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The New Generation 

Friday, 15th April, 1927. 

Matthew xi (whole chapter) ; xii.: 18-32; 46-50. 

F.L.: As we have come from many different 

parts, ‘some in conditions of isolation or fewness 

of numbers, with a sense of external weakness, 

having a tendency to cause discouragement, it 

is thought it might help us if we could see some- 

thing of the great setting of the divine system to 

which we belong. 
It is a divine necessity that certain essentials 

should be preserved on earth, which essentials 

were clearly demonstrated in the Lord Himself 

in the days of His flesh. They have always been 

in evidence, first of all identified with individuals 

from Abel onward, then in families from Noah 

onward, then in a nation collectively. These 

constituted vessels through which the interests of 

God were preserved on earth. 

It became a moral necessity that what had 

been displayed in Israel should be removed, and 

give place to another vessel, the assembly; this 

is clearly brought out in this centre of Matthew’s 

Gospel. 

Viewed in this way, we see really that we have 

been brought out of religious lawlessness inio 

system, the supreme and the final administrative
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system, which God maintains upon earth prior 

to the world to come. It is a great aid to see 
that we are fitted in our circumstances amd sur- 

roundings to fulfil certain functions essential to 
the interests of God upon earth. As connected 

with this one great system, we view in this part 
of the Gospel of Matthew the process of trans- 

ference from what had heretofore existed, which 

had become apostate, into the new order of 

things, which culminates in the assembly in the 
16th chapter, which, when established, becomes 

competent to fulfil every divine thought; so we 

belong to a system which is not a failing one, 
but which is adequate to carry out every divine 

intention. 

W.J.Y.: You are occupying us with what God 

has here upon earth at the present time? 

F.L.: Yes, so that the assembly, according to 
Matthew (the only Gospel which mentions the 

assembly), is viewed as the administrative vessel 
of God upon earth—as the Lord expresses it, 

“My assembly”; it fulfils its functions up to the 

time of the rapture; it does not fail. It pre- 

serves everything that is essential to God to be 

preserved. If we follow this in detail a little, 
it may furnish some stability and encouragement 

for us in the several places where God has set 

us, 

A.HLC.: You were speaking about the trans- 
ference. Does the thought come in when the
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Scripture has been fulfilled, “Behold my Servant 

whom I have chosen?” 
F.L.: Yes, the greatness of Christ shines out 

in glorious fulness throughout this 12th chap- 

ter. Here is One competent to take up every 

thought of God, Who, when He leaves this scene, 

continues in the assembly the administrative 

system which maintains for God all that was 
manifested in Christ. Therefore, one uses the 

expression, “come in to system.” You come out 

of lawlessness. In the manner of speech we say 

we have “come out of system.” I think it helps 
to see that we “come in to system,” that of which 

Christ Himself is the first great expression, as 

embodying every divine thought. 
W.J.Y.: Do you say that in spite of the out- 

ward failure, God has here upon earth a vessel 

that is fulfilling His purpose? 

F.L.: Yes. The state would be hopeless if that 

were not so. At the beginning in Genesis, God 

moves on certain lines. First light, then 
righteousness, then stability, then establishment 

of things on resurrection ground, then there is 

rule (the rule of the heavens), then multiplica- 

tion and reproduction of life, then the image and 
likeness of God, then the rest of God. Every one 
of these things can be seen to apply to Christ 
personally. You see how delightfully it is wrought 
out in Him. Then these things are carried on in 

the vessel of testimony, the assembly. Every
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one of these features is livingly maintained in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

A.H.C.: So that at first we read, “I am the 

light of the world,” and them we read, “Ye are 

the light of the world.” 
F.L.: So we bear image and likeness. Then in 

moral qualities God has been made known—love, 

mercy, grace, all these things are provided for in 

those who, the fruit of redemption, are im new- 

ness of mind and spirit, so that the place we are 

privileged to occupy is a very high one indeed. 

T.H.G.: Do we get in the Lord Jesus and the 
twelve disciples an administrative setting (chap- 

ter x.)? 

F.L.: Yes, so we read that they were sent out 

(chapter x.), and He “departed thence to teach 
and preach in their cities” (Matt. xi, 1). Prior 
to this we read that He Himself had been into 
all the cities and all the villages, teaching and 
preaching the glad tidings. It was a time of 
approach, when the Son of David disclosed Him- 

self to Israel. But all this was about to be 
closed, because the elements in Israel were mor- 

ally rotten. In chapter xi. we begin to see that 

Wisdom is perfectly prepared to take care of 

the situation. A new generation begins to 

emerge into view. . 
W.J.Y.: It was not possible for Israel to ful- 

fil the mind of God in that way. 

F.L.: No, but they are afforded the fullest test,
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and up till this point that test was in the Lord’s 
ambassador, John the Baptist, being in prison. He 

was the culmination of the previous order, so 
that amongst those born of women there was not 

a greater than John the Baptist. Now the Lord 

declares that “a little one in the kingdom of the 
heavens is greater than he” (Matt. xi., 11 N.T.). 

We should all be possessed with the conscious- 

ness that the Lord is now bringing in a state of 
things so illustrious that a little one in it is 
greater than the greatest in what has passed. 

Rem.: Your idea of a system is a right one. 
Men have taken it up and linked it with the 

wrong man. 
F.L.: If what we are, as here this morning 

means anything, it means that we have been re- 

covered from lawlessness to system, an ordered 

system of things perfectly clear in the vision of 

the Lord at that time, the material for which was 

in the process of formation under His hands. 

W.J.Y.: It would make us in humility con- 
scious of the dignified place God has given us. 

F.L.:You will agree that that with which we 

are identified is either the greatest thing which 
the light of God can give us on earth, or it is not 
worth troubling about. If it were merely a ques- 

tion of adding to the existing systems of men, 

then one would stay with them, but if it be the 

supreme light of God, then one can abide in a 

position of isolation or fewness, with the con-
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sciousness that the Lord has put us where we are 

in relation to the word of God and the testimony. 
To make the thing clear, one can see that what 

had existed heretofore’ depended upon natural 
birth ; a man born into the tribe of Judah or Ben- 

jamin was thereby identified with God’s vessel of 

administration, even though he might be am evil 

person. Still, he’ was naturally born into that 

estate. What the Lord is now bringing into view 
is the: resource of Wisdom to beget a new gen- 

eration morally. It is a question of what is born 

again. Then in verse 19 we get, “Wisdom has 

been justified by her children.” ‘Yet again, in 

verse 25, we have, “Thou hast hid these things 

from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 

them unto babes.” Thus the idea is carried on 

that in the removal of what was naturally and 

morally unfit, a new generation comes into view. 

-J.D.: We should be satisfied to see that we are 

in the continuation of the thought of God in re- 

gard to what He has for Himself here. You 

dealt with the individuals, the families, and so 

forth. God deals with the nations im a different 

way. The thought of God is clear cut. It is 
continued until the present moment. 

F.L.: God’s beginning with te :maividual 
merges into the family idea, and the family 

merges inta the mation, Israel. That which was 

presented to that nation merges into the greater 

things we are considering now. It is not that
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things are removed from individual responsibil- 
ity or privilege, we well know the place that the 

family has in the mind of God; but here we con- 

template an expansion which is final, which ac- 
complishes the full purpose of God, and which 

is so great that we need to have our spirits im- 
bued with its greatness, so that we may intelli- 

gently take up that about which God is engaged 
by the Holy Spirit. Now the disciples them- 

selves furnish the idea of the little ones, of Wis- 

dom’s children, and of the babes, but before they 

are given their setting, there must first of all be 
the complete exposure of what had occupied the 

ground, that is, the system of Israel. 

J.D.: There existed the necessity that they 
give way to a spiritual order of things, and in 

the Scriptures we have before us, we have the 
transition from the one to the other. 

F.L. That is it. So that we are speaking of the 
divine operation which lifted the responsibility 

from Israel for the time being, to put it over 

into a new generation which the Lord will bring 
into view as “My assembly.” As we find our- 
selves in relation to this, we need to be intelli- 

gent about it. 

W.J.Y.: Israel did not come into the good of 
it. 

I.L.: In the Prophets the Lord had to call 
attention to the fact that instead of His name 

being glorified before the nations, it was blas-
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phemed. Unless there could be recovery, it is 

evident the end of this, must be reached. Now, 

in the gth chapter the Lord gave one of His 

touches with the finger of God,as the Son of 

David, and the Pharisees said, “He casts out the 

demons through the prince of demons.” The 

Lord passes that by: for the time being. The in- 

iquity was not yet fully ripe, so that: he bears 
with it in tolerance, while he gives both the min- 

istry of the twelve, and His own personal min- 

istry (Matt. x., and xi., I). 

Now, in the 12th chapter the mind of God and 

the mind of the responsible ones of Israel are 

brought together in their judgment:.of Christ. 

The mind of God is, “Behold:-My Servant, whom 

I have chosen, My Beloved, in whom My soul 

has found its delight. I will put My Spirit on 
Him” (Matt., xii, 18): The mind of Israel is, 

“This man does not cast out demons but by 

Beelzebub, prince of demons” (verse 24). After 

this, is there anything left of Israel that God can 

tolerate? It must go, root, trunk and branch, to 

make way for a new order of things. So the 
glory of Christ, His greatness, His delight to God 
in every aspect, are developed in chapter xii. 

J.A.B.: Why did the Lord take such positive 

account of the Prophets, the law, and John Bap- 
tist, at this point? 

F.L.: It was cumulative evidence, bringing to 
bear every divine thought that had ever been
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presented, as though God Himself would say, 

“Behold My. Servant.” It is no longer. a- question 

of what had been written and testified to, but of 

Christ as the. One.into Whose hands. had been 
committed the perfect service of God. He had 

been into every. city and village, His blessed feet 

had trodden every highway in the land. They 
had opportunity to appraise Him, but He was not 

valued by them. So God calls attention to Him 

—“Behold My Servant.” 

J.D.: Is not that beautiful? Amongst the babel 

and confusion the Lord had found certain 
around Himself, and God calls their attention to 

the blessedness. of Christ. 

F.L.: One feels that if we are to be of any 

value at all in connection with the divine system, 

we must have a deepened appreciation of Christ, 

and of how God bears testimony to Him. The 

Lord views the external collapse of all His min- 

istry where the most of His mighty works were 

done. What a moment for Christ! One thinks 

of Isaiah xlix, 1-6, That whole passage has 

a strong bearing on what is before us. We hear 

Him say, “TI said, I have laboured in vain, I have 

spent My strength for nought and in vain: 
nevertheless, My judgment is with Jehovah, and 

My work with My God.” ‘The passage beauti- 

fully expresses how, at the very foundation of 

this new thing, God sets out His personal appre- 

ciation of the One “in whom My soul delights.”
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We are called upon to take sides with God’s ap- 
praisement or with that of men, and thereby the 
new moral. generation comes into view. : 

J.D.U.: It is not on the line of the wise and 

prudent of this world. 

