 1:23. 
16Phil. I :25. 
16Phil. 3:20. 
171 Thess. 1:10. 
18Mal. 4:2. 
191 Thess. 1:10 does not refer to our deliverance from God's wrath 

when we were saved. The word is almost the equivalent of a prol)e!' 
noun: "Our deliverer." "The wrath to come," or "the coming wrath; 
does not refer to the final judgment of sinners, from which the believer 
has already been saved (John 5:24). It means that he will be delivered 
from the coming temporal judgments of God which governmentally He 
will pour out from Heaven upon the ungodly on earth. 
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object God's Christ-rejecting people, the Jew.20 But God 
has not appointed us to wrath but to salvation from it by 
( the coming of) our Lord Jesus Christ. 21 C(We shall be
saved from wrath through him,"22

• 
23 that is by His fulfill

ing His promise to come again. 
Paul's words to the Thessalonians24 throw considerable 

light upon the Upper Room promise. They were not to 
sorrow for their loved ones who had died as if they had no 
hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again 
( which is the basis of our eternal hope), even so, in like 
manner, these who have died will be raised again. Their 
death is, therefore, called a sleep-not that their souls 
sleep, but their bodies. And sleep always supposes a later 
awakening. In fact, God will bring them in their resurrec
tion bodies together with Christ when He comes back to 
earth. But that raises a further question: What of those 
who are «alive and remain"? The full answer is given in 
I Thess. 4:13 ff. The Lord Himself (not an angel nor any 
other delegate) will descend from Heaven with an as
sembling shout, with archangel's voice25 and the trump of
God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we which 
are alive and remain unto the parousia of the Lord shall 
be caught up together with them in clouds to meet the 

201 Thess. 2:14-16. 
211 Thess. 5:9. 
22Rom. 5:9. 
2aThe preposition ek need cause no difficulty. In the corresponding 

passages, Romans 5: 9, the weposition is apo. The preposition ek, in ad
dition to meanin_g "out of, sometimes means "away from." It is found 
in Acts 12:7 and II Tim. 4:17, where the sense cannot mean "out of." 
Were the chains in Peter's hands? Was Paul in the lion's mouth? The 
chains fell from Peter's hands, and Paul was saved from getting into the 
lion's mouth. 

2,1 Thess. 4:13-18. 
25lt is to be observed that Michael, the archangel, makes war with 

the Devil and his angels and casts them out of Heaven to earth. It may 
be because of this that the Lord comes with the archangel's voice in 
order to call His saints to meet Him in the air. Satan is now the "prince 
of the power of the air" ( Eph. 2:2). 
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Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord, re
united, never again to be separated. 

Far from losing the kingdom, deceased believers will 
have priority in resurrection and, reunited with their sor
rowing left ones, they will all as one company come with 
the King when He sets up His Kingdom. 

In accord with all this were the Lord's words to 
Martha: "He that believeth in me, though he were dead 
[have died], yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and 
believeth [he that is living and believing] in me shall 
never die."26 

Some suppose that the verb "meet" implies that the 
saints will meet the Lord in the air and return to earth 
immediately with Him. Not only is this contrary to His 
promise to take us to the Fathel s house but it is not re
quired by the verb itself. One may meet a person and 
both may return to the place from which the first came 
or go on to the place to which the second is going. Or, 
they may meet and part. The verb "meet" does not neces
sarily imply a continuance together of the journey of the 
party met. Its use here by Paul must be interpreted as 
having regard to the teaching of the New Testament in 
general. 

The "trump of God" is identical with the c1ast trump" 
of I Cor. 15:52, but neither would appear to have any
thing in common with the seven trumpets of Revelation. 
In this latter case the angels sound them, but in the form
er it is the trump of God, used by the Lord Himself. He 
sounds the trump of God to gather together the redeemed 
to embark them on their eternal and unalloyed blessing, 
but in the Book of Revelation the trumpets are sounded 
in order to bring judgment upon the world. The word 

28John 11:25. 
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'1ast" need give no difficulty. "Last" does not indicate the 
last of the apocalyptic series, for, as a matter of fact, the 
seventh and last of that series is not the last trumpet that 
will be blown. 21 The phrase "the last trump" is a military 
term recognized by the Roman army as being the signal 
to march. 

It is to be remarked that there is in New Testament 
epistles a total absence of any directions to the believer 
as to his preparing either for death or for the Great Tribu
lation. He is not told what to do in either eventuality. 
There is no such word as "Set thine house in order'' or 
'When ye see . . . then flee." Everywhere the eye is

turned upward, and the hope of the Lord's return is pre
sented as that which is constantly to be awaited. 

W
r
iting to the Romans, Paul says, 'We ourselves ... 

[are] waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of 
our body."28 'We with patience wait for it."29 The Corin
thians are said to be "waiting for the revelation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ."80 The Galatians "wait for the hope of 
righteousness by faith."81 The Philippians are looking 
"for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change 
our vile body [body of humiliation]."82 To Titus Paul 
writes of the saints '1ooking for that blessed hope, the 
glorious appearing [ appearing of the glory] of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ."88 The writer to the 
Hebrews speaks of "them that look for him.,,8

' James ex
horts tbe saints to "be patient . . .  unto the coming of the 

27e.g. Matt. 24:31. 
28Rom. 8:23. 
29Rom. 8:25.
801 Cor. 1:7. 
81Gal. 5:5. 
82Phil. 3:21.
88Titus 2: 13. 
Uffeb. 9:28. 
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Lord. "•11 Peter exhorts the believers to give heed to the 
prophetic word "until the day dawn."36 

What is our hope? The answer is clear: "Surely I come 
quickly .... Even so, come, Lord Jesus."81 

111James 5:7. 
88ll Pet. 1: 19. 
'7Rev. 22:20. 



VII 

WHY THE DELAY? 

WE HA VE SEEN that the early Christians waited for God's 
Son from Heaven and that this should be the normal atti
tude of every believer. Their expectation is not that 
Christ will come within their lifetime but that He may 
come. Accordingly Paul at times linked himself with 
the living ( "we which are alive and remain"1 

)- and at
other times with departed saints ( "he . . . shall raise up us 
also").2 Yet almost two millenniums have passed, and still 
He has not come. Why the delay? 

The taunt of the scoffer-'Where is the promise of his 
coming?'' -is also often the honest perplexity of the Chris
tian. Why tarry the wheels of His chariot? Have we been 
misled? Have our former teachers led us astray? 

God's thoughts are not our thoughts, neither His ways 
ours. His reckoning of time differs from ours, and changes 
which might take man a thousand years to effect He can 
make in one day, and conversely things which man might 
imagine he could achieve overnight could, by divine inter
vention, be delayed for a thousand years. s After all, the 
delay that has ensued is not so very great when judged by 
His timepiece. 

There is a gracious reason for this. Though the day of 
perdition of ungodly men is surely coming, the Lord does 

11 Thess. 4:17.
211 Cor. 4:14. 
an Pet. 3:8. 
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not wish any to perish but rather that all should come to 
repentance. His apparent delay furnishes them with the 
opportunity to repent. Let us not be self-centered and 
think only of the benefits which the coming of the Lord 
will bring to us. What of the perishing around and the 
doom that will be theirs? God is longsuffering, not will
ing that one should perish. 4 

The ungodly vainly suppose that God will never inter
fere with earth's affairs. Blindly they say that He has 
never done so and therefore He cannot be expected to do 
so. They willingly forget the catastrophe of the flood 
when God suddenly, though not without warning, swept 
away all but Noah and his family. Next time it will not 
be by water but by fire, and that there will be a next time 
is sure. God does not intend that things shall drift along 
indeterminately. He will once more call a halt to man's 
progress in iniquity. 

The fire with which this earth is stored is under His 
control, and He will keep His restraint upon it till the 
proper time arrives for the elements ( that is, the materials 
of which the crust of the globe is made) to melt with 
fervent heat and the earth and all its work to be burned 
up. Such power is not in the hands of man, no matter 
how strenuously he seeks to wrest the secrets of nature 
and tum them to his own ends. At the moment the uni
verse is held together by the word of God's power and 
He upholds all things.5 But when He withdraws that 
restraint the elements will melt ( be loosed) and the 
heavens, being on fire, shall be dissolved ( be loosed). 
Three times6 the word luo is used, a word which is the an
tonym of sunistemi, holding together. 

4Il Pet. 5:9. 
5Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3. 
611 Pet. 3:10-12. 
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God will bring in new heavens and a new earth. What 
He has done for the believer personally He will do for 
creation at large. Old things will pass away; all things will 
become new; there will be a new creation. The believer 
has experienced "regeneration," and so will creation, 7 only 
with this difference, that whereas in the believer's case 
he has been delivered from judgment, creation will only be 
made new after it has undergone the awful cataclysmic 
upheavals envisaged by Peter. 

Then will have come the "day of God" when His origi
nal intentions in creation will have been achieved and all 
opposing forces quelled. 

Paul also has something to say about the apparent delay 
in Chrisf s coming. Writing to the Thessalonians, he told 
them that the "day of the Lord"8 could not come until the 
apostasy had come and the Man of Lawlessness had been 
revealed. They had been instructed in these matters when 
Paul was in their midst. There was, therefore, no need for 
them to be troubled, supposing they were already in the 
"day of the Lord." That could not be.D The time was not 
ripe. There was a "hinderer" and a "hindrance" to the 
revelation of this Man with a view to ensuring that he 
should not be revealed till ''his own season" had arrived. 
Then, as now, the mystery of lawlessness already worked, 
and were there no restraint upon it it would produce utter 
chaos. What then is that restraint that is holding lawless
ness down and keeping it within bounds till the proper 
time has come for the Superman to be revealed? All kinds 
of suggestions have been made, such as ordered govem-

TMatt. 19:28; Titus 3:5. 
Bil Thess. 2: 1-3, A.S.V. 
DSome teach that I Thess. 5:4 means that the "day of the Lord" will 

overtake the believer, though it will not do so as a thief. Rather it means 
that that day will not overtake the believer at all. Those overtaken are 
"in darkness," but believers are "sons of light and sons of the day" 
(A.S.V.). Believers belong to another order of �gs altogether. 
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ment, the then existing Roman empire. But it should be 
pointed out that whatever the restraint may be it is 
Something and Someone who wittingly, purposefully, and 
designedly holds it in check with the view to ensuring 
that the Man of Lawlessness is revealed in his own proper 
time. 

The Thessalonians had been instructed in these things 
by Paul-"Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with 
you, I told you these things?" They knew of the Coming 
Prince with whom Israel would make a pact for seven 
years; they knew of his utter lawlessness, which would re
sult in his cruelty to that ancient people, depriving them 
of religious rights; they knew that he would bring in "the 
abomination of desolation.,,. 

But after receiving Paul's first letter they knew some
thing else: They could identify the "hinderer" and the 
''hindrance," for they had been told of the Rapture of the 
saints when the Lord comes to the air, a thing that had 
not been disclosed to them during Paul's stay among 
them. In fact it seems to have been a special word from 
the Lord conveyed to Paul consequent upon the per
plexity of these saints of which Timothy had apprised 
him. "And now ye knotv what withholdeth [hindereth]," 
he writes. Hitherto, before the receipt of his first letter, 
they did not know, but now that that letter has reached 
them with its glad news of the Rapture, they know why 
it was the ''day of the Lord'' had not yet come. 

