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upon these booklets. Not a week, goes by’ but what we 
receive some letters telling of the help they have been. 

The present issue is by our dear friend Mr. H. P Barker 
and contains much helpful ministry on the important 
subject of ‘The Angels.’’ 

Next month Mr. H. F. G. Gole-is writing tor us and his 
topic 1s 

Antipas or Loyalty to the Lord. 

There are some excellent Mss. to follow on and we 
shall seek to issue first, those which are most suited to 
present day needs. 

All contributors are regarded as co-workers and we 
desire your prayers and fellowship in extending the cir- 
culation of these booklets still further. Gan you take 
twe copies instead of one and pass on to a friend. If each 
subscriber did this, our circulation would soon be doubled 
and no one would feel the cost of just one more copy 
Monthly. Write'us to-day and order an extra copy 
commencing with this issue. 

DO IT NOW. 
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ANGELS. 
WHO ARE THEY? WHAT IS THEIR WORK ?. 

  

T has been:a common notion that “‘ good people, 
when they die, become angels.” Children have 
been taught-to sing :— 

“Td like to bean angel 
And with the angels stand.” 

Thisfidea has been adopted by many Spiritists, 
among them Sir .A. Conan Doyle, who would like to 
be called an’ ‘‘ angelist ” rather than anything else, 
for he believes that the spirits who communicate 
with men, in defiance of the commands of God, are 
His angels, and that they were once men and-women 
on earth. 

But are angels the discarnate spirits of deceased 
human beings ? 

That there are other beings in the universe than 
those of human origin is clear from Job xxxviii.7, where 
we read of the sons of God shouting for joy when the 
corner stone of the earth was laid. The language is, 
of course, highly figurative, but who can be meant by 
these ‘‘ sons of God” but the holy angels? There 
were, then, spirit-beings in the universe before the 
creation of man, and they continue to exist. They 
cannot possibly be the discarnate spirits of men. 

Appeal is sometimes made to the words of our 
Lord when He said that in the resurrection men are 
‘‘as the angels of God in heaven” (Matt. xxii. 30). 
But this passage, far from teaching that men will 
Lecome angels, implies the very opposite. The Lord 
did not say, ‘‘ They neither marry, nor are given iu 
marriage, for they are angels.” No such thing, for 
He simply declared that owith Tespect to marriage 
men are, in the resurrection, AS angels; or, as the 
parallel passage in Luke xx. 36 puts it, ‘‘ equal unto 
the angels.”
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Note the word “as.” A young missionary wrote: 
“*The natives are pleased that J eat their food and 
live As one of themselves.” No one would conclude 
that the writer meant that he had become a native 
of that country (a sheer impossibility), but that in 
respect of food and certain customs he had become 
like them. His very words prove that he was not 
one of those whom he had come to resemble. In the 
same way, the Lord’s words in Matt. xxii. 30 prove 
that those who in some respects become as the angels 
do not themselves become angels. 

But are not angels referred to as ‘‘ the spirits of 
just men made perfect’ ? Certainly not. The con- 
text of these words (Heb. xii. 23) shows that angels 
cannot possibly be intended. Angels are mentioned 
two verses previously among the things to which i 
Christianity we have (anticipatively) come. Th 
enumeration of these things is continued in vey 
23 till we come to ‘‘‘the spirits of just men made pt- 
fect.” These, then, are quite distinct from th 
aforementioned ‘‘ innumerable company of angels.” 
Surely this is evident. 

‘In Hebrews ii. 16 men and angels are again dis 
tinguished and the former, not the latter, are said 
to be the subjects of the redemptive work of Christ. 
Angels were not in view at all when He came to work 
deliverance. He passed them by entirely, and 
espoused the cause of Abraham’s seed, for this i8 
the true meaning of the words. 

It yet remains true, then, that dear old hym 
which we learned in our childhood’s days, about 

“A song which even angels 
Can never, never sing; 

They know not Christ as Saviour, 
But worship Him as King.” 

Another striking contrast between the childre” 
of God in their glorified condition and angels 
found in 1 Cor, vi. 2,3 :—
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“We shall judge angels.’’ 