F.L.: They are put aside; and the things are 
revealed to babes. So that our entrance into 

these things is as babes, divinely begotten, 
morally formed, capable of appreciating the glory 

and the excellence of Christ. 
J-D.U.: Babes as connected with this new sys- 

tem—not merely in contrast to the ways of the 
world. 

F.L.: So that when we come to the end of this 
chapter, there is the displacement of the natural 

man. It was not alone ‘Israel, iniquitous and 

apostate, but also. the impossibility of the best 

according to the-flesh, his mother and his breth- 
ren. In answer to their call (verse 46) the Lord 

does not respond to them according: to the flesh. 
A new order has come in, which He emphasizes. 

He stretched forth His hand to His disciples, as 

though He would say, “In these—‘Wisdom’s 

children’—henceforth ‘Behold My: mother and 
My brethren; for. whosoever shall do the will. of 

My Father who is in the heavens, he is My 

brother, and sister, and mother’” (verses 49-50). 

J.D.: The Spirit is mentioned here (Matt. xii., 
18). It seems to me very significant that in giv- 

ing the quotation fnom Isaiah the Spirit is
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brought in, as thus anticipating the present day, 

our day. I thought the disciples showed how 

little they appreciated what God was doing. They 

had shown how worthless they were., Another 
order of things, a spiritual order, was being 

brought in. 
F.L.: We get a point of contact here with 

John iii. Nicodemus was one who. separated 

himself from those who were the mouthpiece of 
Israel’s apostacy, the Pharisees. He discerned 
the light that shone in the moral darkness. He 
separated himself, and came to the Lord. The 
Lord meets him, as to whether he was prepared 

to be born again of water and of the spirit. If 

so, there was a place for him. He came into line. 

What he separated from, deliberately and inten- 

tionally attributed that which was of the Spirit 

of God to Satanic power. Hence is was clear 
that that order of things must go. Henceforth 

everything that goes into God’s system is begot- 

ten anew by the Spirit. We see by this the im- 

portance of this sin against the Holy Spirit. 

J.D.: I suppose the day in which we live was 

inaugurated by the Spirit of Christ. It seems.to 

me that it is in view of the present day that the 

Spirit of God pointed to Christ here im this chap- 
ter. 

F.L.: So that the Lord, entering into the syn- 

agogue (Luke iv.) could read, “The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon ME, because He hath anointed Me
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to preach glad tidings to the poor.” It greatly 
helps one at the outset to appreciate the great- 

ness of Christ. What had previously existed in 
the Sabbath, in the sovereign mercy iaf God as 
shown in Jonah, in the glory as shown in Solo- 
mon—all are brought out and magnified in con- 

nection with Christ. More than the Sabbath, a 

greater than Solomon, a greater than Jonah, is 
here. The Orie who has come out from God 
here upon earth eclipses all that had ever gone 
before. Now God is going to reach His end. 
There is going to be no failure this time. 

W.J.Y.: I was thinking of Saul of Tarsus, 

who had the sudden transition from the darkness 
to the light. 

T.H.G.: The Man, the Servant, of verse 18, 

becomes the Centre of the divine system. 
F.L.: Yes, so we come to a discernment that, 

with one so great as this Person, there remains 
no place in the universe of God for another as 

centre or head. Every divine idea followed to 
its conclusion reaches Christ pre-eminently. There 
is not one thing which abides but which begins 
and ends in Christ. Thus there is established in 

our souls a sense of fulness and of sufficiency. 
It becomes illustrious to be connected with such a 
system, which finds all power of attraction and 
cohesion in the greatness of Christ. 

J.A.B.: Is not the testimony of the Holy 

Spirit to-day of the glory of Christ as Centre,
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and, if that testimony is not received, there is 

nothing but judgment? 

F.L.:Yes, God brings all out in the Gospel of 

John in that line. , 

J.D.U.: The testimony here is that of the Son 

in the eyes of the Father. 

F.L.: Quite. “Israel is My servant,” in Isaiah 
xlix, suggests again the mind of God when He 

said, “Israel is my son, my firstborn.” Here it 

is said of the Son, “Israel is My Servant.” This 

blessed Servant appeals to His God that He had 
spent His strength for nought, and in vain. The 
answer of Jehovah to Him is far transcending 

what He had in Israel, “I have given Thee for a 

light to the nations, that Thou mayest be My 

salvation unto the ends of the earth.” As- 

sembled here as we are this morning, representa- 

tive of many parts of the earth, there is a fulfil- 

ment of the promise to Him in Isaiah xlix. 

J.D.U.: Would you say it is on the line of His 
reward? 

F.L.: Yes. In Matthew xii., there is a judg- 
ment established—“Behold My Servant, whom I 
have chosen; My beloved, in whom My soul 

has found its delight” (verse 18). Now, what 

are we going to do about it? The answer that 

was given to God at the moment was that the 

Servant wrought in Satanic power. It was a 
deliberate reversal of the judgment of God, on 

natural lines. His mother and brethren lay claim
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to Him, but to that the Lord answers by refer- 

ence to that new generation, “Whosoever shall 

do the will of My Father who is in the heavens.” 
Happily, in Acts i, 14, His mother and His 
brethren are brought in, not on natural, but on 

spiritual lines, and we feel how suitable this is 

that they should be. 
R.G.D.: Would it be right to say that in the 

Person of the Lord He takes up the whole of 
Israel, and brings it to fruition for God in a 

coming ‘day? 
F.L.: Yes. No divine thought is lost. Mean- 

while, in this day, the Spirit accumulates all. By 
the emphasis by which the Lord marks that the 
sin against the Holy Spirit is unpardonable, we 

see how the Lord sets Himself to assert the 

rights of the Spirit. Interference with that is un- 
forgiveable. It is not what was directed against 

Himself which was resented, but against the 

Spirit of God which rested upon Him, which is 

destructive of all that henceforth was to come 

out. , 

One may indicate how the new line opens out. 

In chapter xiii., we get the unfolding to the in- 
itiated of things which otherwise cannot be 

understood. In chapters xiv. and xv., we get 

education in a practical way. In chapter xvi. 

the formation of the assembly. In chapter xvil., 
the kingdom and glory. In chapter xviii. the 

application of these things in their spirit to the
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new vessel of administration which has been 

brought into view. 

W.J.Y.: Your thought is that just as with the 

Lord Jesus, as spoken of in Isaiah, in apparent 

failure there was glory and beauty for God, so 

now in the assembly, obscure in the eyes of the 

world, there is still that which is pleasurable and 

useful to. God. | . 
F.L.: One emphasizes that not only is it plea- 

surable, but that no single thought of God fails. 

Rem.: Please repeat your reference to Genesis. 

F.L.: In. the. 1st chapter of Genesis 

God indicates He must have light. He had it in 

Christ. He has it now in the assembly. There 
is no light except what is in the assembly. Then 

God divided light from: darkness ; there must: be 

righteousness. Now every movement from the 

time of new birth educates us to separate light 

from darkness. That was established in Christ. 
Then, on the third day came the elements of re- 

surrection life, in the herb and the tree having 

seed in themselves, and this is known as we know 

Him in the power'of His resurrection. That is 

found in tha assembly. Rule is in the heavens. 

That is found in Christ glorified, and it is worked 

out in the assembly, it is not lost. Then the pro- 

duction of life, and its reproduction, are discov- 

ered through the assembly, in that which goes out 

in the Gospel in the power of salvation. So that 

every divine thought is safe in the assembly. If
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mercy is shown upon earth, it is through the as- 

sembly ; if the character of God in its glorious 

goodness is interpreted, it is im thé assembly. The 
point of contact with man established in Christ 

is worked out by the Holy Spirit in the assembly. 

W.J.Y.: It is a very important consideration 
for us. One feéls that a great many put off the 
thought of perfection to heaven. They accept 

breakdown. and failure and weakness, and have 

no thought of God’s: operation now, here inthe 

assembly. ° 
F.L.: We must give more consideration to 

this, that with Christ glorified on the throne, and 

God the Holy Spirit here on earth, we cannot 
consider such a thing as failure in the adminis- 
trative vessel, the assembly here on‘earth. Every 

thought of God has been adequately provided for 

and carried out, in the assembly, and this not- 

withstanding that in its external aspect the ful- 
filment of its responsibility has utterly broken 
down. Therefore, the manner in which every 

divine thought is secured, while in the external 

aspect of things everything has broken down in 

failure, is a mystery which only the initiated can 

understand by the Holy Spirit. 
A.H.C.: Is that the Holy City coming down? 
F.L.: That is the beginning of it. 

J.A.B.: Our contemplation would be this Ser- 

vant, and having light from God we are brought 

into life.
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F.L.: How it charms the soul to see God, as 

the. Father, calling attention to Christ, and say- 

ing, in effect, “Here is your beginning, it is from 

here your movement of life begins.” We are not 

turned in upon doctrine (important as that is), 

but the thing has been given living form in a real 
Man, who is. now glorified as our Head. “Be- 
hold My Servant.” 

J.D.: It indicates what was in the mind of God 

from the beginning, and has given effect to the 

thought. and the principles contained in. His 

thoughts which He has perpetuated. 

F.L.: We see how true it rings from the outset 

when man is brought in. He is to be the “image 

and likeness.” Now, we find that in Christ. 

Christ was God’s representative. He brought 

God’s characteristics down to man. Thus things 

are perpetuated. Then to follow out the refer- 

ence to Genesis, God reaches an ultimate point of 

rest. We have, “The seventh day He rested.” So 

in character the Lord presents Himself here— 
“Come unto Me, and I will give you rest.” When 

we come into that rest, we find it is the rest of 

God. God rests with the utmost complacency 
in Christ. Thus the Lord is greater than the 

Sabbath. 

TARY : You counect the thought of the ser- 

vant with the vessel? 
F.L.: Israel is viewed collectively as the ser- 

vant in Isaiah xlix. Thus Christ upon earth was
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that illustrious Servant. Now the assembly, 

energized by the Holy Spirit, becomes in its col- 
lective form the servant of God upon earth, 
through which is carried out light to the world, 
and to which is made the gathering of souls. All 
this is performed through the assembly. 

J.D.U.: So we read of the heavy burdens in 
the Old Testament. 

F.L.: We would not say we belong to’a sphere 

where no heavy burden is found. It lies upon 
man in his state as away from God. All of us 

brought to God know what. pressure is. It 
weighs upon us as being in this scene ‘which is 

suffering as the result of sin. 

J.D.U.: The thought is perpetuated in this 

wonderful Servant. 