The presence on earth of Christ's Church-and in it the 
presence of the Holy Spirit-constitutes the hindrance to 
the full development of the wickedness of man and the 
onset of divine judgments. 

It is the evil servant who says, "My Lord delayeth his 
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coming."10 No wonder, then, that he falls at variance 
with the other servants and indulges himseH by eating and 
drinking with the drunken. His Lord will come "in a day 
when he looketh not for him" -and what then?11

The Lord's apparent delay is apt to have an ill effect 
upon us. Our hearts should be occupied with Him, not 
with the "delay" which really is only apparent and not 
real. We must beware lest we be like the virgins who 
"while the bridegroom tarried [delayed], they all slum
bered and slept."12 It may seem that it is ''after a long 
time"13 that He returns, but "he that shall come will come, 
and will not tarry ."14 

10Matt. 24:48. 
11Matt. 24:50. 
12Matt. 25:5. 
18Matt. 25: 19.
14Heb. 10:37. 



VIII 

THE JUDGMENT SEAT 

ALTHOUGH EVERY BELIEVER must appear at the Judgment 
Seat, his eternal security is not in jeopardy. "There is ... 
no condemnation [judgment] to them that are in Christ 
Jesus."1 They are "clean every whit."2 They can appear 
in God's high courts of justice and fear no charge brought 
against them. They overcome "by the blood of the 
Lamb."3 No one can pluck them out of the hand of the 
Saviour Himself or out of His Father's hand. 4 

Indeed, at the time when the Judgment Seat takes 
place they will have received their glorified bodies and 
be like Christ. The Father's house will be their proper 
dwelling place; their place and title as members of the 
family is inviolable. Their sins have been righteously 
dealt with in the person of their Substitute, and they can 
never more be brought up against them. "Their sins and 
iniquities will I remember no more."5 Christ will "appear 
the second time without [apart from the question of] sin 
unto salvation."6 

But while all this is true, the possibility of being 
''ashamed before Him at His coming"1 acutally exists. It 

1Rom. 8:1. 
2John 13: 10, A.S.V. 
8Rev. 12:11. 
4John 10:28-29. 
5Heb. 10:17. 
0Heb. 9:28. 
71 John 2:28. 
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is possible to be a workman that needeth to be ashamed. 8 

For although the believer will "not come into judgmenf, 
yet he must undergo examination at the Judgment Seat. 
The thought behind the word Berna, translated judgment
seat, is that of a place where an observer passes judgment 
as to whether or not a person has behaved properly, com
plied with the rules, and is deserving or not of a reward. 
It is not a court where crimes are dealt with. 

This examination does not take place immediately the 
believer leaves this life but, as the parables of the talents!}

and pounds10 clearly show, it is when the Master returns. 
Then He will examine what has been done during His 
absence and allot rewards which will be enjoyed in His 
kingdom. So there is a tribunal which occurs between the 
Rapture and the return to earth of the Lord Jesus. 

No one can escape this, for in every one of the New 
Testament passages which bear upon the judgment of the 
believer the word "every" or "each" ( A.S.V.) is used. All 
the redeemed must appear there. They will not be dealt 
with en masse but as individuals and personally. The 
Lord will then bring to light the hidden things of darkness 
and make manifest the counsels of the heart, and then 
each shall have praise from God.11 How important, there
fore, that we judge nothing before the time, since we do 
not know everything. Were all the facts before us, no 
doubt our judgment would be vastly different. 

All believers will then see everything in the light of 
His presence, and their judgment of such things will be 
precisely what is His. This no doubt will involve the ad
justment of all those sad things which mar the peace of 

s11 Tim. 2: 15. 
9Matt. 25: 14-30. 
10Luke 19: 11-27. 
111 Cor. 4:5. 
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God's people on earth. We shall then all be brought into 
line with His thoughts. 

Discord often results from differing individual consci
entious scruples, as was the case in the church at Rome.12

Some believers-in all likelihood-Jewish-were meticu
louly insistent on the observances of the Mosaic law as to 
days and foods. Others in those churches-possibly Gen
tiles-refused to put themselves under any such restric
tions. Clearly such differing attitudes were liable to pro
duce friction, but Paul reminds them "that we shall all 
stand before the judgment seat of God"; "each one of us 
shall give account of himseli to God," and if He be satis
fied, who else has the right to dispute? How wrong it is to 
despise those who, in order to have a conscience void of 
offence before God, observe the injunctions of the Old 
Testament touching foods and days! And conversely, how 
wrong of these to condemn the others who, in order to 
secure their Christian freedom, strenuously resist any at
tempt to put them under legal bondage! After all is said 
and done, we are accountable to God and not to any man. 

That we should not stumble our brother is proper, but 
we do not go into that matter here. In our day we may not 
be concerned about such things as troubled those Roman 
believers. But the principle abides: we are accountable to 
God for what we allow in ourselves or what we forbid to 
ourselves. 

The Judgment Seat also has to do with our work for 
Christ. "Every man's work shall be made manifest."13

Paul is thinking specially of the activities of persons in 
their own local church. He himself had founded the 
Corinthian church, but it was for others to continue build
ing on the foundation that he had laid. It was possible to 

12Romans 14. 
1a1 Car. 3: 13. 
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put into it such work as would adorn it. In that case, the 
work would withstand the fire in the day of testing, as 
silver, gold and costly stones are incombustible. But it is 
possible also to put into it such work as would all vanish 
into smoke when tested, as wood, grass, and straw. 

If our work withstands the fire, we shall be given a re
ward. If it does not do so, we shall suffer loss. We shall 
not suffer the loss of any blessing given us in sovereign 
grace, for, as we have seen, our eternal security is not in 
jeopardy. Rather there looms the loss of a reward which 
we might have obtained had we been more diligent and 
careful. 

In this case the quality of the work is taken into ac
count, but in the parable of the pounds the householder is 
concerned with "how much every man had gained by 
trading."i. There it is the quantity. Both quality and quan
tity will be considered at the Judgment Seat. 

We repeat that "salvation" is not in peril then. "He ... 
shall be saved" is what is said about the one whose work 
is all consumed, "yet so as by fire," that is to say, despite 
the fire which has tested his lifework. He has the grief 
of seeing all of it consumed, although he himself is saved. 

There is even more. Not only must we put in an appear
ance there and give an account of ourselves, not only must 
our lifework be tested and, if meritorious, be rewarded, 
but we ourselves must be made manifest.115 We shall be 
seen then in our true colors, and any false exterior will be 
removed. All veneer will be stripped off. All wax which 
has been designed to conceal the cracks in our character 
will then melt in the sun-heat of His presence. Paul 
had been subjected to many cruel aspersions on his mo
tives, but he was well aware that nothing but the love 

ULuJce 19: 15. 
un Cor. 5: 10. 
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of Christ constrained him and was assured that if that 
were not conceded now it would become manifest then. 

It may not be easy to understand how each of us will 
receive the things done in the body according to what we 
have done, whether it be good or bad. But is it not that 
our actions are like boomerangs? They come back on us 
and leave their mark on our character. They are like 
birds that go on the wing and do their work but come 
home to roost. The net result of our life, which is a mix
ture of good and bad, will be that which we shall carry 
over into eternity and will, as to character formed on 
earth, be our starting point in Heaven. Some of Israel"s 
kings are spoken of as having done that which was good 
in the sight of the Lord; others, as those who did evil. 
This is the summary assessment of their life, and I sug
gest that this is what the Spirit intends when He says 
each shall receive the things done in the body whether 
good or bad. The good things that he hath done "the 
same shall he receive again from the Lord";16 likewise the 
wrongs that he hath done he shall himself receive again.11 

It does not here appear to be a matter of reward, but the 
actions themselves come back on the doer, and the net 
result is made manifest at the Judgment Seat. 

We may be sure that the Lord will not fail to compen
sate His servants for all their expenditure on His behalf. 
<Whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I 
will repay thee."18 Nothing will be overlooked. "Behold, 
I come quickly; and my reward [wages] is with me, to give 
every man according as his work shall be."19 His reward 
will be fair, just, and generous. We shall then be only too 

1aEph. 6:� A.S.V. 
ucol. 3:2::>, A.S.V. marg. 
18Luke 10:35. 
19Rev. 22:12. 
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willing to acknowledge that we are unprofitable servants, 
having merely done that which it was our duty to have 
done. After all, had He not given us the talent and the 
pound, had He not given us both the opportunity and 
ability to serve Him, we should not have been able to 
have done anything. What we have done is not from 
ourselves but the grace of God that has been with us. 20 

He will not overlook one relevant factor. He spoke 
three parables touching this matter: (I) The laborers in 
the vineyard, 21 

( 2) the talents, 22 
( 3) and the pounds. 23 

In each of these the emphasis is on different things. In 
the first, it is on the fact of unequal opportunities; in the 
second, on differing capacities; in the third, on a common 
responsibility. There were some who had opportunity to 
serve but one hour; there were those whose "ability" was 
not so great as that of another, and talents were given ac
cording to each man's ability. But each had a pound; the 
responsibility to use it was alike. And these things will be 
factors in the Lord's assessment of the work done, the 
love shown, the diligence exerted, and the reward merited. 

201 Cor. 15:10. 
21Matt. 20: 1-16.
22Matt. 25:14-30.
23Luke 19:11-27. 



IX 

PARTIAL RAPTURE 

IT 1s STRANGE that any should teach that some of the 
Lord's people will be left behind when He comes to the 
air. Such teachers must be very complacent as to them
selves, or else full of misgivings as to what will be their 
lot. Surely they can enjoy no settled peace. 

We are told that only some believers who have attained 
a certain standard of fathfulness will either be raised and/ 
or, if living, will be raptured to meet the Lord. The others 
must either remain in their graves for some time more or 
else, if on earth, be left to go through the ordeal of the 
Great Tribulation. It is even taught that some may go 
into the outer darkness, where there is wailing and weep
ing and gnashing of teeth. 

The principle underlying this teaching is legality; it is 
a mixture of works and faith; it implies that eternal se
curity is dependent not solely upon the work of Christ 
but upon that plus something of human endeavor. It is 
a teaching based on the evil which Paul so strenuously 
resisted among the Galatians. It panders to the flesh and 
encourages human pride. 

Maybe we shall be told this doctrine does not deny the 
eternal security of the child of God, but it does presuppose 
an intermediate purgatorial experience without a scintilla 
of scriptural proof. In all three cases1 where the "outer 

1Matt. 8:12; 22:13; 25:30. 
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darlmess" is spoken of it has nothing whatever to do with 
a real child of God. "The sons of the kingdom" are plain
ly Jews with whom the Gentile centurion was contrasted. 
The _man without the wedding garment is clearly a mere 
professor without reality. The "unprofitable servanf' is a 
wicked man who, whatever his religious position might 
have been, has not the slightest idea of the true character 
of the Lord. He was but a servant in name only, not in 
fact. Of these kinds there are many in Christendom today. 