The word ‘‘ judge ” here carries, not a penal, but an 
executive meaning. The glorified saints will have 
@ superior position to that of angels. Angels will be 
subject to their rule. Hebrews j ii. 5 confirms this. 
God has not put the world to come in.subjection to 
angels. That honour is reserved for Christ and His 
brethren, the ‘‘many sons” being conducted to 
glory. Angels, meanwhile, fill.the place of servants. 
(Heb. i. 14). Heirs of God, co- “heirs with Christ, 
THEY can never te. 

I weil remember overtaking a small boy in the 
street who was singing to himself : 

“Td like to be an angel.” 

With a few kind words his confidence was easily won 
and his surprise was apparent rather than uttered 
when I told him that I certainly would not like to be 
‘an angel! T saw that an explanation would be 
needed. On the other side of the street from which 
we stood was a large house standing in its own 
grounds, 

““T expect they have some grand dinner parties 
in that house,” I said. 

“Yes,” said my little friend, looking, if possible, 
still more surprised. 

*‘ Suppose we could look in through the window 
while they are having one. We should.see the 
gentlemen and ladies sitting round the table enjoying 
the good things. They are the guests. Then we 
should see some others, waiting upon them, passing 
them things, and so on. Who would they be?” 

I had to tell my very interested young listener 
that they would be the servants. 

‘* Which would you rather'be ?” I asked. ‘‘ One 
of the guests to sit at the-table, or one of the servants 
to wait around the table?” 

He understood, and replied ‘‘ One of the guests.”
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**'Thon,” said I, ‘ never sing: ‘ I’d like to be an 
angel,’ because the angels are. the servants. They 
stand ARouND the throne. But of those who belong 
to Christ He says they shall-sit with Him 1n His 
throne.” 
How much better is the place that God has given 

to us, His children, than that. which the angels have! 
Now let us take our Bibles and see what the Word 

of God has to say on the subject of angels, their 
‘ministry and their intervention in human affairs, 

The Ministry. of Angels in Times Past. 

A. In what part of the Bible do we read. most 
about angels ? 

B. In the Epistle to the Hebrews. These Chris 
tians, with the history of.their nation, as recorded 
in the Old Testament, in their hands, would be quit 
conversant with the activities.of angels in connectin 
with the chosen people. Indeed, the existence att 
the guardian ministry of angels was one of the great 
fundamental truths of Judaism. The very Law 
which it made its boast was ordained by angels (Gal. 
iii. 19), or, as Stephen puts it in his \ouderful dis 
course, ‘‘ received : . . by the disposition of angels’ 
(Acts vii. 53). At Sinai, when the Law was giver, 
Jehovah’s presence was attested by thousands of 
these heavenly beings. So Psalm Ixviii. tells us. Theit 
existence, therefore, was an essential part of the 
orthodox creed of Judaism. 

A. It is evident that angels played an important 
part in connection with the chosen nation. We find 
them acting as God’s messengers again and agai, 
do we not? 

B. Wedo indeed ; and this is specially to be noted 
with reference to the birth, the pathway, and the 
resurrection of Christ. Infallible proofs were thus 
given, which would appeal’ more than anything els 
to a Jew and convince atl who were not wilfully blind 
and deaf, of the true Messiahship of the Lord Jesus,
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The Nature and Powers of “Angels. 
A. Is there anything in Scripture to. show what 

kind of beings angels are ? 
B. We are told” that they are beings who “ excel 

in strength ” and that they are God’s ministers who 
do His commandments and hearken tothe voice of 
His word (Ps. ciii. 20). ‘Elsewhere they are, spoken. 
of as “‘ mighty ” (2 Thess. i.7) They'are evidently 
great potentates, capable of performing mighty tasks. 
Michael, the archangel, is represented in~Daniel x. 
as effectually thwarting the devices of the powers of 
darkness. He-does not, however, seem to be as great 
a personage as Satan (Jude 9), though‘with the 
angels under his leadership bie ultimately defeats the 
evil angels and their leader (Rev. xii. 7-9). 

Again, the angels are spoken of as ‘elect ” (1 
Tim. v. 21); this distinguishes them from the fallen 
angels, which have followed Satan in his apostasy. 

They are also described as “‘ holy” (Matt. xxv. 
31). They are-sinless beings who have never known 
the tdint of evil: Potent to deal with it in others, 
they are free from it themselves. 