F.L.: Wisdom is justified of all her children. 
Everyone who turns in repentance to God be- 

comes the justifier of God, and of Christ. So 

the woman in the 7th Luke, Saul of Tarsus, the 

thief on the cross, in the world where God ‘is not 

understood, are Wisdom’s children, and justify 

God and Christ. The very ground that we take 
is that we maintain God is right, and man is 
wrong. So to speak, the character of God is 
committed into the custody of His children that 

He may be rightly understood. Thus we become 

justifiers of God in a world which is alienated 

from His life. 
So at this point all appears withered and dead,
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but the Lord removes these evidences of death, 

and shows fresh-shoots coming up to take the 
place of what has gone—the little ones in the 

kingdom of the heavens. Thus He looked upon 

His disciples. These were the upspringing of the 

new thing. Wisdom has its unfailing resources. 
J.A.B.: He tells individuals to come to Him. 

Would you say in coming to Him we reach a 
point where defeat is not possible? 

F.L.: The position is impregnable. That is 
what I hope we may reach later on. 

E.T.: Would you open up the thought of the 

yoke? 
F.L.: One has been seeing a lot of oxen yoked 

in Africa recently, an old steady ox with a young 
one put into the same yoke. The old ‘ox carries 

the greater burden, and interprets the signals to 

make the way easy. The Lord suggests that in 

coming into association with Him there is both 

companionship and divine control and righteous- 

ness. The weight is carried, and the guidance is 

given. So the yoke is easy and the burden is 

light. 

The new generation is not a natural link. It 

is composed of the doers of the will of My 

Father in heaven. That should sect every one of 

us thinking. Am 1 consciously set to do the will 

of the Father in heaven? 

J.N.B.: You do not think the yoke refers to 
service?
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F.L.: It is, I think, wider than service. It is 
association in fellowship—‘called unto the fel- 
lowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
That puts the yoke upon us.
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Divine Education 

Friday, 15th April, 1927. 

Matt. xiii., 1-3; 44-46; 51-52. Matt. xiv., 10-16; 

27-28. 

In our Reading this morning we were occu- 

pied with what we might call a time of transi- 

tion, This was the momentous dealing of God 
by which he was transferring administration 
from a rejected vessel, Israel, to a new adminis- 

trative vessel, which was im process of formation, 

the assembly. The divine resource and fore- 

thought brings into view a new generation for 

this purpose, referred to as “a little one,” “wis- 

dom’s children,” “babes.” In substance it was 

the handful of disciples which formed the 
nucleus of what eventually should be sufficient to 

fill the universe with the greatness and glory of 

Christ, and to display the glory of God. There 

it was in the germ, so that He puts aside the 

claims of natural relationship, and rests every- 

thing on those who “do the will of My Father 
who is in the heavens.” So the brother, sister, 

and mother, are discoverable in this day of the 

Spirit, and it becomes to us light most precious. 
Now for the next step. If this be the ultimate 

end, the thought to which the Lord is working, 

the material must be discovered; so the Lord
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goes out of the house, and takes up a place by the 

seaside, where the vision of all mankind is before 

Him. Irrespective of race or condition, it is Man. 

In this connection the Son of Man discloses Him- 

self as the sower of the seed, which is followed 

by the production of everything which we now 
know as Christendom. It is a strange compound, 

the most puzzling of enigmas, this Christian 

world, which after 1900 years has interwoven 

the utmost extremes of that which is precious to 

the heart of God, and that which is abhorrent 

beyond expression. How does it all come about? 
It is the outcome of the general sowing of the 

seed. It is from this that the material is 
obtained. So the Lord tells us that the field is 

the world; we are in the sphere of things where 
what is sown is bound to touch us. Later on, 

He tells us that the sower of the “good” seed is 
the Son of Man, and then He adds, “the good 

seed, these are the sons of the kingdom.” Evi- 

dently it becomes a thing of great privilege to be 

identifiable as good seed. 

But then the Lord brings into view another 

sower, as personal as Himself, as definite in his 

intentions as the Lord, and productive of results 

which are identifiable as his. This sower is the 
Devil; he sows the evil seed. The tares are the 

sons of the evil one. 

Having started on these lines, let us bear in 

mind that the Lord takes no pleasure in our
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ignorance. It is no virtue for us to be unintelli- 

gent, nor is it the mind of the Lord that, having 
begun as babes, we should remain babes. We 
hear it spoken sometimes, as though it were 

almost a virtue, “Such an ome does not know 

much, but his affections are right.” Why do we 
not know? It is not in itself a virtue, and we 

are not, in the manner of speaking, usable in 

divine things if we are unintelligent. 

So the Lord in the 13th chapter implies that 
having begun with us as babes, it is not intended 

that we should remain babes. Therefore He 

provides for our education, in a manner most 
remarkable. In natural things we understand 

this well enough. Your babe begins to grow. 

You arrange for its care and education. Things 

are put in shape for its future career. Thus, in 
this 13th chapter of Matthew the Lord is edu- 

cating His own. He explains mysteries, He lays 

bare divine things to those whom He is educat- 

ing, the family of God. Mysteries, in Scripture, 
are not exactly secrets, but are. things inexplic- 
able to the unregenerate, but opened out in per- 

fect clearness to those who have the key of inter- 

pretation. Hence the understanding of myster- 

ies is one of the most precious of our prenoga- 

tives, 
1f the product of the general sowing has re- 

sulted in an outward appearance o1 a tangled 

mass of confusion, the Lord clarifies tle thing
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for us in such a manner that the simplest be- 

liever is able to give a true account of these 
puzzling things which is beyond the capacity of 
the wisest statesmen in this world. Men are 

puzzled as to this intermingling of good and evil. 

We are not puzzled. There have been two 

sowers, two classes of seed; they have produced 

two kinds of growth. Tlie Lord has put the clue 

into our hands, so-that each is followed out to its 

completion, and when we have come into the 

clear light of all this, then we are of use. 

The 13th Matthew becomes of great value to 
the people of God, as giving a clear understand- 
ing of what is actually transpiring. We are at 

home in the midst of confusion, knowing the end 

from the beginning, distinguishing things which 

differ, clear, where the world is left im puzzle- 

ment. That is a great thing. Having the clue to 
the mystery in our hands, we can see from 

whence comes evil. It is from the Devil. Whence 

comes leaven? The evil woman has put it there. 

Then there is the good seed, which is the offset 

to all the power of evil, which shall not be 

rooted up, which maintains from end to end, in 

the power of life, through righteousness, right 
up to the threshhold of the World to Come. This 

is the position of the “sons of the kingdom.” 
living beings who are the offset of the 

“sons of the evil one.” Their lines run 

parallel through time. It is thus tha
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the leaven and the inflation of the mustard 

seed come in. . The disciples are enlightened, the 

issue of all is clearly before them. 
There are two parables which one can see at 

once lay very close to the heart of the Lord, as 

though, when indicating the lines which would 

lead up to the millennial day, He reserves the 
expression of what is found in this day in these 

brief parables of the treasure and the pearl. 
What do we understand by treasure? Re- 

sources are treasure. Speaking in the language 
of men, gold, silver, men, are treasure. Take, 

for instance, a kingdom, the empire of Great 

Britain, if you will, and assess its resources. 

They consist in material wealth, and in men, their 
brains and hand-power. It is by these that the 
resources of a kingdom are measured, and the 
richer in these things, the greater tne power and 

the glory of that kingdom. In the parable of the 
treasure, the Lord would seem to bring before 

us that, during the whole period of His absence 

He is accumulating, by the work of the Holy 

Spirit, resources which become the available 

treasure at the disposal of God for use in the 

world to come. It will be used then as light in 
the knowledge of and administration of God. 

In that day great things have to be done for God. 
Boundiess ranges of service are indicated, the 

treasure for which is being accumulated in the 

knowledge of God in this present day. It is a
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question what your contribution may be. In the 

manner of it, one may contemplate a bed-ridden 

saint from whom emanates sweet expressions 
of the love of God and of the knowledge of 
Christ. Things absorbed now, and utilised, be- 

come treasure carried over into the world to 
come. No single impression of Christ that is 
put upon a saint im this time, ever perishes in the 
house of God. It will be found in the divine 
treasury. Thus treasure is the accumulated ex- 
perience of God in His ways and love, and the 

outshining is in proportion to the accumulation 

that has been gathered up in the days of trial and 
pressure, which days will not be duplicated in the 
world to come. Every one of us should cherish 
to be in the hands of God, thus to learn God, and 

thus to be recipients of light which will shine 
through the Heavenly City. The Lord makes 

much of this. There are those to whom these 

things were written, and we must not limit it to 

the assembly, because as truly as He has wrought 

with us, has He wrought with those who, in other 

ages, have been before us, and in the great up- 

gathering all, in their respective families, will 

rise in the light'of that which has formed them 

in impressions of Christ in their day and genera- 
tion. They were affected by the Spirit of Christ 

which was in them, as we are told by the Apostle 

Peter. Thus the world to come will be the 

answer to all the dealings of God in the way of
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grace, discipline, mercy. All will serve their pur- 

pose, though all be not in the Heavenly City. 

When we contemplate the Lord as going and 

selling all that He had to buy the field, we must 
broaden our thoughts beyond the assembly alone, 

and make room for those who have preceded, as 

well as for those who will follow us. 
Then there is another thought brought in 

which is very choice. He says, “The kingdom 

of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful 
pearls” (verse 45). He sold all whatsoever He 

had to get that pearl. There is that in every one 
of us who loves Christ which answers respon- 

sively to this. The choice of the symbol of a 
pearl is not accidental. It is not a precious stone. 
Precious stones can be, and are, used in ways in- 

numerable, as for instance in my watch. But 
you cannot use a pearl. In the train recently 

with a pearl merchant, I was interested in what 

he could tell me about pearls. You may take a 

pearl not much larger than a pea, and lay it in 

the palm of your hand; it may be worth £3,000. 
Wherein does its value lie? The purchaser was 

seeking a “beautiful pearl.”” When a person has 
bought a pearl, there is but one thing to do with 

it, and that is, to absorb its beauty, and its beauty 

must be seen in the light. 

In this way, beloved brethren, the Lord 

touches us; He clothes in the language of mys- 

tery the thought so sweet and precious that He
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is prepared to go into the lowest depths of death 
that He may bring into the light that which will 

delight and satisfy His heart for eternity. It is 
a beautiful pearl, without spot, or blemish, or 

any such thing. It is drawn out from the deep 
waters of death. In its formation it is the pro- 

duct of pressure amd pain. As the grain of sand 

lies in the shell, a mantle is thrown over it to 

protect from its friction which, mulitplied, de- 

velops into the unrivalled beauty of the pearl. 
This is the Lord’s own choice of symbol, that 

we may understand what is the result of our 

disciplining and handling of God, which eventu- 
ally expresses the very glories of Christ Himself. 