It is a safe canon of interpretation that a clear passage 
should govern the meaning of one not so clear. <We shall 
not all sleep but we shall all be changed''2 admits of no 
difficulty whatsoever. Addressed as it was to the ill
behaved Corinthians it shows beyond the slightest shad
ow of a doubt that our eternal future is not dependent on 
conduct but upon grace. Not that conduct should be 
neglected. Our external behavior is the manifest token 
of our inward reality. But neither external conduct nor 
inward reality give ground for our ultimate salvation: the 
ground of that is the work of Calvary and that alone. 

But it is difficult to see how the most ardent Partial 
Rapturists can explain this Pauline passage to fit in with 
his theory. "All" means all and admits of no limitation 
beyond that which the context demands. Here there is no 
qualifying or adjectival word or clause appended. It 
stands absolute. "We shall not all sleep." That is not 
doubted by anyone who believes that the Lord will come 
and thus prevent the death of some. Why, then, give a 
different sense to the next "all"? We shall all be changed 
whether sleeping or living. 

Another crystal-clear passage is "the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints."8 Not a hoof will be 

21 Cor. 15:51. 
81 Thess. 3: 13. 
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left behind. Nothing can be plainer. In fact, it is so plain 
that one wonders there is need to combat the doctrine 
known as Partial Rapture. 

No interpretation of any other Scripture should be al
lowed to upset these two clear statements. 

Believers who fall asleep immediately go to be with 
Christ which is very far better,4 they are at home with 
the Lord,6 they are comforted,6 at rest,1 and their labors 
on earth are ended. There is not the slightest hint any
where that they are in a state pending a decision as to 
whether or not they are to be subjected to a further cleans
ing process. There is but one more step and they will 
be in fully manifested glory, and that step is their resur
rection and the putting on of incorruption. 8 

We have no doubt whatsoever that the advocates of the 
Partial Rapture theory are desirous of promoting in them
selves and others more godly living, but fear of punish
ment ( though it be of a temporary purgatorial and, there
fore, terminable kind) will never produce this. 

The teaching springs from the fact that its advocates 
fail to apprehend that there are two lines of truth in 
Scripture. The one is divine sovereignty and the other, 
human responsibility. Divine sovereignty has to do with 
God's grace, His purpose, and an election that was inde
pendent altogether of the individual's conduct or choice. 
Human responsibility, on the other hand, has to do with 
personal behavior and one's duty to conform to the will 
of Him who has chosen us. These two lines are clearly 
pictured in the parables of the talents and the pounds. 
The servants were called and entrusted with their Master's 

•Phil. 1:23.
6ll Cor. 5:� A.S.V. 
6Luke 16:20. 
7Rev. 14:13. 
s1 Cor. 15:53. 
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goods in sovereignty, but they were each and all responsi
ble so to trade with them that there would be a worthy 
gain to be presented when He returned. Sovereign grace 
gives all God's children the same standing, but responsi
bility determines the distinctive position of each in the 
kingdom and what reward he receives. In this there is, 
of course, a vast difference between one and another. 

Much capital has been made out of the rewards given 
to the "overcomers."9 But every true child of God is an 
"overcomer." He may, like Gad, have suffered reverses 
and at times been overcome, but it is the final issue that 
counts and determines whether one is a victor or not. 
Victorious generals are not stigmatized by their reverses; 
what counts is the final outcome. 

The promises to the overcomers in the seven letters of 
the Revelation are so worded as to stimulate carefulness 
and diligence. These letters certainly were not designed 
to create doubt or fear. 

Indeed, at the end scene there are only two kinds of 
persons: the "overcomers'' and the "unbelieving."1

0 The 
lot of the overcomers is to reign with Christ, and the lot 
of the unbelievers is the lake of fire. 

It is presumed that a true Christian continues in the 
faith. Paul certainly said to the Colossians that they 
would be presented holy and without spot and irreprov
able before Him if they continued in the faith.11 Were 
they not to do so, it would but show that they never had 
had the root of the matter in them. Continuance proves 
genuineness. Noncontinuance would be apostasy and, 
therefore, would demonstrate their spuriousness. 

Similar remarks may be made as to the recurrence of 
9Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21. 
10Rev. 21:7-8. 
11Col. 1:23. 
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the word ''if" in the epistle to the Hebrews,12 who were 
so tempted to abandon their faith in order to secure free
dom from persecution. 

Indeed, Paul used the word "if'18 as to himself. Not 
that he had any doubt whatever as to his bodily resurrec
tion, but he was aware of the necessity of resisting every 
allurement of self-interest. 

In another chapter we have considered the '1oss" spo
ken of in regard to the Judgment Seat. We repeat this 
has nothing whatsoever to do with the loss of any bless
ings which have been given in sovereign grace, for the 
gifts and callings of God are without repentance. a "Loss" 
does not imply the forfeiture of something once possessed, 
but rather the failure to obtain what one might have pos
sessed. 

Most certainly, the phrase "yet so as by fire"15 does not 
teach any purgatorial state before full salvation is enjoyed. 
The words are explicit: "he ... shall be saved; yet so as 
by fire." It means that despite the trial by fire of his works 
and despite the fact that they have been consumed by the 
fire, he will not be consumed by it; he will be saved 
despite it. 

The phrase "one shall be taken, and the other left"16 

has been called in to support this theory, but the passage 
has nothing whatsoever to do with believers of the present 
dispensation. It relates to those on earth after the Rap
ture and here at the time when the Lord comes back in 
judgment. Then one will be taken away in judgment and 
the other will be left for blessing. 

12Heb. 3:6, 14. 
13Phil. 3: 11. 
HRom. 11 :29. 
1111 Cor. 3: 15. 
16Matt. 24:40-41. 
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"If we endure, we shall also reign with him"11 is also 
cited to boost the theory as well as "if . . . we suffer with 
him, we ... [shall] be ... glorified together."18 But neither 
passage, when strictly interpreted consistent with its con
text and the general tenor of Scripture, helps at all. There 
is at the present time an inseparable bond of union be
tween Christ and His people. He is rejected and so are 
they and, inevitably, because of this link they suffer to
gether, just as David's followers suffered the privations 
of the wilderness with him when he was hunted there but 
later shared his kingdom. So _will it be with all the Lord's 
people. Suffering with Him is their common lot now; it 
is not the special portion of a few. There is a difference 
between "suffering for Him" and "suffering with Him." 
Not all "suffer for Him," but all "suffer with Him.'' Identi
fication with Christ makes it unavoidable. The word "if" 
in these passages might be rendered "since" for it assumes 
a state, and does not impose a condition. 

The "man child" of Revelation 12 has been called in 
as a further help to the theory. But we must say frankly 
that we find it most difficult to discover even a remote hint 
here of a specially privileged community of believers. We 
regard the woman as the nation of Israel and the man 
child as Christ and His people. That seems to be the plain 
meaning of the passage. One must be driven to extremi
ties if he has to resort to such a deep oracle to help support 
such a theory as Partial Rapture. 

But again we are reminded of "them that look for 
him,"10 being told that it is to them only that He will ap
pear. But we may again remark that this is a phrase char
acteristic of all true believers. The atmosphere of the 

11II Tim. 2:12, A.S.V. 
18Rom. 8:17. 
19Heb. 9:28. 
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chapter from which this is extracted is that of the day of 
atonement. The priest who had burnt the sin-offering 
outside the camp had gone within the veil where he was 
making atonement for the people, who were waiting out
side, expecting him to come out in due course. The coun
terpart of this is true as to Christ. By His first appearance 
He put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself outside the 
camp. Now He has gone inside to make atonement for 
the people, and His own are waiting for Him to come out 
as surely He will. Had you asked Moabites or Amale
kites if they were waiting for Israel's priest to come out 
they would have said it was not a matter of interest to 
them. But if you had asked an Israelite, his answer would 
have been an absolute affirmative. So, too, the world to
day has no interest in the return of Christ, but, as we have 
seen before, the characteristic attitude of all believers is 
that they are daily waiting for His return. 

In this connection we may remark that it is a mistake 
to suppose that everyone who professes to be a believer 
is really in fact one. Mere profession is of no account, it is 
the life that matters. "By their fruits ye shall know them."20 

The Lord knows them that are His, but we can only know 
as one departs from unrighteousness. 21 We may add also 
that it is a mistake to suppose that everyone to whom the 
epistles were directed was a genuine believer. Oftentimes 
there are remarks therein that are designed to search the 
conscience of those who had no right among God>s people. 

We cannot follow the argument of those who cite I Cor. 
6:9-10 in support of this theory. Surely verse 11 makes it 
clear beyond doubt that Paul is referring in these verses 
to unregenerate persons, of such a character as some of 

20Matt. 7 :20. 
2111 Tim. 2: 19, A.S.V. 
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the Corinthian believers once were. So in Eph. 5:5 Paul 
is not speaking of born-again persons, nor is he envisaging 
lapses which occur in the believer's history but the gen
eral characteristics of unbelievers. 

But, we are asked, what about the phrase "that ye may 
be counted worthy of the kingdom of God"?22 We reply 
that this has to do with human responsibility. On the side 
of divine sovereignty we have been made meet to be par
takers of the inheritance of the saints in light, 23 and this 
meetness is solely due to our association with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. We are graced in the Be
loved, 2• altogether independent of anything in ourselves, 
either before or since we were saved. But God allows His 
people to go through persecutions and tribulations in or
der to develop in them the moral excellencies which make 
them "worthy citizens" of that kingdom. Son1e of the 
apostles rejoiced that they had been counted worthy to 
suffer for Jesus' name.25 Paul's prayer for the Thessa
lonians that God would count them worthy of their calling 
most certainly had nothing to do with adding anything to 
the work of Christ. The Cross makes the believer worthy 
of his position in the kingdom, but patience and faith in 
tribulation manifest such an one morally worthy of it. 
Among members of any earthly society there are those 
who are discreditable as well as others. Paul prayed that 
it should not be so among these saints. 

22II Thess. 1:5. 
23Col. 1: 12. 
HEph. 1:6. 
25Acts 5:41. 



X 

THE DAY OF THE LORD 

SCRIPTURAL ESCHATOLOGY has much to say of various 
"days." Some of these are as follows: 

(1) The Lord's Day,"1 which appears to be set in con
trast with Man's Day. Man's day is clearly man's estimate 
or judgment of things. So, too, the Lord's day would ap
pear to be His estimate of things. It seems too superficial 
to say, ''I was in the Spirit on the first day of the week,» 
as some suppose. To the Christian every day should be 
regarded alike. 

( 2) The Day of God, 2 which has in view the end of
things when the purposes of God in the original creation 
have been reached. 

( 3) The Day of Judgment,3 which obviously expresses
the period when the present silence of God will have been 
broken and He will actively intervene in judgment on men 
for their sins. 

( 4) The Day of Jesus Ch1'ist,' which is used in connec
tion with His heavenly people and their being with Him 
in glory. 

(5) The Day of Eternity/' when all God's intentions
concerning Heaven and earth have been consummated. 