The Teaching of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

A. For what purpose are angels referred to in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews ? 

B. Pret us turn to the various passages in that 
book which speak of angels, and the object of their 
introduction will be apparent. 

The first passage is Chapter i. 4 to 7: 

“Being made so much better than-the angels, as 
He hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent 
name than they. For unto which of the angels said 
He at any time, Thou art My Son, this day have I 
begotten Thee? And again, I will be to Him a Father, 
and He shall be to Me a Son? And again, when He 
bringeth in the Firstbegotten into the world, He saith, 
And let all the angels of God worship Him. And of 
the angels He saith, Who maketh His angels spirits, 
and His ministers a flame of fire.’’ 5
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The great theme of this Epistle is the superiority 
of Christ and every thing connected with Him to all 
that was rightly held in. reverence by a Jew. The 
writer at the outset places his: finger on a thing that 
was of tremendous importance to the Jewish mind, 
that which was the seal of his nation’s position in the 
world as the chosen of God, viz., the ministry of angels, 
From the Old Testament Scriptures he shows how 
much greater Christ is than they. They are God’s 
ministers, that is, His servants ; Christ is God’s Son, 
Angels find their place among the happy worshippers 
when the First-begotten receives His rightful place 
in the world ; Hz is the object of their worship. The 
angels are but creatures, God assigns them thei 
functions as it pleases Him ; HE is their Creator and 
is addressed as ‘‘O Gop!” Then in turning from 
Judaism and from that which was its highest boast, 
no one would suffer loss if it was to One so infinitely 
great as the Son of God that they came. Angels 
cannot be compared with Him. 

The next passage is Chapter i. 13, to Chapter ii. 3: 

“But to which of the angels said He at any time, 
Sit on My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy 
footstool ? Are they not all ministering spirits, sent 
forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salva- 
tion ? Therefore we ought to give the more earnest 
heed to the things which we have heard, lést at any 
timé’ we should let them slip. For if the word spoken 
by angels was stedfast . . . how shall we escape, if 
we neglect so great salvation; which at the first 
began to be spoken BY THE LORD?” 

A. What is the line of argument in these verses ! 

B. The writer is evidently seeking to meet every 
objection which a Hebrew might urge. One might 
say, ‘‘ I am a poor, weak creature, and I should not 
like to deprive myself of the ministry of angels, in the 
thought of which I have found great comfort, even 
though I have never actually seen one.” 

‘‘ But think,” replies the writer, as it were, ‘‘no 
angel sits in the place of power which Curist fills!
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He is at God’s right hand! Is not His might far 
‘greater than that of any angel? Moreover, you lose 
nothing even of angelic ministry ; for their service is 
now not directed to the sons of Israel, but to THE 
HEIRS OF SALVATION, those who have believed in 
Christ to the saving of their souls.” 

He then proceeds to show how serious a thing it 
is Not to be a Christian. The word spoken by angels 
{that is, the Ten Commandments) could not be 
slighted with impunity. But we have now to do 
with the word spoken by One infinitely superior in 
dignity and power to angels—by tae Lorp HimseEtr. 
What would be the awful consequences of slighting 
the word of such a Person 2 

It is a deeply interesting fact that we find 
stated in the course of the argument, namely, that 
all that the angels were to the Israelites of old they 
now are to Christians. With this truth in mind we 
“can appropriate to ourselves all the comfort of such 
promises as: “‘ He shall give His angels charge over 
thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear 
thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot.against 
a stone” (Ps. xci. 11, 12); ‘‘ The angel of the Lord 
encampeth round about them that fear Him, and 
delivereth them ” (Ps. xxxiv. 7). We have actual in- 
stances of angelic ministry to Christians in the case 
of Peter’s deliverance from prison and Paul’s encour- 
agement amid the tempest (Acts xii. 7; xxvii. 23). 

A. Butin these cases the angels actually appeared, 
You do not mean that this is the normal thing for 
‘Christians to expect ? 

B. Bynomeans. In the early days of Christian- 
ity the appearances of angels were no doubt intended 
as a testimony to the divine origin of this new thing, 
which the mass of the Jewish nation were regarding 
with suspicion and contempt. And it was just the 
sort of testimony that would curry most weight with 
them, 1f indeed aay did not wilfully close their eyes.
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A. You did not mention the case of Cornelius. 
An angel was sent to him to tell him how he might 
be saved, if I remember aright. 