Christ delights in that. He went and sold all of 

whatever He had to buy it. It is the assembly. 
The Lord having given this abstract education, 

if I may so put it,—so valuable, yet on the line 

of what is expressed in words, not actions. He 
turns to His disciples, and says, “Have ye under- 

stood all these things?’ They say, “Yea, Lord.” 
We know very well that they did not understand, 

as subsequent events proved, and that they did 

not understand until the giving of the Spirit. 
What of ourselves? We are oftentimes ready in 

the assumption of a knowledge which is not 

really consciously ‘formed in us. Have you 

understood all these things? The Lord takes 

them at their word. He does not say, “You do 

not understand,” but He gives them certain
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similes. ‘For this reason every scribe discipled 

to the kingdom of the heavens is like a man that 

is an householder who brings out of his treasure 
things new and old.” (verse 52, N.T.). If I am 

to understand the Lord, I must understand what 

a scribe is, because it would come home as if the 

Lord were indicating that J am a scribe, and if 
we all are scribes, what does it mean? Are you 

conscious at the present time that you are a 

scribe? As in everything else, we must get our 

interpretation in Christ Himself. He is the 

supreme Scribe, the great Writer. The business 

of a scribe is to make visible impressions, which 
are intelligible, and which in His writing are in- 
delible. He puts indelible impressions upon the 

fleshy tables of the heart, and these indelible im- 

pressions are the proof as to what is really of 

God, or is not of God. The questron to the 
Corinthians was, “Has Christ written on your 

heart?” If the answer proved to be “Yes,” then 

there is something for God there, and the situa- 
tion is saved. Clearly writing which is illegible is 
of no moment. The Lord transfers these things 

to us, contemplating that we are able to trans- 

cribe legible impressions, and one hopes imper- 

ishable impressions. In this sense we are 

writers; it is impossible to have been brought 

from death unto life, and from the power of 

Satan to God, and to go through our path here 
without making certain impressions. ‘hus we
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are all scribes, and the extreme importance that 

we should exercise care in the impressions which 

we make, that they shall be like in character and 

identifiable with the impressions which the Great 

Scribe makes in His writing, comes home to us. 

His marks are legible, intelligible, and' permanent, 

We are furnished with enlightenment, which 

gives capacity to display everything in the ways 

of God which is transpiring under our eyes, and 

so we come under the impressions of Christ in 

conduct, manner of life, interpreting the impres- 

sions of Christ, and the will of God. One 

may talk without end about doing the 
will of God, but after all, the man- 

ner of life tells the story, and the story can 

be read in your house, in the circle of your 

brethren, by your neighbours. These writings, 

so to speak, are a book, and it is a fair question 

to ask whether the kinds of impresstons we make 

are legible, intelligible, and such as we would 
wish to be permanently preserved as the marks 
of the children of God, giving a good and right 
impression of God and of Christ. That would 

seem to be the thought of the scribe. 

Then the Lord uses the simile of the house- 

holder. Here again, we only understand the 

householder by its exemplification in Christ. He, 

like Noah, is the One who has builded an ark for 

the saving of His house. He has put everything 

upon a foundation not to be shaken, but evidently
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the Lord considers every one of us constituted as 
householders. If wé come under His headship, 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light, 

it would seem that we set up housekeeping. It 
does not need that we be married for this, but 

we all begin to accumulate treasure from that 

time on. The Lord speaks of the understanding 

ones as capable of bringing out of their treasure 
“things new and old.” One rather thinks that 

the Lord had in mind, “Behold, the former things 

are come to pass, and new things do I declare: 

before they spring forth will I cause you to hear 

them” (Isaiah, xlii 9, N.T.). This is literally 

He-has done. ‘Before the things have come to 

pass, He has declared them to us. Before they 

spring forth He has caused us to hear them. A 
most marvellous enlightenment; If these things 

be so, is it not a fair question to us—What is the 

product of my housekeeping? What have I ac- 
cumulated? What is there to show for the years 
which I have known, the Lord? What have you 

in your spiritual house that you can bring forth 

of things new and old? A young couple start 
with a house which is an empty shell—nothing 

in it, You may examine the house, but you can 
tell nothing about them; there are no character- 
istics, no furniture, nothing on the walls, no 

books, no clothing. Go back ten years later, and 

you will find pictures on the walls, books on the 

shelves, clothing in their wardrobes, a style of
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furniture, and you say, “I can see what kind of 
people these are. This thing and that thing tell 

me all about them.” You judge them by what 
they have accumulated. So the Lord indicates 

to us that in a spiritual way we set up house- 
keeping as soon as we are drawn into His sphere. 

One has a right to come to me, as one who has 

known the Lord for some years, to see what 

can be brought forth out of my treasure of things 
new and old. The things to be derived from a 
spiritual person are extremely valuable. Take 

the people in this room, for instance, in the ac- 
cumulated experience they have had in the know- 

ledge of God; in conversation with them you may 

find that you are drawing out of their hearts 
treasures very rich and illuminating, expressive 

of Christ. I commend to you to mark spiritual 
people, get close to them, they will draw out of 

their treasures things new and old. 
Thus, in the 13th chapter, it would seem that 

the Lord gives light and power of interpretation 

with the thought that what is “next His heart” 

may be treasured by us and responded to, so that 

as scribes we may transcribe impressions of 
Christ, and as householders we may accumulate 

spiritual furniture and things of beauty, and be 
able to bring them forth. These things are un- 

folded inside the house. 
Now, for a brief moment, we will go with the 

Lord outside the house. We know very well that
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our experiences are far from being confined ‘to 

what is inside; there is the outside. When we 

go outside of these doors, we are sensible of a 

very different atmosphere from that which is in- 

side, or in the circle of the assembly. The Lord 

takes account of this, and He goes out. What 
does He.bring into view? The administration of 

this world is deeply influenced by the devoted- 

ness of those who are attached to Himself. John 
the Baptist expresses this, for he was in prison 

for his devotedness to righteousness, to Christ, 
to God. The world has its course, society and 
politics intermingled, as we find in this Edomite, 
this son of Esau, Herod. He is in a place of 

government, and government is ordained of God. 

As such it is to be respected, and bowed to. But 

there comes into his hands, John Baptist. She 

who is expressive of the spirit of this present evil 

world, socially, comes into unholy contact with 

government in the person of Herod, and the test 
is Salome, or John Baptist? The head of John 

Baptist is cut off. This is an external object 

lesson in the education of those who were the 
babes, or wisdom’s children. Will the Lord in- 

tervene in His divine authority, and punish these 

murderers? All power is in His hands. It isa 

question of the right time, and the enduring 

patience of God. The answer is found in this, 

“And Jesus, having heard it, went away thence 

by ship to a desert place apart” (Matt. xiv., 13).
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The instruction to us in this is of supreme mo- 
ment, as to haw we should comport ourselves in 
this day of the rejection of Christ. We are face 
to face with Governments in various parts of the 

world, good, bad and indifferent, and we must 

come under the spirit of this blessed Man if we 

are to know what to do. It is there I learn how 
I am to behave. He does not undertake to re- 

move, or reform, or change, or punish, at this 

time. He departs to a desert place, an action 

most eloquent, as though the Lord would say, 

“Your part in the day of My rejection is to leave 

the issues: that come up in this world until the 
time when God will do the adjusting.” It is for 

us to go on with Him apart from 1t all, until. that 

time of universal adjustment. That was external 

education. 

Another thing—We read that when the people 

heard, they followed Him on foot, and that com- 
ing out He saw a great crowd, and was moved 

with compassion. What were the disciples con- 

fronted with? Needy souls and famine. This 

world is the sphere of spiritual famine, and in 

view of it we read, “He was moved with com- 

passion about them.” One feels this as a deep 

rebuke to one’s own spirit, that one has been 

capable of passing through this scene with so 

little of the sensibility of the Lord towards the 

need around us. This world is the sphere of 

grievous distress, of spiritual anarchy, where
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every disease, mental and physical, that Satan 

can bring in, is extant. We turn to the Lord to 

learn how we may look upon all that is around 

us, and we learn of His deep compassions. He 

was not indifferent. We are so little sensible that 

the Lord Jesus, in His compassion, was express- 

ing the very heart of God towards man. The 

Lord was here giving His disciples practical edu- 

cation. He was putting them face to face with 

the problems of this world. Wno is to under- 

stand this if we do not? The Lord faces them 

with it, and waits until the moment when, feeling 

their helplessness, they come to Him and say, 
“Dismiss the crowds,” as though to say, ““We are 

happy in your company, we are guided, we have 

protection, we are provided for, but the burden 

of the crowd oppresses us.” That is an easy way 

out, to “dismiss the crowd,” but they come to 

our door, so to speak; we know their need, their 

deep spiritual need. Have we compassion, or, 

like the disciples, do we say, “Dismiss the 

crowd?” If the distresses of the world embarrass 

us, we have not learnt the spirit of Christ in re- 

spect of them, and we are uneducated. The 

answer of the Lord is, “They have no need to 

go, give ye them to eat” (verse 16, N.T.), as 

though He were expecting that from now and 

henceforth the compassions of God were en- 

closed in human vessels such as we are. Indeed, 

we have the treasure in earthen vessels, so that
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His compassions are.to flow through these. The 

crowd is not to be dismissed. They are to be 

reached and fed: “Give ye them to eat.” 

One does not go beyond this, but to express 

the thought that while we may be excellent in our 

ideals, and what we speak of as “light,” there is 

the possibility, nay further, there is the fact, that 

we shut ourselves up in peaceful households, in 

fellowship with the people of God, gaining 

spiritual knowledge for ourselves, but in large 

measure remain oblivious of those who excited 

the compassions of the Lord when He said, “Give 

ye them to eat.” The dispensing of the grace of 

God is through human vessels, who, being pos- 

sessed, like Christ, of the Holy Spirit, become 
partakers ‘of the divine nature, and there should 

be an understanding in a practical way of the dis- 

tresses around, whether in the souls or in the 

bodies of men. 
The Lord here is educating “babes,” giving 

them teaching which will be of immense value 

to them when He must leave them. That is to 

ourselves. It is as though in touching practical 

things He is saying, “See what I do, and how I 

do it.” Thus the education in the Lord’s hands is 

both doctrinal and practical. We need to be 

balanced, so that we, ourselves, when we meet 

the Lord, shall be able to give some account that 

we have understood God, and acted like God, in 

the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, 

shining as lights in the world.
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Soul Movement 

Sunday Afternoon, 17th April, 1927. 

Matthew xiv, 22-29; xv., 21-39; xvi., 13-20. 

F.L.: Perhaps it would be well to say a few 

words. to connect what we have been having with 
what is now before us. It is essential to God 

that there should be maintained upon earth what 

is adequate to care for His interests, to support 

His rights, and to furnish His pleasure; these 

features are indicated in what we find in the 

patriarchs, in families, and what was established 

in Israel. Israel, having become apostate and 

corrupt, caused the name of God to be blas- 
phemed, when the time arrives for the Son of 
God to come in incarnation. A body is prepared 
for Him, so that He may once for all give expres- 

sion to every divine thought, in spite of the fail- 

ure of man, even though it be but for a brief 

period. Thus the moral glory of the thing has 

been brought into evidence in all its fulness. The 

responsible Jews attributing the mighty works 

of God through the Spirit in the Lord Jesus to 
Beelzebub, the moment arrives when the Lord 

Jesus brings into view what had been in the 
divine thought from the beginning—that vessel 

of testimony which He calls “My assembly.”
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Upon His departure from this scene, that vessel 

is to take up and carry forward those interests of 

God up to the time of its removal from this scene 

where it furnishes the habitation of the Holy 
Spirit. 