From all of these the Day of the Lord is to be distin-

1Rev. 1:10. 
2II Peter 3: 12. 
8Il Peter 3:7. 
•Phil. 1:6.
6Il Peter 3: 18, A.S.V. marg. 
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guished. It is spoken of as "the day of vengeance of our 
God,"6 "the day of thy power,"1 "the day of his wrath."8 

It will succeed the present "day of salvation,,; 9 it could 
not be contemporaneous, for grace now reigns and judg
ment is deferred. Grace and judgment cannot coexist as 
joint-reigning principles, for they are mutually exclusive. 
If grace is shown, then judgment is not executed. Mercy 
rejoices against judgment. 

The Day of the Lord is spoken of three times10 in the 
New Testament. From these references we may glean: 

That the Day of the Lord was the subject of the Old 
Testament Scriptures with which the Thessalonians had 
become acquainted. They knew it would come as a thief 
and that from its judgment there could be no escape. They 
knew the time would come when God would have His 
way, unlike the days when the Lord Jesus was here in

humility and rejection and unlike the present time when 
wickedness seems to triumph and truth is again put on 
the scaffold. 

The Day of the Lord will bring with it darkness, judg
ment, and calamities, for God will arise to shake terribly 
not only the earth but the heavens also.11 He will then be 
forcibly winding up the affairs of rebellious man on earth 
with the view of bringing in His everlasting kingdom. 
It will be a day "cruel both with wrath and fierce anger,"12 

when "the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof 
shall not give their light."13 Time and again the prophets 

8lsa. 61:2. 
7Ps. 110:3. 
8Ps. 110:5. 
911 Cor. 6:2. 
101 Thess. 5:2; 2:2, A.S.V.; II Peter 3: 10.
11Heb. 12:26.
Ulsa. 13: 9. 
18Isa. 13:10. 
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make reference to these heavenly signs.14 This time is

certainly not to be anticipated with equanimity. 
The Day of the Lord will be introduced with initial 

judgments, followed by disturbances in the heavenly con
stellations, followed in turn by "the great and notable 
day of the Lord.,,15 This "great and notable day of the 
Lord" is when He personally comes to earth with His 
saints to suppress His foes, deliver His earthly people, 
and set up His kingdom. It is this latter aspect which is 
the subject of I and II Thessalonians, that time when 
Christ "shines forth," accompanied by His people. These 
preliminary acts of judgment before His appearance are 
chiefly, though not exclusively, spoken of in the Old Testa
ment. They are also referred to in the Revelation. 

It is to be remarked that the darkening of the sun, the 
moon not giving her light, and the stars of heaven fall
ing is said ( in Matthew 24:29) to follow immediately up
on the tribulation of those days, but the same thing is said 
to be "before that great and notable day of the Lord" in 
Acts 2:20. From this we conclude that the order of things 
is: (I) The tribulation of those days, followed by ( 2) the 
darkening of the sun and moon, etc., followed by ( 3) the 
great and notable day of the Lord, who will proceed to 
clear the earth from all things that offend and them which 
do iniquity, and to establish His own righteous rule. 

The Day of the Lord is a comprehensive term for the 
whole period embracing the great tribulation, the apoca
lyptic judgments, the heavenly disturbances, the coming 
to earth of the Lord Himself, and the establishment of His 
millennial kingdom. It commences when He brings judg
ment on the earth after the termination of the Day of 
Grace. It _continues till the final dissolution of all things. 

Hlsa. 34:2-4; 24:23. 
15Joel 2:31; Acts 2:20. 
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As we have already seen in an earlier chapter, the hope 
of the church is the coming of the Lord, as to which there 
are no signs or times indicated. But in contrast with that, 
the Day of the Lord has signs and time-marks. "Of' 
these "times and seasons"16 Paul had no need to write to 
the Thessalonians, for they were well acquainted with 
those Old Testament Scriptures that had a bearing on 
the matter. Daniel, for example, had indeed said that "it 
shall be for a time, times, and an half,"11 referring to the 
unprecedented period of trouble that was to come on the 
earth. 

We have also already seen that the Day of the Lord 
cannot come until the saints of the present calling have 
been raptured, because the presence of the Church and 
the Spirit of God in it on earth is a hindrance to the full 
development of lawlessness. That full development will 
be seen in the �1an of Lawlessness, who is yet to be re
vealed. His revelation will be known when he heads a 
revived Roman empire made up of ten kings, and when 
the Jewish people make a seven-year pact with him. This 
being so, it is evident that the theory that the Rapture 
takes place in the middle of the last week must be wrong. 
The week itself cannot come till the saints have been rap
tured. They will not be taken away in its middle, but 
will have been taken away before it commences. Scrip
ture does not appear to disclose how much time elapses 
between the Rapture and the Revelation of the Man of 
Sin. It would, however, seem that the Rapture could not 
take place immediately. The removal of the "salt of the 
earth" will make the progress of corruption all the more 
speedy, producing a state of chaos which will give oppor
tunity for such a man as the Antichrist. He will be wel-

161 Thess. 5: I. 
11oaniel 12: 7.
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comed with open arms as being just the man that the 
human race needs. Daniel's last week commences when 
the pact or covenant is signed and the Jews fondly but 
vainly hope they have national security at last. 

We should be careful not to confuse "the great tribula
tion"18 or "the time of Jacob> s trouble"19 with the Day of 
the Lord. That tribulation will take place in the Day of 
the Lord, and the godly will suffer severely. But their suf
fering will be because of their faithfulness, not because of 
the punitive hand of God upon them. Nationally-and 
they form part of the Jewish people-it will be the out
come of their rejection of their true King and their ac
ceptance of the false. The nation will reap as it has sown; 
the godly will suffer for their faithfulness. 

1anev. 7:14, A.S.V.
lDJer. 30:7, 



XI 

AFTER THE RAPTURE 

As WE HAVE SEEN, the immediately next thing which be
lievers may expect is their translation to Heaven. It is 
not necessary for anything to happen before this. It is 
not marked by dates or signs. It is the believer,s ever 
present hope. 

When that takes place each one will appear at the 
Judgment Seat of which we have already spoken. As a 
child of God, the believer, s place in the Fathel s house is 
sure. As a servant of Christ, his place of further service 
in the kingdom will be determined at the Judgment Seat. 
But there are other things which take place. The mar
riage of the Lamb takes place in Heaven.1 The bride
elect is the Church. Those "called', to the wedding are 
the godly of all the ages which preceded Pentecost ( Acts 
2); they are the guests. The bride is arrayed "in fine 
linen, bright and pure,"2 this being the righteous acts of 
the saints wrought in time on earth, much as a "spinster,, 
used in olden times to spin her trousseau in anticipation of 
the wedding day. John the Baptist, it will be recalled, 
called himself "the friend of the bridegroom."3 

There surely can be no doubt that the church is the 
bride. Eph. 5:22-33 puts that beyond serious doubt. At 
the present time she is "espoused,' to Christ.' When the 

1Rev. 19:9. 
2Rev. 19:8, A.S.V. 
8John 3:29. 
•ll Cor. 11:2.
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marriage of the Lamb takes place, then will be con
summated the "joy that was set before''5 the Lord and the 
"hope of his calling,"6 which has beckoned on the saints. 

Thus after the Rapture, and away from earth, there will 
be the Judgment Seat and the marriage of the Lamb. But 
what of events on earth? 

There will first be the utmost anarchy consequent upon 
the removal of the "salt of the earth." This will prepare 
the way for the longed-for superman under whom the now 
defunct Roman Empire will be revived. The Jewish peo
ple will have returned in part to their land and will have 
accepted as their king one that has ''come in his own 
name."1 This self-appointed king is called a "wild beast'' 
and is variously spoken of as the wicked one, the willful 
king,8 the "foolish shepherd,"9 the "antichrist,"10 "the idol 
shepherd,"11 his description and activities being given in 
the second half of Revelation 13. I believe he will be the 
second person of an evil trinity, the head of the revived 
Roman Empire being the first, and the unseen "dragon," 
the Devil, being the third. 

Sometimes the word "beast" is used of the Empire and 
at other times of its head. As an empire the beast will be 
ridden by the woman, dressed in scarlet, drunken with 
the blood of the saints.12 She holds the reins and directs 
the beast. Ultimately, finding the woman's control intol
erable, the beast casts off the woman and bums her with 
fire, just as Jehu ordered Jezebel to be cast down to the 
dogs. That this sort of thing has happened in history is 

6Heb. 12:2. 
6Eph. 1:18. 
7John 5:40. 
sbaniel 11 :36. 
1>Zech. 11: 15. 
101 John 2: 18. 
11Zech. 11:17. 
1zRev. 17:6. 
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admitted-it recurs from time to time in sundry lands, but 
we judge that John is writing of the final consummation of 
things on earth. The political power will throw off the re
ligious power which has dominated it, and this will result 
in the utmost upheaval and chaos. 

This religious power is the unified apostate systems of 
Christendom, a thing for which men are today striving 
with all their might and main. However deep-seated are 
the cleavages between the various Christian sects, this 
unifying of them all under one head is sure to come: a via

media will be found by them in their weak principle of 
compromise and forfeiture of every semblance of truth. 
So long as it is materially advantageous for the beast to 
carry the woman, he will do so, but when the advantage 
ceases, he will cast her off and burn her with fire. 

This woman is called "the great whore"13 in Scripture. 
She is the very opposite of what the true bride of Christ 
is. At the time of the whore's overthrow, the true bride 
will be rejoicing with her Bridegroom in the heavenlies, 
and her hallelujahs14 will fill all that holy place. Meantime, 
the professed church ( the corrupt whore) will ride to 
ascendancy and disaster on earth. 

It may be helpful if we point out what is said re
spectively of the "whore" and the ''beasts" in chapters 
17 to 19 of Revelation, the locus classicus.15 

The Whore 

"The great whore . . . sitteth upon many waters.'' She 
is shown as a vast earthly system, similar to the "great 
tree,"18 to which our Lord referred, which developed from 

1BRev. 17: 1. 
14Rev. 19: 1, 3, 4, 6. 
16It is important that Revelation 17-19 be read in the American Stand

ard Version ( 1901 ). 
18Matt. 13:31-32. 
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insignificant beginnings. She is a power in the world and 
sits as a heavy weight on the peoples, who are called 
"many waters." How many groan under the burden which 
the so-called church imposes on them! Man's religious 
system is but a money-exacting device for the enrichment 
of its leaders. (Unhappily, truly devoted and godly men 
are found in it. ) "The kings of the earth" are pleased, 
while it suits them, to work in liaison with her and are 
described as ''committing fornication," for they derived 
their power of government from God and yet, in gross 
unfaithfulness to Him, they ally themselves with her. 
"The kings'' thus become unified in their common interest 
in "the whore." There are many kings; there is but one 
whore. A strange infatuation on the part of the inhabi
tants of the world holds them in its grip so that they be
come intoxicated and lose an awareness of the true state 
of aHairs. She poses as the source of all happiness and 
makes them all drink of her licentious wine. 