B. You will find, if you refer to the passage, that 
it was not quite as you have, stated it. To preach 
the gospel is a high privilege to which angels are not. 
called. Never having experienced for themselves 
the mercy of God in the forgiveness of sins, never 
having proved in their own case the cleansing power 
of Christ’s precious blood, it is not theits to testify 
of these things. This privilege is reserved for those- 
‘of Adam’s guilty race who have themselves been 
washed from their crimson sins: The angel was: 
sent to Cornelius to direct him to SEND FOR A MAN, 
for Peter, who indeed should tell him words whereby 
he and his house should be saved (Acts xi. 13, 14). 

A. Referring once again to’the “‘ word spoken. 
by angels,” do you not think this ‘word ” must- 
have been clothed with immense authority in the 
eyes of those to whom it was given, by reason of the 
attendance of the angels in their thousands at Sinai,. 
according to Psalm lxviii. 17 ? 

B. Yes, but’as we have. seen, the word of salva- 
tion comes to us with a far greater authority. Itis- 
the word of the Son. We may indeed be thankful 
that we have such a firm basis on’ which.to build our 
confidence. 

A. Yet there are those who would much prefer 
to have an angel appear to them and assure them 
in an audible voice that their sins are forgiven than 
to have nothing but the statements of the Word of 
God to rest upon ! 

B. The audible voice of an angel would be a poor 
basis for our assurance seeing that Satan can trans: 
form himself into an angel of light for the purpose of 
deception (2 Cor. xi. 14). To rest upon any such 
foundation might be to fall into a trap of the enemy. 
‘But we can rest with the most unqualified assurance’
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on the word of Him who is the Lord and the Creator 
of the angels, 

Now read a further passage from Hebrews ii. 
5B to 8— 

“ For unto the angels hath He not put in subjec- 
tion the world to come, whereof. we speak. But one in 
a certain place testified, saying, What is. man that 
Thou art mindful of him? or.the.son of man that 
Thou visitest him? Thou, madest him a little lower 
than the angels; Thou crownedst him with glory and. 
honour, and didst set him over the works of Thy 
hands: Thou hast put all ‘things in subjection under 
his feet.” 

A. What is the meaning of this reference to the 
world to come in connection with angels a 

B. The expression ‘‘ world to come” refers to 
the millennium, and the passage shows that angels 
will not have the prominence then that they have 
had in the past. The former age was to a large ex- 
tent ruled by angels. Heavenly influences were often 
brought to bear upon men by their means. But God 
has other plans for the future. It is His purpose 
that maw should have the place of pre-eminence in 
the world tocome. Adam was at the beginning given 
the lordship of creation. But he soon showed his 
unfitness for the position. In Curist, however, Man 
will be at the head of all things. This is revealed, but 
it is not yet brought to pass. We do not at present 
see all things put under man’s feet. But we do see 
Jesus, crowned already with the glory and honour 
which by and by we shall share with Him. 

In the coming day the saints will not only rule the 
world, but will rule the angels (1 Cor. vi. 2,3). It 
seems clear that while everythiug is to be headed 
up in Christ, He will administrate the actual govern- 
ment of the world by means of the sons of Israel. 
The part that will fall. to the heavenly saints (includ- 
ing, of course, the Church) will be to carry the in- 
fluences of heaven and affect men thereby, and thus 
they willbe the intermediaries between God and men,
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even as angels were in the days of old. 
A. Will angels play no part in the affairs of the 

Kingdom of the Son of man ? 
B. Assuredly they will. Their manifest presence 

will be a continual testimony to the close relations 
between heaven-and the happy earth in the day 
when MAN is exalted in righteousness. They will: 
be seen ascending and descending, ever with the 
Son of man as the object of their service. No jeal- 
ousy will be felt by these holy beings at the superi- 
ority assigned to MAN. For Him whom they worship 
has become Man, and those who share His place of 
honour are His brethren ! 

A. Where next do we read of-angels in the Epjstle 
to the Hebrews ? 

B. In verse 16 of chapter ii. :— 
“For verily He took’ not on Him the nature of 

angels: but He took on Him the seed of Abraham.” 