‘Then we saw how that the generation (those 

who do the will of His Father) was already in 

process of formation—wisdom’s children, the 

babes. He takes them in hand for education in 

chapter xiii, while in chapter xiv. He leads them 

out into actual conditions to be faced in this 

world, so that the instruction received inside 

might be viewed in actual operation. The mur- 

derous spirit of the world, its distress and famine 

are all in evidence, and the Lord acts according 

to His own Spirit in relation to these things. All 

this leads up to the constructive work of the as- 
sembly. 

W.J.Y.: You are calling attention to the fact 
that for what the Lord was educating the twelve, 

and in connection with which He was forming 

them, is the basis of the assembly. 
F.L.: Yes. The impression one receives in 

chapters xiv and xv is that we have to do with 

an Instructor who, at the same time is Master. 

There is no doubt about that. He makes His 

impressions with power; He will teach, but you 

have to pay regard to one who is Master. 

Authoritatively, He says, “Learn of Me.” The 

disciples say, “Dismiss the crowd.” The Lord
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teaches them a different spirit, and it is the dis- 

ciples themselves who are dismissed. “He com- 

pelled the disciples to go on board ship” (verse 

22, N.T.). The inference is that in their state, 
unformed by the Spirit, they were not fit to be 

left in control of the multitude. He Himself 
dismisses the crowd. J.N.D. tells us by a note 

in Mark’s Gospel, that the word He uses to the 

crowd has the significance of “bid adieu,” which 

means “to God.”” Thus, when the Lord sends the 

crowd away after feeding them, they have the 
impression upon them both of being fed, and of 

being commended to God. They could say, “He 
taught us, He fed us, He left us with the bene- 

diction of God upon our spirits.’ The Lord 

would teach us in these ways how we should 
handle people. 

J.A.B.: The last impression the crowd would 

get would be from the Lord Himself, and would 
be in connection with God. 

F.L.: These things are very practical, and one 

sees that people have to be reached through those 

who themselves have been enlightened in mind 
and heart, and filled with the love of Christ. One 

gets no idea of how to handle souls except under 

the influence of the Lord. He teaches, feeds, and 

puts the benediction of God upon them. They 

would be impressed that God is good. When we 

are in contact with people, it is very important 

to leave a right impression of God with them.
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J.D.:Do you think Paul was a good scholar 
when he said, “I commend you to God and the 

word of His grace?” (Acts xxii., 32). 

F.L.: One sees it in Paul. The blessed God 
Himself approaches us on these lines. “God 

commends His love towards us.” One under- 

stands by this that God makes His love very at- 
tractive. It is not a matter of hard, doctrinal 

expression of an abstract truth. There is an at- 

mosphere about it which spiritual people can im- 

part, in this world of trouble and need. We 

should be very considerate as to how we handle 
people, in the light of how the Lord handled them 

here. 

W.J.Y.: It is the spirit of a person that tells, 

not what they have to say. Their spirit makes 

them manifest. 
J.A.B.: In true service, anything lasting of a 

true spiritual character would set the soul in re- 

lationship with God, and the servant will disap- 

pear from view. 

F.L,: One would hope so. I recall a brilliant 
man once amongst us, of whom it was said, “He 

gave them things as clear as the moon, and as 

cold as ice.” The atmosphere was not that of 

warmth. Probably that was why J.N.D. put his 

foot-note in Mark vi. 
Now we see in this educational process that 

the Holy Spisit selects the incident of Peter. He 

isolates Peter, so to speak, so that he becomes an
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object lesson. “Thou. art Peter”’—a stone. Every 

individual stone moved into the constructive 

work of the Lord has its own divine work ex- 

pended upon it. Here Peter is made to stand 

out as expressive of this. One feels there can 

be no true apprehension of the assembly which 

has not as a foundation affection for Christ. 

J.D.: Would you say that this includes dis- 

cipline? 

F.L.: Yes. Speaking for oneself, how long 

one may have groped, consenting to an abstract 

truth of the assembly, but the power of personal 

devotion to Christ has been lacking. So far as 

use and adaptability in connection with the as- 
sembly are concerned, there is no substitute for 

devotion to Christ. “Lord, if it be Thou. . .” 

J.D.: We cannot do better than watch the 
Lord, and ask ourselves, What would He do 

and say in the position? 

J.D.U.: Personal devotedness of heart to the 

Lord would enable brothers in small country 
gatherings, under much difficulty and weakness, 

to go on in patience serving Him, because it is 

a question of His interests, and their hearts are 

devoted to Him. 

F.L.: It is evident that before the Lord signal- 

ises Peter by his name in chapter xvi., there has 

been a formative work, the manner of which 1s 

indicated when the voice of Jesus reaches Peter 

in the boat. He says, “Lord, if it be Thos.”
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There is water. We cannot escape that. No 

natural power is known by which man can walk 
on water. The great thing the spirit of God em- 

phasizes here is that Peter did walk on water. It 

is not a question of whether he walked a hun- 

dred yards, or a mile. The one is as difficult as 

the other. The thing is to walk on water. It is 

asked, “What is it to walk on water?” What 

one observes in others is that the power of the 

love of Christ is enough to enable them to move 

superior to all natural:considerations. Up to this 

point, the Lord had been bringing out what was 

objective—things as they were true trom the 

divine side, When objective truth lays hold upon 

one’s mind and soul with power, it becomes sub- 

jective. The evidence here that Peter was sub- 
jectively formed is that he moved contrary to 

every force of nature. Objective truth absorbed 

and assimilated furnishes an impulse in relation 
to God and Christ, which is the evidence that the 

truth has become subjective. 

R.M.Y.: Did the Lord purposely present Him- 

self in such a way as to test affection? 

F.L.: Surely. We understand that in a com- 

pany like this, every one of whom has a history 

personal with the Lord, which does not belong 

to anyone else, such a test must come. For ex- 

ample, a clergyman with a family absolutely de- 
pendent for its daily food upon his position, 

throws it up to take a path without counting the
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cost. I have known of several to act thus, and I 

call it walking on water. Recently I was in a 

place in another continent, where men were os- 

tracized and dismissed from their employment 

because of identification with the Name of 
Christ. No presentation of abstract truth would 

have the power to produce this result..It is “Lord 

if it be Thou, bid me come to Thee.” 

W.J.Y.: It seems to show that affection for 

Christ is the only basis upon which this move- 
ment can take place. We often have Peter cri- 

ticized, and his weak side presented to us, but 

evidently there was a basis of affection for the 

Lord which enabled him to be an object lesson 

in this Gospel. 
F.L.: The Spirit isolates him-as an example 

that stands out supreme. We come to what we 

speak of as “coming into fellowship,” and one 

finds it difficult as to what to put before souls. 

The test that one usually seeks is the measure of 

the work of God in their soul, and their apprecia- 

tion of Christ. Ordinary doctrinal tests are 
easily made, but we are confronted with the fact 

that there are a number of groups of Christians 

who would respond to doctrinal tests. We gener- 

ally reach a point where the secker becomes con- 

scious that “This is where the Lord would have 
me to be,” and that settles the question. For in- 

stance, a young girl moves, with her whole 

family, her friends, and her religious instructors
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against her. She walks on water. I have a con- 
crete case before me. The personal appreciation 
of Christ is the foundation. 

J.D.U.: It means that it is very important that 

the truth presented to us should be connected 

with the Person. 

F.L.: It is thus we see the preparatory work of 

Christ put upon stones before they are set in 

their place in the building. One greatly desires 

that the Lord would deepen in us the value of 
His own personal love; as Paul expresses it, 

“The Son of God who loved me, and gave Him- 
self for me.” One feels that where there is that 

sense of thé love of Christ, the Spirit of God can 

do great things. 
J.A.B.: Would you not say that a soul like that 

would rapidly get confirmation? The way the 
Lord responded in Peter was very immediate. 

F.L.: One has to remember that these object 
lessons are drawn before the day when the Holy 

Spirit was here. The lessons are slowly learnt, 

to be gone over again and again. So Peter broke 

down afterward, but who is there in this com- 

pany, even in this day of the Spirit, who has not 
broken down, and who has not found in recovery 

how His precious grace makes all things work 

together for good? Even failure and breakdown 

deepen the sense of His love. 

A.L.M.: Peter proved the profit in his soul. 
(1 Peter ii., 4.)
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F.L.: We must remember that when we step 

out of the boat which has held us, it is never con- 

templated that we go back to it. No doubt Peter 

had that night before him when he wrote, “To 

whom coming.” 

Ques.: Is it on that line that the holy and the 
royal priesthood come out? 

F.L.: Yes, that which is inside and outside. 

As a matter of historical fact, the Lord and Peter 

did go up into the boat. We know that the Lord 

will join the Remnant in troubled waters. That 

refers to a coming day. For us, once out of the 

boat of human expediency, we cannot contem- 

plate a return. 

Ques.: Would they be backsliders, who go 

back to what they have left? 
F.L.: Yes. Backsliders are not apostates, but 

they are on dangerous ground. 

W.A.P.: Would there be any doubt in Peter’s 

mind when he asked the question, “Lord, if it be 

Thou?” 

F.L.: It was an honest doubt. Out from the 

darkness came a voice, and while the sheep knew 

the voice, he was right in calling for confirma- 

tion. It implied devotion, because Peter might 

have asked the Lord to come into the boat. In 

that sense, to go forth to Him was a much 

greater proof of devotion than to invite the Lord 

to come into where they were. 

Here the context refers, I think, to the
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darkness and confusion of the troubled waters. 
It is right that souls should seek confirmation, 
where many voices claim to be those of 

the Lord. At the present moment, the test is 
very severe, and one sympathises with those who 

are struggling for disentanglement. 

J.D.: Peter wanted confirmation. He was in 
that position. 

J.A.B.: Is it not of the utmost importance for 

us at the beginning of the movement to realize 

that the Lord has called us? Would that not 

sustain us through the enevitable. difficulties? 

F.L.: True. We may consent to doctrine,. but 

when it comes to application, it is often-times 

difficult, and extremely costly. 
Ques.: What is it to experience the Lord’s 

hand as Peter did? 

F.L.: I am sure we have all experienced it. 

Testing and trial come; we turn to the Lord, and 

He gives support, not alone the support of the 

Holy Spirit, but the sense of the personal sup- 

port of the Lord Jesus. As Paul said, “In that 
I now live in the flesh, I live by faith, the faith 

of the Son of God.” The putting forth of the 

hand of the Lord consciously to help and encour- 

age is so definite that difficulties disappear. 