Look at her clothing. She is arrayed in purple and 
scarlet, claiming royal honors and displaying her ill-gotten 
wealth; she is decked with gold and precious stones and 
pearls, sitting on a scarlet-colored beast of which we will 
speak later. In her hand is a golden cup, but it is filled 
with abominations and filthiness. 

On her forehead she has a name written. It is a "mys
tery," that is, it is something which the believer, taught 
by the Spirit of God, understands. She is the manifestation 
of religious iniquity, BABYLON THE GREAT, the full 
spiritual development of all that marked ancient Babylon 
religiously. She is THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND 
OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. She has 
borne children of a like character to herseH.11

17The interested reader will find much illumination from a � of 
Hislop's Two Babylons, a volume which has never been contradicted. 
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She is satiated with the blood of the saints and of 
the martyrs of Jesus. Relentlessly she dogs them and 
hounds them to death. It is cause for no surprise that 
John marvels at such a revelation. He certainly does 
not "admire" the woman but "wondered with a great 
wonder" (Rev. 17:7, A.S.V.). 

John is given divine explanations as to all this. 'The 
seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman 
sitteth." "And the woman which thou sawest is that great 
city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.':o What 
could be clearer than that she is Rome, having her seat 
of authority in that city of seven natural hills? Babylon 
of old had no such hills. The identification is indubitable: 
"the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which 
reigneth over the kings of the earth.'' The present tense 
should be observed: "she hath a kingdom.>:> This was so 
at the time when John was writing. It could not mean 
historical Babylon, which by then had long ceased to exist. 

Ultimately the "ten kings':o hate the whore. They find 
her burden intolerable and, turning round, cast her off 
and strip her of everything, leaving her desolate and 
naked. They eat her flesh and burn her with fire, a meta
phorical way of saying they destroy her and appropriate 
to themselves her wealth. In so doing they bring to pass 
the "mind" of God touching her. Moreover, these kings 
come to one mind not only no longer to saddle her burden 
but to give their kingdom unto the Beast. 

But we are told more. Far from being "a habitation of 
God in the Spirit,"18 which is true of the Bride of Christ, 
this Babylonish system has become the "habitation of 
devils [demons], and the hold of every foul spirit, and a 
cage of every unclean and hateful bird." The figure thus 

t11Eph. 2:22, A.S.V. 
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changes from a ''whore" to a "prison.'' This corrupt re
ligious system, embracing within it all apostate Christian 
religions, is as a demon-possessed woman, altogether out 
of control, reeling with drunkenness and burning with 
hate against God's true people. The kings of the earth 
and the merchants of the world are glad to take advantage 
of her to their own enrichment. Her doom is sure; she will 
be rewarded commensurate with her sins; she will get 
the equivalent of her misdeeds. "How much" -"so much" 
torment and sorrow she will receive. 

The whole picture of the calamities of chapter 18 but 
shows Satan being divided against himself, with his king
dom inevitably doomed to destiuction. There are the 
kings who burned her with fire; there are other kings who 
bemoan this disaster, bewailing and lamenting because 
a gainful trade has come to an end. Repeatedly they la
ment that their source of gain is "no more." Note the 

ds" " "  11"" 11" I wor any more ; no more at a , anymore at a . t 
is all over with her. Politics, religion, and commerce have 
all been bound up together, and when calamity c_omes 
it affects them all. 

The calamity of Revelation 17 and 18 occurs before the 
Antichrist sets up his image in Jerusalem. The God of that 
system of worship will be the Man of Sin, not the God of 
Heaven. The destruction of the "whore" has made way 
for the bringing in of an even worse evil. If the whore 
put "gold" first and the "souls of men" last in her thoughts, 
this latter evil will be worse, for it will put man first and 
give God no place at all. 

Although the kings of the earth were the instruments in 
the destruction of the whore, it will in fact be God who 
will judge the great whore. He that sitteth in the heavens 
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shall laugh; the Lord shall have her in derision.19 The 
Lord shall laugh, for He seeth that her day is coming. 20 

He will laugh at their calamity.21 The day will come when 
He will no longer hold back the inevitable disastrous out
come of evil. 

Let us now turn out thoughts to 

The Beast. 

It is a "scarlet colored beast, full of names of blasphemy, 
having seven heads and ten horns.'' We are left in no 
doubt as to what this means. "The beast that thou sawest 
was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless 
pit, and go into perdition." It once had an existence; tem
porarily it has passed out of existence; it will again come 
into existence, this next time emanating from the sphere 
where the Devil is yet to be cast. 

This beast was, and ( at the time of John's writing) "is 
not," that is, he was then deceased. Whether this means 
that Satan will achieve a master stroke in producing a 
"resurrection" man, time will tell. The view is not with
out difficulties, though it was a common belief in John's 
day that Nero would be revived; he was called "Nero

redivivus.'' 

The beast has seven heads and seven horns. The seven 
heads, we are told, are seven kings, five of whom are 
fallen, one is, the other is not yet come, and when he 
comes he must continue a short space. These are kings 
of the Roman Empire, the ruler then existing being Domi
tian; the other yet to come is not readily identifiable. But 
there is to be an eighth who "is of the seven, and goeth 

19Ps. 2:4. 
20Ps. 37: 13. 
21Prov. 1:26. 
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into perdition." This is the Man of Sin, the head of the 
revived Roman Empire. 

He will head an empire which will have ten kings; 
rather, «they receive power as kings one hour with the 
beast.,, They are one-minded to concede to the "beast" 
the rights of a centralized authority in him. It is these 
ten kings who destroy the whore; later they war against 
the Lamb, Who overcomes them. 

This beast is first introduced to us in Revelation 13. He 
arises out of the sea, the restless and disturbed mass of 
mankind. In the chaotic conditions that follow the Rap
ture, his readiness to assume government will be readily 
welcomed. He will claim divine honors, for he magnifies 
himself against every object of worship or that is called 
God. 22 He unites in himself all the features of the three 
preceding empires. He has the rapidity of the leopard and 
the crushing power of the bear, as well as the ferocity of 
the lion. These respectively characterized Greece, Medo
Persia and Babylon long ago. 

He is energized by the •<dragon,>' who gives him his 
power, throne, and authority. The ordered government 
that obtains nowadays, for "the powers that be are or
dained of God,»23 will then be replaced by this Satanic 
system. Regarded as incomparable and irresistible, he is 
permitted to hold his nefarious sway for the last half of 
Darners seventieth week

, 
although he is in power for the 

whole of that week. It is he who precipitates the terrible
tribulation of those times. The godly, refusing to bow 
down to his image, become the objects of his bitter hatred. 
He will be the dominant world power of his day, though 
not every nation will submit to him, for there will be po-

22A comparison of Il Thess. 2:4 with Daniel 11:36 malces it certain 
that the same person is referred to in each place. 

23Rom. 13: 1. 
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tential enemies who will spring to action at the opportune 
moment. Those who worship the beast fondly but vainly 
"dwell on the earth," thinking they are secure here, but 
their names are not recorded in Heaven. Their earthly 
behavior proves them to be no citizens of Heaven. 

There is yet 

another beast, 

to whom we have made incidental reference. He is the 
second beast of Revelation 13. It is he who rears the 
image in Jerusalem after the "whore'' has been destroyed 
and there is therefore no religious rival occurrent. His aim 
is to get all to worship the first beast who by that image 
sits in the holy place in the temple at Jerusalem, saying 
that he is God. There is thus a blasphemous imitation of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who came seeking worshipers of the 
Father. The trinity of evil will then be complete. 

He comes up out of ''the earth," that is, the land of Pal
estine (Israel). He comes in his own name and is wel
comed by the Jew who had refused Him who once came in 
His Father's name. This beast imitates the Lamb of God, 
having two horns like a lamb. But, unlike the Lord Jesus, 
who spoke words of "grace and truth" which made men 
marvel, this beast speaks as a dragon. Not only so, but 
he also works "signs and wonders and miracles" which 
were the attestation of our Lord. He calls fire down from 
Heaven as Elijah once did, though the Lord would not 
permit His disciples to do so. He is as despotic as Nebu
chadnezzar; those who refuse to worship the beast are 
slain. All have to have his mark, either in forehead or 
hand, failing which they are subjected to a boycott which 
makes life well-nigh impossible. He is the first lieutenant 
of the Man of Sin; as that Man is the political head, so 
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this is the religious head. Everything Christian has been 
brushed to one side; apostasy is in its full bloom. Man 
must be worshiped; God is bowed out of His universe. 

But their prosperity is short-lived. Both the Beast and 
the False Prophet are cast into the lake of fire without 
first going to Hades. Body and soul, they are there. Two 
Old Testament saints went to Heaven without dying, so 
two New Testament evil men will go to Hell without dying. 
All their apparent power will be of no avail to save them
selves. They will be the first Jew and the first Gentile to 
he cast into that lake. 

This, then, is what will transpire in Heaven and on 
earth after the Rapture. The climax will be brought about 
by the coming of the Lord from Heaven, which will be in 
striking contrast to His first coming to Jerusalem. Here 
He is seen on a horse, not on an ass;2

� here He comes to 
make war, not to proclaim peace; here He wears many 
royal diadems, not a crown of thorns. Here there is no 
inquiry, 'Who is this?'\ for He bears on His vesture His 
name-the Word of God. Here it is stem justice, not grace, 
which is being meted out to His foes. He is followed by 
the armies of Heaven, the same company who form the 
"bride.'' They are the "overcomers" to whom the promise 
was given: "To him will I give power [authority] over the 
nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: as the 
vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even 
as I received of my Father."2

ts Those who have been at 
the marriage supper of the Lamb are now seen linked with 
Him who is manifestly the King of kings and Lord of 
lords. They are here at another "great supper," having 
fellowship with God in His judicial vindication of His 
earthly rights. This is the climax of the sinful history of 

HMatt. 21: 15; Rev. 19: 11. 
2GRev. 2:26-27.
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man, with which God has so long and patiently borne 
because He wishes not one to perish. But the flesh is ir
remediable; nothing but judgment can meet divine claims 
and rid the universe of overt rebellion against the throne 
of God. 



XII 

THE JEW-HIS FUTURE PROSPECT 

No BE'ITER PROOF of the authority and accuracy of the 
Scripture could be given than the history of the Jew. As 
remarkable as was the survival of Jonah in the great fish, 
so is the survival of the Jew despite the anti-Semitism, 
pogroms and massacres with the view of annihilating the 
Jews. Nationally they are indestructible. They are like 
the bush which Moses saw, burning yet not consumed. 
The Jew has not been absorbed by the Gentiles but is 
known everywhere as distinct from them though scat
tered among them. This is all the more remarkable since 
so many of them are atheists and/ or anti-Christian. 

Their origin was in the sovereign purpose of God, Who 
divided to the nations of the world their inheritance/ 
setting their boundaries according to the number of the 
children of Israel. God chose Abram and gave to him and 
his son, Isaac, and Isaac's son, Jacob, unconditional prom
ises. The conditional Mosaic law which came in later did 
not nullify these absolute promises. 2 They still stand and 
await fulfillment. The delay has been caused by Israel's 
many sins. 