The italics introduced into this verse are not very 
helpful. The word used has the force of TAKING UP 
ANY ONE TO HELP HIM. Conybeare and Howson 
translate it: “‘ He giveth His aid; ”? Darby: “‘ take 
hold ... by the hand.” The meaning is that the 
Lord Jesus did not come to suffer for angels, but 
formen. He did not shed His blood to win redemp- 
tion for fallen angels, nor to seek for Himself a Bride 
from among the elect angels. No angel is.to share 
His throne, nor-be His companion for ever. What 
He has wrought is for men, for the guilty seed of 
Abraham, ‘hese, the Jews, are specially mentioned 
here, but there is no difference. The same applies 
to men:of: Gentile blood. 

. Not angels, but men, are made the sons of God, the 
companions of Christ, His Body and His Bride. 

One other passage in Hebrews remains to be ex- 
amined (chap. xii. ver. 22): 

«But ye are come... to an innumerable company 
of angels. ”
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In former days angels appeared to men singly, or in 
twos and threes. But in Christianity we have come 
to the whole company of them. And every one 
‘of them 1s ready to serve us, the children of God, in 
the way that is appointed them. 

How Angels are Taught. 
A. Are there lessons that angels have to learn, 

just as Christians have to be taught lessons of de- 
pendence, confidence in God, and soon ? 

B. There are indeed. As early as in the days 
of Job we find problems concerning God’s ways with 
men being worked out in the view of the “ sons of 
God.” 
When the Lord Jesus was here the angels, for the 

first time as far as we know, saw Gop (1 Tim. iii. 16). 
Think what this must have meant to them! To see 
their Creator and God clothed in flesh and treading 
the earth a poor and despised Man! There were 
things that had formed the subject of angelic inquiry 
(1 Peter i. 12). In connection with the sufferings and 
exaltation of Christ these things became clear to 
them. But it is the Church which is the great lesson 
book of the heavenly powers. In the Mystery 
(namely, the union of Jew and Gentile in one Bopy) 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge were en- 
folded. These treasures are now made known for 
the instruction not only of men, but of those higher 
intelligences above (Eph. iii. 10). 

The Future Mission of Angels. 

A. Do we not read a good deal about the angels 
in connection with the Second Coming of the Lord 4 

B. Yes. In connection with the Rapture we are 
told that the Lord will come not only with His own 
shout of triumphant joy, and with the trump that 
will express the satisfaction of God, but also with 
THE VOICE OF THE ARCHANGEL (1 Thess. iv. 16), There 
will thus be the utterance that marks the fruition of
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angelic hopes. Their lessons will have been learnt ; 
and they who all through the centuries have been 
witnesses and sharers of Heaven’s joy over repenting 
sinners will be witnesses and sharers of its joy when 
the Church is brought to her destined abode, and the 
Bridegroom welcomes home His Bride. 

But it is rather in connection with the public 
manifestation of Christ in- the day of His Appearing 
that the angels have such an important mission. 
Now they are concerned about saints; THEN they 
will be concerned about’ sinners. 

In Matt. xiii. 41 it is foretold that the angels will 
-do two things: 
(1) They shall deal with all offending THINGs. 
(2) They shall deal with the offending PERSONS. 

If we think for a moment of all the vile and sinful 
things which abound:in the world to-day we shall 
have some idea of the task that the angels will have 
-when they take in hand the cleansing of this Augean 
stable! It will go hard with the evil-doer in that 
day. The man who is pursuing his way in defiance 
of the God of heaven, who is a worshipper of the 
“* Beast,” and a lover of everything bad, will feel an 
arresting hand laid upon him. Turning to see what 
has happened he will find himself in the stern grip 
of a powerful angel. Nor will that mighty avenger 
relax his hold till the sinner is cast into the place of 
torment. 

There is also another service to be rendered by 
the angels at that time. Matthew xxiv. 31 tells 
us that they will be the instruments used by God to 
recover the final remnants of His scattered peoplo 
from all the countries whére they may be found. 

The millennium follows. And another angelic 

contribution to the peace and blessing of that happy 
time will be the binding Q r the whole period. 
This will be carried out’ Syn has sont for the pur- 
pose (Rev. xx. 1, 2). { 27 aun 27 P. Barker. 
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