L.L.B.: If we move without the word of the 

Lord, it will end in disaster. If we move with the 

word of the Lord, we will have the sense of His 

support.
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Ques.: What is the boat? 
F.L.: Here it is what the Lord was about to 

abandon—Judaism. When the assembly is gone, 

what answers to the boat will doubtless come into 

evidence again, and the Lord will connect Him- 

self with it, and with the Remnant in it. 

The Scripture in the 15th chapter is still on 
the line of education. As the Master of assem- 
blies, the Lord has His eye on the constructive 

work—what is to be builded together. So He 

brings His disciples across the path of a Canaani- 

tish woman in the parts of Tyre and Sidon. It 

is very suggestive of the-Lord’s necessity to go 

through Samaria. He goes this way, and it is 
to bring His disciples across the pathway of this 

woman—a very testing thing. 

R.M.Y.: What is the test? 

F.L.: The Lord is preparing them (and us) 

for the fact that in this new thing must be 

brought together elements incompatible, contrary 

to nature, which, apart from His operations, it 

would be impossible to bring about. Early in 

His ministry (chapter viii.) the Lord put out His 

hand to a son of Japheth, the centurion. He 

speaks of him in ‘connection with “great faith.” 

Now the Lord brings the disciples into contact 
with this child of Ham, a very severe test. It is 

as though He would say, “In this new sphere of 
living material room must be made for all man- 

kind, the children of Ham and Japheth, as well
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as of Shem; all have to be provided for from 

henceforth.” They are confronted with the neces- 

sity of being worked in with the Canaanitish 

woman. 
W.J.Y.: The same kind of lesson would be am- 

plified later in Peter’s vision. 

F.L.: A young brother yesterday raised the 

question, Why did the Lord say ‘‘Slay and eat?” 

R.M.Y.: Did the Lord slay this woman? 
F.L.: The Lord is bringing into view an order 

of things where He is going to slay all enmity and 

all enemies in the subduing power of grace. 
Everything is assimilated in the power of death. 

Natural lines disappear. 

W.J.Y.: Could you give us a concrete example, 

suitable to ourselves, apart from the question of 

trace? 

F.L.: Social relationships and ranks have no 

place in the assembly. Even natural relationships, 

that of husband and wife, have no place in the 

circle in which we come together as brethren, 

i.e., the assembly circle. Philemon and Onesimus, 

master and slave, become “brethren beloved.” 

Nicodemus would be baptized into the body with 
the woman of Sychar. The Lord has not two 

circles. He has gone out to the sea shore, and 

has nothing less in His heart than all mankind. 

We thus come to a place where things are melted 

down. They speak of America as the great ‘‘melt- 
ing pot,” because people from all nations of the
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world become amalgamated into one nation. One 

can see that the true great melting-pot is the as- 

sembly. 

Ques.: Would you say there were two circles 
in the assembly at Corinth. 

F.L.: In Corinth things were prophetic of what 

has come to pass in Christendom—class distinc- 

tions in the assembly, divisions of rich and poor, 

the giving place to that which is purely natural, 
so that the word is, “It is not to eat the Lord’s 

Supper.” These distinctions. cannot exist in the 
assembly, so one is thankful on the Lord’s Day 
morning to see connections in natural relation- 

ships left at the door, indicative that this is a 

place where the Lord is paramount, and 

“brethren.” So one is happy not to emphasize 
family relationship there. 

Ques.: Do you mean that there should not be 
any pews? 

I.L.: As to places or convenience, and to 

avoid disorder, that is all right, but the preser- 
yation of family distinctions on natural lines in 

the assembly gathering seems out ot place. There 

are but very few occasions when we come to- 

getber in assembly—chiefly the Lord’s Day 

morning. Then it is happy to surrender our- 

selves to the sense of the supremacy of Christ in 

His own assembly, and we as brethren. 

W.B.P.: Do you think husband and wife 

should sit apart?
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F.L.: That is putting it more plainly than I 

did, but we can yield the Lord every evidence of 
supremacy in our thoughts apart from natural 

lines on such an occasion. 
Rem.: We have the one cup. 
F.L.: The one cup indicates that natural dis- 

tinctions are gone. I do not go as with my 

family to the assembly. . 
J.D.: I do not think anyone would question 

that. What do you think about the children be- 

ing separated from their parents? 
F.L.: When young, it is seemly that children 

should be with their parents. One feels as the 
children come to the age of understanding or 
discretion it is good for them, as well as for 
others, that they should recognize the difference 
—that they have not taken such a place in 

separation, and that they might seek grace from 

the Lord that they might be roused up to the re- 
cognition of the position. . 
W.B.P.: I like the thought that the children 

are the property of the assembly. 
F.L.: I heartily endorse that. 

We have been led on to this line by the fact 
that the disciples are to be found in association 

with different kinds of people. The Jews had no 

dealings with the Samaritans. Their only idea 
of dealing with the Canaanitish woman was to 

“send her away.” When little children are 

brought to the Lord Jesus, the disciples rebuked
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them. So the Lord takes all this in hand, and 

prepares us, in the spirit of our minds, for a 

momentous change. They were to step out of 

the boat, and to step into an order of things 

which no individual would have sought on natu- 

ral lines. We have to be prepared for it. 

G.H.McK.: In Matthew we get the Lord’s 
rights.in government. The Canaanites, in the 

government of God, had had a very bad place, 

but here God’s rights were to be exercised in a 

different direction. . 

F.L.: So that the rights of God in view of the 
assembly are about to be exercised in the ways of 

grace. There is now nothing on earth in the 

shape of a man that would be beneath the notice 

of the Lord Jesus, and incapable of finding a 

home in the assembly. 

These movements would suggest that we get 

in connection with Solomon’s house. “The house, 

when it was in building, was built of stone made 

ready before it was brought thither: so that there 

was neither hammer nor axe nor implement of 

iron heard in the house, while it was in build- 

ing.” The application of this in connection with 

the formation of the assembly is very important 

for us. 

J.A.B.: Paul emphasized what you are saying, 

“For there is no difference of Jew and Greek, 

for the same Lord of all is rich towards all that 
call upon Him.” (Romans x, 12). He really
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brings in that which is apart from anything 

natural. He reduced all the differences. 

F.L.: Yes. “Receive ye one another as Christ 

also has received you, to the glory of God.” 

(Rom., xv, 7 N.T.). The day came when Cor- 

nelius received the Holy Spirit. Peter had no 

option; his whole soul went out to him. He must 
receive him, as Christ had received Peter, to the 

glory of God. He could go to Jerusalem and 
justify that fact. In like manner one gets the 

suggestion in Paul sitting down to eat with the 
Philippian jailer in his house. He had prepared 

cruel treatment for Paul, but now they are able 

to eat together. 

W.B.P.: Why did the Lord speak of stone? 

F.L.: Brick is used where there is the up- 
building of man. Man said, “Let us build our- 

selves a city and a tower, the top of which may 

reach to the heavens; and let us make ourselves 

a name.” (Gen. xi. 4). Thy made the brick, and 

used slime or asphalt for mortar. Stone is not 

an artificial thing, but created. Man could not 

create stone. He could make brick. Creatorially, 

every man is stone, That is, he is not an artifi- 
cial, but a created, being. When the power of life 

comes in in new creation, then the stone becomes 

a “living stone.” The Lord could say, “The very 

stones would cry out.” John Baptist could say, 
“God is able of these stones to raise up children 

to Abraham.” It helps us to see the distinction
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between brick, which is artificial and man-made, 

and stone, which is created, and “living stone,” 

which is really the product of new creation. What 

we have here in this connection:is that the stones 

are moveable. They are capable of being ad- 
justed into place. 

Ques.: How do you distinguish between rock 

and stone? 

F.L.: “On this Rock I will build my assembly.” 

The Rock is Christ. It is imperishable.. The 

stones are what are of His order. 

W.B.P.: The Rock is impregnable. 

F.L.: One was wondering whether we have a 

sufficient apprehension as to these implements 

of iron—the hammer, the axe, and the: imple- 

ments of iron. From one’s own observation, we 

are fairly handy with some of these things, yet 
it would seem clear that the Lord does not admit 
our right to use either the hammer, the axe, or 

the implement of iron in relation to each other. 

I think we do it. 
Ques.: How are the stones shaped? 

F.L.: That implies divine work, which has 

separated them from the mass. Then there is 

movement. We must remember that living stones 
are men and women, people who have feelings, 

capable of being hurt with pain, turned aside and 

stumbled. So that what we see here is adjust- 

ment to each other. The hammer implies vio- 

lence, the axe effects cleavage or division, the
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implements of iron are hard and cold. Jacob 

could: say of Reuben and Simeon, that imple- 

ments of cruelty were in their habitation. One 

has to be very concerned as to what place we 
give to the hammer, axe, and implements of iron 

amongst us. 

W.J.Y.: Do you infer that these are for divine 

use, and not for our use? 

F.L.: Yes. The idea of “assembly” is drawing 
in Closely: together; hence the hammer, axe, and 

implements of iron are not suitable. 

Ques.: They should not come in to the as- 

sembly? 

F.L.: In their use there is implied compulsion ; 

the Lord moves on lines of attraction. As we 

draw out of the mass into the centre we get 

closer and closer into contact. The character of 

an assembly depends upon its centre. If the 

Centre is not Christ, then an assembly is de- 

structive. In the process of drawing in, receiv- 

ing one another as Christ has received us, the 

idea of rough handling of one another, hard 

speaking, the use of strong terms, are greatly on 

the line of the hammer, and sometimes we are to 

blame. Jude reminds us in this connection that 
the archangel went no farther than, “The Lord 

rebuke thee.” It were well if as a company we 
did not use harder expressions than “The Lord 

rebuke thee.” The hammer is a terrible instru- 

ment.
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J.Z.M.: When the Samaritan brought the man 

to the inn, he said, “Take care of him.” 

F.L.: That is good. With regard to the axe, 

cleavage is suggested. Something comes in 

which provokes jealousy, or ill-feeling, or a feel- 
ing of not receiving proper treatment. This is 

easy to arise, and has caused much trouble in the 

House of God, by setting up party spirit. It may 

be amongst two or three, and out of that small 

number there may come great cleavage in the 

House of God. That is not to be admitted. We 

must not use the axe. The principle of cleavage, 
or anything that is contrary to the divine nature, 

should have no place. The implement of iron is 

cold, hard, merciless, like the servant who took 
his fellow-servant by the throat, and said, “Pay 

me that thou owest.” It was cruelty. 
Thus we notice the movements of the living 

stones toward their eventual places in this new 
vessel of testimony, and the Lord bringing under 

our eyes these educational points, to show how 

He does things. 

J.D.U.: It is sad that that spirit is sometimes 

brought in by standing for a divine principle. 