Israel had many national privileges, the chief of which 
was that, as to the flesh, Christ came as an Israelite.s Sal-

1Deut. 32:8. 
2Gal. 3:17. 
3Rom. 9:5. 
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vation is of the Jews! Christ was born "under the law,"5 

for He came into that race. It is evident that our Lord 
sprang out of Judah.8 He is the "seed," spoken of in the 
original promise, in whom all the nations of the world 
shall be blessed. 7 

Israel is God's earthly people, and to them He promised 
an earthly inheritance. They have never yet enjoyed it 
fully, whatever may be said about the heyday of Solomon. 
But they will yet do so, for God never breaks His promise. 
He cannot lie: 8 He is altogether faithful. It is a mistake 
to suppose that the spiritual blessings which are now en
joyed by the Church constitute the fulfillment of these 
earthly and national hopes of Israel. The two things are 
altogether distinct. God has a heavenly people as nu
merous as the stars, and He will yet have an earthly peo
ple as numerous as the sand. 

God claims both the people and the land. "The land is 
mine," He said. He also said, "It shall not be sold for 
ever."0 Time and again it is called "My land," or "His 
land," others acknowledging it to be so. God has not 
forfeited His proprietary rights in it; in due time He will 
enforce them. 

God's promise was given no less than six times to 
Abram, twice to Isaac and twice to Jacob.10 God later re
affirmed it to David, enlarging it to include his throne 
and kingdom.11 In sovereign grace He first made the 
promises, and in truth He will yet fulfill them. They are 

4John 4:22. 
15Gal. 4:4. 
0Heb. 7: 14. 
7Gal. 3:16. 
BTitus 1:2. 
9Lev. 25:23. 
10Gen. 12:12; 13:15; 15:18-21; 17:6-8; 18:18; 22:16-18; 26:3, 27;

28:13· 35:12. 
11Il Sam. 7:12-16.
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so clear and specific that they defy being explained or 
fulfilled in anything but a literal way. 

The Jew has been scattered and peeled, yet a people 
terrible from their beginning; 12 they will yet prove to be 
so. No nation can afford to ignore them; indeed they 
cannot be ignored. Their return to Palestine in the present 
time and the establishment of their state under the name 
of Israel clearly show that the wheels of history have 
almost revolved their full tum. Earthly prophetic events 
are on the march. Even Hitler's malicious designs but 
served to stir up their nest and drive them to their "na
tional home." They will relive their former history on a 
much larger scale. Then they came out of Egypt, but 
they will soon be gathered out of all the nations. Then 
Haman sought to destroy them but himself suffered, and 
a worse than Haman will come who will suffer a worse 
doom than he.13

The Lord will have compassion on Jacob and will yet 
choose Israel and set them in their own land, and the 
stranger shall join himself with them, and they shall 
cleave to the house of Jacob.14 God will lift up His hand 
to the nations and set up His ensign to the people, and 
they shall bring the sons of Israel in their bosom and her 
daughters shall be carried on their shoulders. And kings 
will be their nursing fathers and their queens their nurs
ing mothers.111

God intends to tum the tables and to take out of the 
hand of Israel the cup of staggering, even the bowl of 
the cup of God's fury: they will no more drink of it.16 They 
have done so for long, and most bitter it has been and 

121sa. 18:2. 
1BEsther 7:10; Rev. 19:20. 
14lsa. 14:1. 
16lsa. 49:22-23. 
16lsa. 51 :22-23. 
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yet will be. But God will put that cup into the hand of 
the afHicters of His people. 

Nations may and will gather together against Israel, 
but they will fall because of them. "Behold," says God, "I 
have created the smith that bloweth the fire of coals, and 
bringeth forth a weapon for his work; and I have created 
the waster to destroy. No weapon that is formed against 
thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against 
thee in judgment thou shalt condemn."11 Their land is yet 
to be a "delightsome land"18 the glories of which Isaiah 
so pictorially sets forth. 

It is not only in the Old Testament that we read of these 
things. Paul devotes three chapters19 in his letter to the 
Romans to the "Jewish question" and shows beyond doubt 
that they are to be reinstated into a place of testimony 
for God on the earth. Through unbelief they Jost their 
privileged position as God's people here. They were bro
ken off from the olive tree and wild branches were grafted 
into it contrary to nature, the Gentiles being brought 
into blessing and made a testimony for God on earth. Due 
to their unbelief they also will be broken off likewise, but 
when Israel turns to the Lord they will be regrafted into 
the former stock and again be made God's earthly people 
of witness. 

But more, the history of Jerusalem is instructive. It 
truly was described as "the rebellious and bad city'';20 it 
was ''a city [that] of old time hath made insurrection 
against kings, and . . . rebellion and sedition have been 
made therein."21 It had been said, "this city is a rebellious 
city, and hurtful unto kings and provinces, and ... they 

17Jsa. 54:15-17, A.S.V. 
111Isa. 62:4. 
111Rom. 9, 10, 11. 
20Ezra 4: 12. 
21Ezra 4:19. 
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have moved sedition within the same of old time: for 
which cause was this city destroyed."22 At the time that 
these words were spoken Jerusalem had not yet been 
stained with the blood of the Son of God, bu_t now that 
this most grievous of all blots has marred it, it is "spiritual
ly called Sodom and Egypt."23 For this cause it has been 
trodden down of the Gentiles, having been destroyed by 
the Roman armies under Titus. It will continue to be 
trodden down of the Gentiles "until the times of the Gen
tiles be fulfilled."2• For even to this day not all of the 
city belongs to modem "Israel." Nor will it be given its 
full freedom until Christ Himself returns. He first came 
to bring redemption to that people and city, but they 
rejected Him. They cam1ot have any deliverance until 
He returns and they are willing to accept Him. "How oft 
would I have gathered thy children together," lamented 
the Lord, «but ye would notl"215 Their house and land 
have, as a result, been desolated. 

God, however, has pledged Himself to restore them, 
first restoring the two tribes who were specially guilty of 
Calvary. They will be brought back to undergo the terrors 
of the Great Tribulation in which they will reap the dread
ful harvest of their evil sowing when they said, "His 
blood be on us, and on our children."26 Afterward God will 
set His hand a second time to recover the other ten tribes, 
and the nation will be regathered and reunited as one 
whole. 21 The Scriptures cease to have meaning if this be 
not the sense of Ezekiel 36 and 37. It may not be easy for 
us to understand how after all these centuries God can 

22Ezra 4:15.
28Rev. 11:8. 
2•Luke 21:24. 
2t1Matt. 23:37. 
26Matt. 27 :25.
21Eu,k. 37; Isa. 11:11. 
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recover and put into their tribes His own earthly people, 
but that is by no means the only thing which it is im
possible for us to understand. Faith believes God in spite 
of being unable to give an answer to the question, "How 
can these things be?" 

A little insight is given as to how Jerusalem, which 
is not now a seaport, will then become the center of the 
world. When the Lord Jesus sets His feet upon the Mount 
of Olives, it will "cleave in the midst thereof toward the 
east and toward the west," and in consequence there shall 
be "a very great valley" between. 28 There will be a tre
mendous earthquake, and half of the mountain shall re
move to the north and half toward the south. By this 
means the waters of the Mediterranean will flow through 
Jerusalem and on to the Dead Sea, raising its level, heal
ing its deadly waters, and opening up a channel into the 
Red Sea. 29 It is not difficult to see how by this means 
Jerusalem will become the commercial center of the 
world. The face of the whole land will be transformed. 

Just as there was an earthquake when the L9rd Jesus 
rose from the dead, so there will be a much greater one 
when He comes to assert His rights, deliver His oppressed 
godly people, and summarily judge His and their enemies. 

We think that it will be apparent to one who is not 
prejudiced· how utterly impossible it is to satisfy the prop
er requirements of sound exegesis by spiritualizing either 
the promises made to Israel or the prophetic fore casts of 
their fulfillment. Those who do so seem to ignore the 
curses that are imposed for breach of God's law. It is not 
just to allocate all the curses to the Jew and to appropriate 
all their blessings to the church. This surely borders on 
infringing the eighth commandment! 

28Zech. 14. 
29Ezelc. 47:1-12. 
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THE KING OF THE NORTH 

IN SCRIPTURE the points of the compass always have re
gard to Palestine, the land of God's earthly purposes. The 
king of the north, then, is a king north of Palestine. This 
principle also applies to the king of the south, as well as 
"the kings of the east." 

We have earlier seen that the Man of Sin, the prince 
that shall come, will make a covenant with the mass of the 
apostate Jews as a defensive pact against military invasion. 
Whatever the local historical setting may be, it would 
seem that the prophetic significance of Isa. 28: 15 refers 
to this covenant. It is not to be read as the remorseful 
confession of Israel but rather as the prophetical utter
ance of the man of God throwing into relief the Satanic 
nature of this agreement. It is an agreement with Sheol, 
intended to safeguard them against the ''overflowing 
scourge." But the covenant will not stand; the overflow
ing scourge will pass through and they will be trodden 
down. 

For many centuries Palestine has been the butt between 
north and south, between Assyria and Egypt. Often, as 
Isaiah shows, 1 Israel went to the one party to safeguard 
them from the other. It will be so again. 

Who, in the future, will answer to the ancient As
syrian? Dogmatism would be unseemly, for there is 
much diversity of opinion. I believe he cannot be the 

11sa. 36-39. 
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head of the revived Roman Empire, for he is one of the 
contracting parties. Nor would he appear to be Gog and 
Magog of Ezekiel 38 and 39. It has been suggested that 
he is the "king of fierce countenance" of Daniel 8:23. 
There is not a little to be said in favor of this, seeing that 
the ''king of the north" historically was one of Alexander's 
successors. Yet if we regard all four leaders mentioned 
in Daniel 7 :24; 8:23; 9:26 and 11:36 as identical, the 
''king of fierce countenance" could not be "the king of 
the north." 

Various suggestions have been made each by highly 
respected teachers, but they do not aII agree. Perhaps 
we ought to wait tiI1 the time comes. 

Whoever he is, the person who answers to the Assyrian 
is the rod of God's anger2 to scourge His people for their 
sins and specially for that of putting their Messiah to 
death. He will have considerable military success, over
running and destroying Jerusalem to a large extent. 3 

Daniel speaks of him also. "At the time of the end shall 
the king of the south [Egypt] push at him [that is pre
sumably the Antichrist]: and the king of the north shall 
come against him [Antichrist] like a whirlwind, with 
chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and 
he [the king of the north] shall enter into the countries, 
and shall overflow and pass over. He [ the king of the 
north] shall enter also into the glorious land, and many 
countries shall be overthrown."• This seems to be sup
ported by Isa. 7:20, which speaks of the King of Assyria 
as "them beyond the river," i.e. the Euphrates; he and his 
hosts are also described as "the waters of the river" ( Isa. 
8:7). This would, no doubt, cause Israel to require the 

2lsa. 10:5. 
aZech. 14:1-2. 
'Dan. 11 :40-41. 
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Man of Sin to implement the defensive pact that he has 
made with the Jews, and by that means God will have 
gathered "all nations against Jerusalem to battle": the 
king of the north and his allies, the king of the south and 
his allies, and the western powers of ten kings headed by 
the Man of Sin. 