F.L.: It is true. Much trouble amongst us has 

been caused by doing right things in a wrong way 

and with a wrong spirit. In doing these right 

things, implements of iron have been used. 

J.D.U.: Everything that brings in division is 
abominable to the Lord. 

FUL: We do well to remernbe > (iat,
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The Assembly 

Monday Afternoon, 18th April, 1927. 

Matthew, xv., 29 to-end; xvi, 13-20. 

F.L.: We have been on the line of the assembly; 

that which God in divine wisdom and resource 
brings in as the adequate vessel of testimony to 

care for all His interests, to be the sphere of His. 

productive and reproductive work, to ensure that 

things shall be properly secured so long as the 

assembly is here upon earth. We followed that 
line from the 11th chapter up to this point, until, 

in the 16th chapter, we get the climax—the ves- 

sel of administration itself. Preparatory to that 
it has been mainly on instructive, educational 

and disciplinary lines. We have the two feel- 

ings of the multitude embraced in the scope of 
these Scriptures, and which have their setting in 

connection with this line of things. 
W.J.Y.: What is the difference between the 

two occasions? 

F.L.: I express it by way of suggestion only, 

that on the first occasion it was more the per- 
sonal ministry of Christ, with the foundation 
work of His apostles, This was characterised by 

the twelve baskets of fragments—what was car- 

ried over from the personal ministry of Christ 

with His disciples into this day of the Spirit,
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ministered to us through the Gospels particu- 

larly. The second feeding of the multitude sug- 

gests more the character of things provided for 

and carried on in this present day, so that the 
line of what is heavenly is characteristic of it, 

and what is carried over would be for the bless- 
ing and encouragement. of the remnant, our 
brethren who follow us in the great tribulation. 
T suggest that. 

J.A.B.: Why did they question His ability, 
after having had such an exhibition of what He 

could do? 
F.L.: We were saying that the fact was that 

as yet, they were not in possession of the Holy 

Spirit. But do you not think it is just what we 

find in ourselves? How many times we have 
the same lesson driven home on us, either by dis- 

cipline, or sickness, or in the way of ministry, 

and yet we come back to the need of it again and 
again! So that as Isaiah suggests, it is “line upon 

line, precept upon precept,” here a little, there 

a little. They had it, but it had to be driven home. 
J.D.: It shows pretty clearly that the disciples 

under the hand of the Lord did not respond very 
freely. 

F.L.: But they had made a little advance, be- 
cause this time they do mot say, “Dismiss the 

crowd.” There is a three-day period, and the 

movement comes from the Lord’s side. On the 
previous occasion the movement came from the
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disciples’ side. It was they who, anxious and 

concerned, came to the Lord and said, “Dismiss 

the crowd.” Now they have learned, so that they 
wait for His movement. 

J.D.: I was thinking of the passage we did not 
read at the beginning of chapter xvi. They seem 

to have misunderstood the Lord. 

F.L.: How patient the Lord ist How grac- 
iously He goes over all, until He says, “How do 
ye not understand?” 

J.N.B.: Paul is the same. (Phil. iii, 1). “To 

write the same things to you, to me is not irk- 
some, and to you safe.” 

E.T.: The multitude were going without their 
own comforts for three days. 

F.L.: It would seem suggestive that they were 
prepared to take up the whole period, a resur- 

rection period, in which the Lord encourages in 

the wilderness. It falls in with the line of things 
that the Lord has established us with, that which 

is fully competent to carry through under all 

conditions. We cas stay the time out. “The 
Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, into 

the patience of the Christ” is the attitude in 
which we are set here now. 

W.J.Y.: I was going to suggest that perhaps 

the two feedings of the multitude might present 

to us that the question of food supply is of im- 
mense importance in connection with the things 

of God.
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F.L.: Quite so; so that the occasion of carry- 

ing over the twelve baskets would give the 
thought that the three days’ period is amply fur- 

nished with food for us, and one has no doubt 

that what is being stored from us at the present 

time, in the way of the Lord’s maintenance, will 

be carried over and taken up by our brethren 
left in time to come, the remnant. They will 
be nourished and fed, as well as obtain guidance. 

J.D.U.: Do you think, then, that they will 

actually benefit by ministry. we are receiving to- 
day? 

F.L.: I do not doubt it. We get the idea in 

Saul of Tarsus, who had a zeal for God, but not 

according to knowledge. By the medium of a 
light above the brightness of the sun, suddenly 
he was carried into the fulness of all that the 

Lord had provided in the twelve. It was a sov- 

ereign and instantaneous work, suggestive that, 
when the assembly leaves the earth, there will be 

left the proofs of the Lord’s ministry, which 
will be immediately available in the character- 

istics which have shone out in the assembly, as 
for Saul, these characteristics shone out in 

Stephen. Thus the relation of what is of a 

heavenly character here and now, but which is 

then removed to heaven, will have left its in- 

fluence upon the earth, as Stephen would leave 

an impression of the spirit of the Lord Jesus 

upon Saul, an impression which would abide with 

Paul for ever.
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J.D.U.: It means, then, that the measure in 

which we respond to the ministry to-day will be 
a help to the remnant in that coming day. 

F.L.: That is very important. The light which 

we have will, as the baskets of fragments, be 

carried over. 

J.A.B.: It will be developed in their knowledge 

of the power and the ability of the Lord to meet 
their situation. Why does that precede the for- 
mation of the assembly? 

F.L.: We are moving on two lines. On one 

line is the formation of the saints under the hand 

of the Lord; but on another line (what we might 

call a prophetic line), there is a movement to 

what is the end of that order of things that the 

Lord is bringing to pass. Really, here we have 

come to the end of the prophetical teaching of 

chapter xiii. In mystery, the Lord shows the 

whole current of time up to the world to come, 

so that in these chapters we have the whole of 

that period brought under review, while, at the 

same time, there is the individual formation of 

living stones. 
J.D.U.:Do you think there is an over-lapping 

period, and in the over-lapping period we will, in 

measure at least, be put to some of the tests that 

will come on them? In that way are the frag- 

ments carried over? 

F.L.: It would appear that in large measure 

the character of the over-lapping has already
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come into view in the nature of what we might 

call a rehearsal. Take the crisis of the great 
world war. In essence, all that will eventually 
come up as a test to those who follow us has al- 

ready come up in pattern, so that the various 

problems which will concern them in their day 
have already been met by the Lord in ways won- 

derful in wisdom and support. All that is a mat- 

ter of spiritual history recorded, which will be 

available to those who follow us. 

J.D.U.: One asks the question because a query 

naturally arises, How will they benefit if we are 

all gone? 

F.L.: One might ask the question—How have 

we benefited by the experience of the remnant 
returning from Babylon? It has been trans- 
mitted to us through the Scriptures, from Ezra 

to Malachi. 

Rem.: We have the Scriptures. 
F.L.: So will they have, and beyond the Scrip- 

tures it has pleased God that there should be re- 
cords, imprints of the ways of God with His 
people, right through up to the end of this period. 

J.D.U.: So that the measure in which we stand 

against the world influences, will be a help to 
those who have to stand against the marks of the 

beast. 

I.L.: In this manner Stephen and Saul are 

given to us as examples. In the deepest measure 

the spirit of Christ was imprinted upon Stephen.
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His face shone as the face of an angel. Under the 

very pressure of death he breathed out the at- 
mosphere of the love of God in Christ; that was 

was not lost. It profoundly affected Saul, be- 

coming Paul, he would always carry that in 

memory. He never could forget the face of 

Stephen, nor his words. Therein we get a pat- 

tern of impressions of Christ wrought in the as- 

sembly. There will be many left. on earth to 

whom the hand of God will turn, who have actu- 

ally known Christian people, in spirit like to 

Christ. They will have known such people in 

all parts of the world. The over-lapping will 

actually have existed. 

j.D.: We must not forget that God will be 
working in the Remnant at the same time as with 
the people of God, that comprise the Church. 

This over-lapping will be identical, although one 

would be heavenly people, and the other earthly 

people, and I should judge from the over-lap- 
ping, when you get the transition from the one to 

the other, the work of God went on all through. 

F.L.: It is possible the thing is in progress 

now. One hears of orthodox Jews, whi are ask- 
ing serious questions. At-present they have no 

love for Christ as the Messiah, but there will 

come a burst of light to them when they, like 
Saul, say, ‘Who art Thou, Lord?” and they get 
the answer, “I am Jesus.” Then they will be at 
the Lord’s disposal, as was Saul, and will be pre-
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pared to say, “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to 
do?” That will be the remnant. 

J.D.: I suppose before the. Lord comes there 

will have been a work of God with the ‘people, 

that it would appear as though there were repent- 

ance wrought with the remnant. For instance, 

Isaiah liii, and Psalm cxxx. They will pour out 
their heart in repentance towards God. 

F.L.: Yes—a great work. Doubtless what. will 

be seen from heaven will be a swift, sovereign 

work of God akin to that of the Lord’s meeting 
with Saul, and a-response that will be instantane- 

ous. Light will pour into the souls of these men. 

They will recognize at once the truth of the 
whole thing, and they will become the conscious 

links with that which yesterday they knew upon 

earth as a body of Christian people which has 

gone. : 

J.D.U.: I think it puts great responsibility on 

us who have the light. 

F.L.: One is strongly impressed with the 
thought that what is being wrought among the 

people of God is intended for transmission, for 
help and support, and for the continuance of the 
link in the testimony when the Church has gone 

up, because the testimony continues to the thresh- 

hold. of the world to come. 

F L.: What is left over is all to be utilised, so 

that if we have enjoyed what is left over from 
the personal ministry of the Lord and the twelve
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baskets, the seven baskets are transmitted from 

the heavenly company .for those who are suc- 

ceeding the present Christian company on earth. 

R.G.D.: Some think the: remnant will break 

bread. 

F.L.: That would appear to be so, according 
to the Gospels. If we take the three Gospels 
alone, we might almost question if the breaking 

of bread was intended for the Christian com- 
pany. The setting is strongly Jewish, and for the 
remnant. It is for the Lord’s absence, the pre- 

sentation of the precious love of Christ for those 

here on earth, to secure the privilege of calling 

Him to mind, which will be for the consolation of 

the remnant, surely, in their day. In Corinth- 

ians we get our own Christian setting, delivered 
to us through our own Apostle. The Supper be- 

ing a personal touch, responsive to the Lord 

Himself from those under reproach and in pres- 

sure during His absence, we should be delighted 
to think that the remnant will be in that. 

W.J.Y.: You have spoken of a sudden burst of 

light «ch as came to Paul. The present judi- 

cial blindness will be removed when the Church 

is gone. 

!.. Conscientious, orthodox Jewish people, 

as known to-day, are those most opposed to the 

Tard a» Messiah, and they will probably form 

the material, like Saul of Tarsus, to whom the 

Lord will reveal Himself. A glory light from
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heaven will burst on their souls. “Lord, what 

wilt Thou have me to do?” That is the way in 
which the remnant will take up His work, their 

blindness gone. 