Il this be the true explanation of the position as it will 
yet be, it would seem to shed light on the drying up of the 
Euphrates and the making of a way for the c'kings of the 
East,"5 who possibly are arrayed under the one headship 
of ccthe king of the north." c'He shall stretch forth his 
hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall 
not escape." This agrees with the statement that c'the 
fly that is in the uttermost part of the rivers of Egypt, and 
the bee that is in the land of Assyria,"6 shall both overflow 
God's land. Assyria is the hired razor used by God in 
judgment both on Israel and Egypt. 7 

In delving into these matters we must never fail to give 
heed to the practical lessons which the Spirit of God de
sires to stress. One of these is the utter folly of relying on 
the arm of flesh. "They shall no more again lean upon 
him that smote them."8 ccCursed be the man that trusteth 
in man, and maketh flesh his arm .... Blessed is the man 
that trusteth in the Lord."9 Like all of us, Israel has been 
very slow to learn the important lesson of trusting only in 
Jehovah. What is visible seems so much more attractive. 
Their past history in the days of Hezekiah when attacked 
by Assyria should have been sufficient. How hard it is for 
all of us to learn this lesson! 

Despite all that has been learnedly written to the con-

5Rev. 16:12. 
6Dan. 11 :42; Isa. 7: 18. 
Tisa. 7:20. 
8Isa. 10:20, A.S.V. 
9Jer. 17:5, 7. 
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trary, there seems little doubt that Russia and her allies 
are meant by Rosh, Meshech and Tubal and the other 
nations named in Ezekiel 38. The translators appeared to 
regard Rosh as referring to a country. Gesenius held the 
same view. Long before Russia was a nation to be taken 
account of, this view was current among many scholars, 
both learned and spiritual, and certainly modem trends 
seem to support it. Up-to-date philological researches do 
not appear to have upset the findings of these scholars 
of a bygone day. 

A clash of arms is yet to come in the valley of Jehosha
phat;10 the battle of Armageddon11 has yet to be fought. 
But it is not clear just how things will be precipitated, 
nor are we certain as to the identity of all involved. Time 
will tell. Let us be patient. 

However, there are some things which should not es
cape our attention as we seek further light on the future 
and aids to the clearer identification of the various par
ties. The hordes of Ezekiel 38 come "into the land that 
is brought back from the sword, and is gathered out of 
many people."12 They determine to "go up to the land
of unwalled villages"; to them "that are at rest, that dwell 
safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having 
neither bars nor gates." Their invasion occurs, says God, 
"when my people of Israel dwelleth safely," in days when 
God will again own Israel, speaking of them as "my peo
ple" and the land as "my land." 

It has been suggested, and not without the merit of 
serious consideration, that the Lord Jesus will first reign 
as David, suppressing all His enemies, and then as Solo
mon, in times of universal peace. With this would agree 

10Joel 3: 12. 
111\ev. 16: 16. 
11&.ek. 38:8. 
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the words, "He must reign until he hath put all enemies 
under his feet."13 But it is not easy to envisage such an 
immense invasion of Immanuel's land after Satan has been 
incarcerated in the abyss. 

Others say Assyria and Gog are identical, but it would 
seem, since a careful reading of Scripture regarding each 
shows so many differences, that this is not tenable. For 
example, merely to cite one thing: Assyria makes a long 
siege of Jerusalem, but this is not true of Gog; he has to 
do with "unwalled villages." 

There will be, in these last times, sundry actors on the 
stage of human history: ( 1) the head of the revived Ro
man Empire, the first beast of Revelation 13; ( 2) his 
first lieutenant, the Antichrist, the false prophet, the sec
ond beast of that chapter; ( 3) the Assyrian, presumably 
at the head of the "kings of the east"; ( 4) the king of the 
south (Egypt); and ( 5) the king of the north ( whether 
this latter is identical with the Assyrian or not awaits, 
so far as the writer is concerned, further light) . u

It is better by far to admit one's limitations than to form 
a mosaic which springs from human imagination rather 
than from direct scriptural statement. Undoubtedly God 
has left all these things thus in order that we might exer
cise faith and dependence upon Him. When the events 
take place, we shall surely see how accurate was God's 
forecast of everything. 

llll Cor. 15:25. 
HDaniel 8:24, "but not by his own power." Thus the king is aided 

by another power. What power is th.is? Russia or the Western con
federacy? 



XIV 

THE END 

THE DIFFICULTIES which are inherent in prophetic matters 
are understandable, but it is well-nigh impossible to un
derstand how any can deny that there is yet to come a 
millennium of blessing for earth. The words "a thousand 
years" occur six times in six verses. 1 However the phrase 
may be interpreted, whether literally or symbolically 
( and we fail to see why the literal interpretation should 
not hold good), it certainly denotes that there is to be a 
prolonged time of good for man on earth. It is a period 
which has a commencement and an ending. During that 
time the Devil will have been incarcerated in the abyss, 
and Christ will be reigning in undisputed power. Since 
this is not the case at the present time, the millennium 
cannot be here now, although-strange beyond all fancy
some believe it is. It will be the final probationary pe
riod of man, and at the end it will be manifest that man, 
though left free from the promptings of Satan and granted 
the perfect rule of God's righteous King, is incapable of 
improvement. Nothing short of new birth can put him 
right with God. When the millennium ends and Satan has 
been released from his prison, man will be only too glad 
to Hock to his standard and rebel against the best King 
the world has ever known. The rebellion will not last 
long; Satan will be cast into the lake of fire, and summary 
judgment will come on all the rebels. 

1Rev. 20:2-7. 
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The millennium, then, is inaugurated when earth's 
rightful King returns to take the reins of government into 
His own hands. Meanwhile God will overturn, overturn, 
and overturn. 2 Earth's history will be one of constant up
heaval until He "whose right it is" comes and takes the 
throne. It will commence with the judgment of the na
tions,3 when the loyalists of the true King will be vindi
cated and avenged. As Solomon's peaceful reign opened 
with judgment, so will Messiah's. 

The "first resurrection" will have been completed when 
Christ returns with His people. The "first resurrection" 
relates to Christ and all who belong to Him. Not one of 
the redeemed will be left in his grave when Christ re
turns. The sense of Rev. 20:5 is: "This is the completion 
of the first resurrection." As to the nature of the resurrec
tion body, I Cor. 15 speaks at length. 

The ccGog and Magog" of Rev. 20:8 should not, it would 
appear, be identified with the Gog and Magog of Ezekiel 
38 and 39. The invasion spoken of by Ezekiel will take 
place, it would seem, either just before or immediately on 
the establishment of Messiah's kingdom. But the rebellion 
of Revelation 20 occurs at the end of the millennium and 
demonstrates that man has remained unchanged no mat
ter what advantages he may have had for so long a time. 
The victory accorded to Israel over their northern enemies 
and the judgment that will fall is different from that de
scribed in Revelation 20, though similar terms are used. 
"Fire" is a common prophetic term denoting judgment. 

The features of the millennium are given in Psalm 72 
and other passages, such as Isa. 11 and 65. Israel, so long 
divided and scattered, will then have been regathered and 
reunited. Instead of a mere remnant being saved, as now, 

2Ezek. 21:27. 
3Matt. 25:31. 
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then «all Israel" as a nation will be saved! Jerusalem will 
be the center of Messiah's rule, since it is the city of the 
great King. To it nations will flow and send their repre
sentatives in homage.5 It will be their center of instruc
tion.6 Jerusalem will then be marked by holiness in every 
sphere of life-religious, commercial and domestic. 7 The 
vision of Ezekiel8 concerning the temple, the city, the 
land, and the people should, it appears, be read literally 
and not symbolically, as the latter method brings in in
superable difficulties which do not exist if the words be 
given their plain meaning. It is inconsistent to interpret 
one part literally and another symbolically. If the Dead 
Sea is to be healed and this section is thus interpreted, 
why not treat the whole vision in a similar way? Con
sistency is a desideratum in interpreting scripture. 

The curse will then have been removed from creation, 
and the earth will yield its increase. Life will be con
siderably prolonged. News of the glory of the Lord in 
Jerusalem will reach the utmost parts of the earth. There 
will be universal peace, and life's inequalities ·will be ad
justed. The animal creation itself will be tamed, and 
only the serpent will be left with its mark of the fall.9 It 
is granted that there will be some who will yield only 
feigned obedience, 10 but any open rebellion will meet in
stant, summary punishment. Then will be "seasons of re
freshing from the presence of the Lord";11 "the times of 
restitution of all things" will have come.12 Everything will 

•Rom. 11 :26.
5Zech. 14:16.
6Micah 4:2.
1Zech. 14:20-21.
8Ezek. 40-48.
srsa. 11:6-9; 65:25.
10Ps. 18:44.
11Acts 3: 19.
12Acts 3:21.
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be in its proper order. The Lord will have been given 
His rightful place as King of Israel. The Devil will have 
been given his proper place, away from the haunts of 
men and under restraint. The believer will have his 
promised place of open identification with Christ, reign
ing with Him. The Jew will then have been given his 
proper inheritance in the promised land. The very op
posite of all this holds true now. No wonder things are 
awry at the present time! When all these adjustments 
have been made, can anything but blessing follow? It 
will be a "regeneration" not only of the nation of IsraeJ13

but of creation itself. The creation will be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption and brought into the liberty 
of the glory of the children of God.14 When God will have 
set His king on His holy hill of Zion, all usurpers and de
ceivers will have been dethroned. A time of peace and 
prosperity awaits the Gentiles, but this in turn awaits upon 
the repentance and restoration of Israel. The day will 
come when the veil that is on their heart and on the 
Scriptures will have been removed and they, as a nation, 
will turn to the Lord with their confessional upon their 
lips, as set out in Isaiah 53. This will not be a formal and 
heartless confession, and every family will be affected. 

Jesus shall reign where' er the sun 
Doth his successive journeys run; 

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

One by One He will put each enemy beneath His feet. 
He will be seen as the last Adam with everything under 
His control. In Him, as the seed of which God spake 
to Abraham, all the nations of the earth will be blessed. 

1sMatt. 19:28. 
HRom. 8:21. 
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Then all things will be headed up in Christ: u the days of
heaven will be upon earth. 

It only remains now for us to speak a little of the eternal 
state. As we have remarked, the Lord Jesus must reign 
until He has placed all His enemies under His feet, 16 not 
only those who may rebel in the millennium but also all 
those who later rebel under the banner of Satan. When 
Christ has thus cleared the scene of every enemy ( includ
ing Satan, whom He will cast into the lake of fire), He will 
deliver up the kingdom to the Father that God may be 
all in all.11 This is not the relinquishing of His reign, for 
He reigneth forever and ever, but the presentation to the 
Father of a kingdom cleared from every trace of sin and 
from every foe. Even then He retains the rule though 
then also, as ever since His incarnation, He will be sub
jected to God that "God may be all in all.'' Once having 
accepted the place of subjection for the purpose of pursu
ing the counsels of God, He refuses to "go out free."11 He 
is a servant forever. This has no bearing whatever on 
His essential equality with the Father; it has to do with 
the relative positions taken with the view of carrying into 
effect the eternal counsels of the Godhead. 

The solemn judgment of the great white throne is one 
of the end things.18 No believer will be there. Some un
godly will already have been sent to the lake of fire ( at 
the judgment of the living nations) .19 The beast and the 
false prophet will already have been cast into the lake of 
fire. No regenerate person will appear at the great white 
throne. John 5:24, which is supradispensational, is clear. 
But no unregenerate person of Adam's race can escape 

16Eph. 1: 10. 
161 Cor. 15:24. 
11Exod. 21:5. 
lBRev. 20: 11-15. 
19Matt. 25:46. 
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this judgment. It is the' final judgment of man, and from 
its verdict there can be no appeal. Absolute justice will 
be administered, for the time for mercy will have passed. 

At the time of this judgment heaven and earth will flee 
away, and the dissolution of all things of which Peter
speaks will then occur. There will be new heavens and a 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness,20 and some
where in the vast universe of God the lost will exist, con
sciously spending eternity in spiritual darlmess and suf
fering unrelieved gnawings of remorse because their 
state might have been so vastly different. The book 
of memory will be in perfect accord with the book of 
divine records. We are not to imagine that God will act 
arbitrarily. The Judge of all the earth will do right and 
take into account everything. Nothing will escape Him. 
Some of the lost will be given few stripes, others many.21 

For some the punishment will be more tolerable than for 
others. 22 The punishment will be the unavoidable out
come of the rejection of divine mercy and/or the testi
mony that God has given of His rightful claims to the al
legiance of man. 

It would appear that we are not to suppose that there 
will be an absolutely new creation but something anal
ogous to the experience of believers, of whom it is said 
that ccold things are passed away; ... all things are become 
new ."23 Creation will undergo a change-a change through 
fiery judgment. Details as to how this can be are con
cealed from us. 

The idea of a ,cnew heavens and a new earth" was not 
foreign to the Old Testament. Isaiah spoke of it, though 

2011 Pet. 3: 13. 
21Luke 12:47-48. 
22Matt. 11: 22-24. 
2811 Cor. 5: 17. 



114 CoNCERNING nm FUTURE 

his prophecy seems to be but the acorn and Peter, s the 
oak. 2• In that scene righteousness will have found its 
home, and need no longer to be enforced to reign, but it 
can peacefully dwell there. So vastly different from this 
present earth will the new earth be that God speaks not 
only of "making it" but of "creating" it. With a complete
ly fresh start there will be entirely new conditions. 

Who will inhabit these spheres? It is clear, we think, 
that the "new heaven'' will be inhabited by the denizens 
of the holy city, the new Jerusalem. But as to the earth, 
Scripture affords little information. This we can glean 
by comparing one scripture with another. We are clearly 
told that the earthly kingdom will be an "everlasting 
kingdom" and one that will have "no end." We conclude, 
then, that the Lord Jesus will have an earthy kingdom 
that, despite all the viscissitudes which will occur, will 
never pass away. The holy city embraces, it would seem, 
all that are redeemed, all who are of the ''heavenly call
ing.'' It may well be, though we dare not dogmatize, 
that earth will be inhabited by those who have come 
through the millennium and were subjects in the mil
lennial kingdom. This seems to be implied by the words 
"the tabernacle of God is with men."25 The "tabernacle of 
God" is the ''holy city" which, coming down from Heaven, 
is brought into association with "men," that is ( we sug
gest), the inhabitants of the new earth. Then all tears, 
death, mourning, crying, and pain will have been ban
ished for ever. The glories of this state can only be de
scribed negatively: no temple, no light of sun nor of moon; 
no sea; no night; no shut gates; no curse; no defilement
a scene of endless and unsullied purity and joy. 

2•Jsa. 65:17; 66:22. 
25Rev. 21 :3.
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I 

IT IS ESSENTIAL that II Thess. 2 should be read in the 
American Standard Version. There it will be observed 
that the word "coming,, of verse 1 is shown in the mar
gin as "presence.,, It is "parousia,, and, of course, alludes 
to its former use in I Thess. 4:15, where it is His "pres
ence,, with His people in the air. 

The "day of Christ" in verse 2 of the Authorized Ver
sion is wrong. In the A.S.V. it has been corrected to "the 
day of the Lord.'' The former relates to the presence of 
the Lord with His people in blessing; the latter relates 
to God's judgments in the earth. 

There should be a definite article before "falling away.,, 
It was a well-known allusion. In the papyri it means a 
bond of relinquishment, a contract of renunciation, a bill 
of ejectment. The suggestion that it means "the rapture,, 
is not tenable. The verse is found in Heb. 3: 12 ( "depart
ing from") and determines the meaning here-a departure 
from everything Christian to make room for the Man of 
lawlessness. 

The identity of the man referred to in verse 3 is not in 
doubt; he is clearly the same person spoken of in Daniel 
11:36. The characteristics are the same. 

There is no ground for regarding the "temple of God,, 
as referring to the Church. It must be the same as the 
"holy place" of Matt. 24: 15. There the meaning, without 
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any doubt, is the earthly temple, which at that time was 
still standing. 

"And now" ( verse 6) should be read temporarily, and 
not in the sense of developing an argument. The Thessa
lonians hitherto did not know, but "now" they do. 

"Until he be taken out of the way" (v. 7) ought not 
to be translated "until he become out of the midst." I Cor. 
5:2; Col. 2:14; Acts 23:10; II Cor. 6:17; Matt. 13:49 show 
it always to have a sense of removal. 

The object of this section is to safeguard the hope of the 
coming of the Lord for His saints prior to His coming to 
earth in judgment. Paul writes "on behalf of the coming, 
etc." (v. 1, A.S.V. margin) 
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II 

THE SEVENTY WEEKS 

IT 1s ADMil"IED on all sides that the seventy weeks referred 
to in Daniel 9 are weeks of years. 'Weeks" could not 
mean weeks of days by reason of the requirements of 
verses 25 to 27. 11oreover, Daniel had just been reading 
from Jeremiah of "seventy years,>' and it is not to be sup
posed that he would deduce from that Scripture any 
shorter-indeed very much shorter-period. 

Sir Robert Anderson has shown fairly conclusively in 
his Coming Prince that at the end of sixty-nine weeks the 
Messiah was cut off and that the seventieth week is yet 
to come. Those arguments yet await effective refutation. 

It is not possible to make the three and a half years of 
the Lord's public ministry fit into the first half of the last 
week. We conclude this not merely because of the dates 
which Anderson furnishes but because there was no such 
thing then existent as a seven-year covenant with the Ro
man emperor, and this "covenant" is an essential feature 
of the last week. This idea, moreover, does not do justice 
to the words, "and after three score and two weeks shall 
Messiah be cut off." If this view were correct, it would 
require "And after three score and two and half weeks 
shall Messiah be cut off," but the text does not so read. 

Some make the "covenant" of verse 27 to mean the 
New Covenant, but if that were so it would only serve to 
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prove that the Lord died at the end of the sixty-ninth 
week, for the New Covenant did not come into force till 
He had diedl 

Moreover, the "covenant" of which Daniel speaks is 
for a very limited term, but the New Covenant is not 
limited. "Their sins and iniquities I will remember no

more. 
,, 

Another suggestion has been made, that the death of 
Stephen was the termination of the seventy weeks. But 
the same objections may be raised: where is there any
where, either in Bible or profane history, a seven-year 
covenant as well as a full satisfactory explanation of the 
balance of verse 27? 

Those who try to make this fit in with history do not 
agree one with another, and it is no marvel. 

Objection to the "gap" theory has been raised on the 
ground that the "image" of Daniel 2 has no such gap be
tween the legs and the toe. But after all, an image in a 
dream could not be expected to show such a gap. There 
is no such break in the horns on the fourth beast of chap
ter 7 which corresponds to the image of chapter 2. Proph
ecy must be read as a whole and the light from one part 
will illuminate another. 
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III 

POST-TRIBULATION RAPTURE 

THE VIEW that postpones the Rapture till the end of the 
tribulation does not take into account the teaching of 
II Thess. 2 which we have given in chapter VII. 

Moreover, this view fails to take into consideration the 
fact that "the Church'" is never seen on earth in chapters 
4 to 19 of the Book of Revelation. 

This view also fails to distinguish between the unique 
work which God is now doing, having set Israel on one 
side, and that which He will yet do when, after they have 
been brought in part back to their land, He "makes in
quisition for blood," takes them through the fire and 
purifies them and brings them out on to a restored earth. 
It is not God's way to have to do with a heavenly and an 
earthly people at one and the same time. The ''Church" 
embodies believing Jews and believing Gentiles without 
distinction of race or any aclmowledgment of national 
privileges. But when God deals with His ancient people 
He will do so on the ground of their abused privileges and 
because He has in sovereignty promised to them as a peo
ple earthly blessing. 

The post-tribulation theory drives one to pay no re
gard to these things. 

And, we may add, it upsets altogether what we judge 
to be the proper interpretation of the Book of the Revela-
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tion. "The things seen" are found in chapter l; "the 
things that are" are dealt with in chapters 2 and 3, where 
we read of the concurrent existence of seven representa
tive churches. "The things that shall be after these" com
mence with chapter 4 and go on to the end. Where is the 
"Church" during that period? She certainly is never re
ferred to again until the very remarkable word in chap
ter 22, verse 16. We do not here go into an exposition of 
the Revelation, but those who hold a post-tribulation rap
ture ought certainly to tell us why the Church is appar
ently missing from the many judgment scenes depicted in 
chapters 6 to 20. 
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IV 

ON THE WORD "DAY" 

THE OXFORD ENGLISH D1CTIONARY gives at least ten mean
ings to the word "day.'' 

In Scripture, too, "day" has various significations. Some
times it is used in relation to ( 1) the period of sunlight 
(Luke 24:29); (2) a whole or any part of twenty-four 
hours, as in Matt. 12:40; (3) a prolonged period charac
terized by a certain feature, as II Cor. 6:2; or ( 4) a per
son's period of prosperity, as we speak of Napoleon's day� 
and so of the "Day of the Lord" when He will be in power, 
having His own way, and in the ascendancy. 

The word "day," therefore, may signify a prolonged pe
riod. This sheds light on such a passage as John 6:40, "I 
will raise him up at the last day." This is not to be in
terpreted as if there is one great final resurrection of all 
the human race, at one and the same time. "At the last 
day'' refers to one particular "day." We Im.ow from other 
parts of Scripture that there is the "first resurrection" in 
which all the redeemed will participate and which will 
have been completed by the time the Lord returns to 
earth. That will be the "resurrection of the just,'' "a resur
rection of life." There will also be "a resurrection of judg
ment," but this will not take place until after the close of 
the millennium and after the final rebellion of man. In 
John 5:28 the Lord speaks of this as "an hour." 
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This clearly demonstrates that the principle of giving 
the same Greek or English word precisely the same mean
ing in every case is not valid. The sense allotted must be 
in accordance with the general tenor of Scripture and the 
context of its setting. 
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