A.H.C.: “Which vail is done away in Christ.” 

(2 Cor. ‘iii., 14.). 

F.L.: That is so. A vail rests upon their 
hearts. For us there is no vail on the Lord Jesus 

Christ as there was on the face of Moses, but 

there is a vail on the heart of the Jew. When 

the vail is taken away, there is a recognition. 
They say, “It is the Lord.” We get the idea in 

John xxi., when Peter, with the disciples, goes 

fishing. They see One at the dawn of the morn- 
ing, who calls them “Children.” They say “It 

is the Lord.” There is mutual recognition. Now 
then, they are in a place where they can bring 

their tribute. Out of the sea of nations they 

bring a representative of every family of men to 

the feet of Jesus. 

W.B.P.: There are a few Jews being converted 
to-day. 

F.L.: There must be—always have been. Not 

only Jews, but Israelites from all the twelve 

tribes, in accordance with the faithfulness of God 

in His promise to Abraham. 

J.L.: What is the Lord’s coming referred to 

in I Cor. xi.? 
F.L.: It is the rapture, I think. “Ye do show 

the Jord’s death till He come.” This word comes
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in in connection with the revival of the truth of 

the Supper as we have it to-day, and will doubt- 

less hold good in its spirit for the remnant in 
their day, who will wait the manifestation of the 

Lord. 

J.A.B.: So that not only do we advance in 

sympathy with the Lord, but advance in intelli- 

gence as to all that is coming in. 

_J.N.B.: How will the remnant understand 
what has been in the assembly? 

F.L.: The remnant will be unable to under- 
stand or interpret apart from the light which is 
from heaven. “At midday, O King, I saw in the 
way a light from heaven above the brightness of 

the sun.” This is what they will see, and then 
they will turn in spirit to the language of Zecha- 

riah—“One shall say unto Him, What are these 

wounds in Thine hands? Then He shall answer, 

Those with which I was wounded in the house of 
My friends.” A most touching recognition, 

J.N.B.: “God is the Lord, which hath showed 

us the light.” (Ps. cxviii., 27). 

F.L.: The effect of the light upon this com- 
pany of godly Jews will be to intensify persecu- 

tion to them. 

J.D.: Does not what we have been saying tend 
to show that as there was a prepared circle to 

receive the Lord when He came the first time, 

so there will be the second time?
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Ques.: Will these be the ones who believe the 
everlasting gospel? 

F.L.: They will be the fruit of the preaching. 
So in Rev. vii, the twelve tribes are brought in as 

a tribute to the Lord in their sealed companies. 
But beyond that, all the nations of the earth fur- 

nish a host innumerable, product of the ever- 
lasting gospel, which will be the work of the 

remnant and their converts. 

W.J.Y.: What about the assembly in chapter 

XVi? 
J.D.: Perhaps you would tell us how what we 

have had told us of the ways of God in dealing 
with His people, in educating and instructing 
them, leads us up to the assembly in chapter xvi. 

F.L.: Up to the point where we have been, the 
Lord has been on educational and prophetic lines, 
prior to bringing into view the foundation, and 

the constructive work which He would put upon 
that foundation, the assembly. He comes now 

to what is the whole centre of the mind of God 
throughout this day of the Spirit, the assembly. 
In view of the character of the company we have 
here, I think the older ones amongst us can well 

afford to be patient if we take a very simple line 
for the help of those amongst us who do not mix 

in the larger meetings so much, and who are in 

places of isolation. We see that the pattern of 
everything we have is first established in the 

heavenlies in the purpose of God, so that every-
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thing which follows is the product of what is in 
the divine mind. The assembly, according to the 
purpose of God, is seen before the foundation of 

the world, perfect, as the vessel of glory for God, 
throughout eternity. Then the Lord from that 
takes the conception of the assembly to express 

what is established as the administrative vessel 

here upon earth. 

A.L.M.: Do we not need to look backward and 

forward? 

F.L.: Yes. We might take the figure of some 
great building, St. Paul’s Cathedral, for in- 
stance. That first existed in the mind of the 

architect before stones were brought together, 

or work begun to put them together. This is 

what we get in Ephesians regarding the assembly. 
It is complete in the mind of God, and the perfec- 

tion of the thing is set out in the divine design. 

W.J.Y.: You used the expression “patterned 

on what is in heaven.” Do you mean in the mind 

of God? 

F.L.: Yes. Moses does not tell us what there 

was in heaven beyond the pattern of the taber- 
nacle and its furnishings, as he received it from 

the Lord. In like manner, David transmits the 

design to Solomon according to the pattern that 

God had given him, Hence if we see an actual 

administrative vessel upon earth, it is the evi- 

dence of what exists in the purpose of God from
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all eternity, and which abides through all etern- 
ity. 

Another thought as to what is on earth being 

patterned according to what is in heaven—In 

2 Thess. ii., 1, the Apostle beseeches by “our 

gathering together unto Him.” That is a 

supreme presentation, for it suggests the catching 

away from the earth of everything that has ever 

been on it that has belonged to God, in their re- 
spective families, from Abel to the day of the 

rapture, in one vast glorious assemblage. But 

then the Lord uses language almost identical— 

“For where two or three are gathered together 

in My name,” so that the smallest possible as- 

semblage is patterned in the same language as the 

greatest possible assemblage. 

J.A.B.: So that in the vision of your soul you 

are not occupied with what is existent on the 

earth at present. 

F.L.: We are carried into a realm of things 

extremely great, but the thing is worked out from 

that. If we receive light from the assembly ac- 

cording to Ephesians, it is all one body, with 

Christ as the Centre. Now we come to Matthew 

xvi, a second presentation of the assembly, which 

is not according to eternal purpose, but is set up 
for provisional uses, that the Lord will make of 

His people here on earth until the Rapture, and 

which therefore consists of those of the Lord’s 

people who are on earth at any one moment of
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time, and which furnishes the habitation of the 

Spirit. 
J.N.B.: Where is that view indicated in this 

chapter? 

F.L.: We gather it from the whole scope of the 

Gospel of Matthew, which is the Gospel of ad- 
ministration, the rule of heaven. The only Gos- 
pel that mentions the assembly as being available 
in this manner for God is Matthew. 

J.N.B.: Matthew is where we get rule. 

F.L. : Yes, and the taking care of things which 

must be cared for in the interests of God. 
J.N.B.: It is dispensational. 

F.L.: It is dispensational as connected with 

what is provisional, and for a time only—that is, 

this day of the Spirit. 

J.D.: Would you explain why you limit this 

thought of the assembly to the 16th chapter? 

F.L.: The assembly is mentioned both in the 
16th and 18th chapters; in the chapter before us, 
as material which the Lord possesses on earth at 

any time to take care of the interests of God, the 

Church is in a provisional, not eternal, aspect; 

and in the 18th chapter, as to the adjustment to- 

gether of the material which composes it. 

W.J.Y.: Do you suggest that unless we have 

the vision of the eternal purpose of God, we can- 
not enter into the mind of God? 

F.L.: That is so. We see from the 18th chap- 

ter the assembly not on the side of purpose, but
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on the grounds of responsibility, which thus con- 
nects itself with time and administration. There 

the assembly is inseparably connected with the 
kingdom, 'so that with the light of the assembly 
comes in the support of the kingdom. 

J.S.T.: Does the provisional view of the as- 
sembly answer to the provisional session of the 
Lord Jesus Christ at the right hand of God? 

F.L.: Yes, only the session of the Lord Jesus 

at the right hand of God goes on until He comes 

to take up rule.. That is even after the rapture. 

J.D.:I rather thought that the kingdom gives 

you the idea of administration; that the Lord 

announces as to His Church, that He is going to 
build on the rock, the confession that Peter had 

made; and that therefore it must include in some 

way or another the whole Church of God, not 

merely those on earth at any particular time. 

F.L.: It is provisional in this way, that respon- 

sibility is linked with it in chapter xviii., and the 
whole setting of its introduction in Matthew is 

to take up what Israel must relinquish. Therefore 

the aspect in Matthew is all that which lives to 

God at any moment of time upon earth. The 
thing is in process of building. “T will build My 

assembly,” the Lord says. So that at any 
moment the Holy Spirit has a sphere of things 

which consists of everything that lives for God 
at that time.
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J.A.B.: That is subject to the assaults of the 

enemy. 
F.L.: “The gates of Hades shall not prevail 

against it.” There is need for vigilant watching, 

for there is trouble that comes from within, as 

well as from without. The 18th chapter very 
clearly indicates that you are on the line of re- 

sponsibility. 

W.J.Y.: You could not apply these thoughts to 

the Church according to the eternal purpose? 

F.L.: Not in Matthew. "It is that aspect of the 
assembly which is existing at any period of time. 

We can readily see that the gates of hell, which 

embrace death and the grave, are assaulting it 
all the time, but as soon as the Lord removes any 

of His own, there are others being brought in, 
so that vitality never: diminishes, but ever in- 

creases. 
J.A.B.: Why does the Lord present Himself 

as a challenge before He gives this teaching? The 

Lord asks, “Whom do men say that I am?” 

I.L,: We have to see the movements of the 

Lord. He came into the parts of Caesarea 

Philippi. This new thing was not opened by 
the Lord in Judea, so that its character is made 

evident by the position which the Lord takes to 

bring out the revelation. He goes to a border 

line; He does not go into Gentile territory, nor 

does He remain in Jewish territory. He is on the 

border line between the two, expressive of the
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fact that what is now coming in is something 
which will embrace both Jew and Gentile, and 

coming into which they cease to be either Jew or 

Gentile. 

W.J.Y.: I have an impression many of us have 

allowed the thought that the Church upon earth 
has been overthrown or abandoned to the power 

of the enemy, and that this Scripture is true of 

the Church in heaven. ~ 

F.L.: Perhaps you would emphasize it a little 

more, to correct that idea. 

W.J.Y.: It is very important for us to get hold 

of what you are bringing before us, that this is 

true of the Church even in days of brokenness. 

F.L.: So that what characterizes it is the 
energy of life. He leads them to this place; then 

He turns on them in this position and says, 

“Whom do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” 
Now, here is this new generation of wisdom’s 

children, doers of the will of His Father in 

heaven. What have they to say? Peter answers, 

“Thou are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

There is great emphasis on Him as the living 
God. Henceforth, there is to be an organism on 

earth, established by the building of Christ Him- 
self, which shall continue in undiminished vigour 

and the energy of life until the time comes when 

the Lord removes it to heaven, 

J.N.B.: It is very remarkable that Peter, in his 

answer, goes beyond the Lord’s question. He
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spoke of Himself as the Son of Man, but Peter 

goes beyond that. ; 
F.L.: So we see the Lord puts His question ina 

form that would draw him out, just as in Johni, 
He says, “What seek ye?” and their answer 
goes beyond that, “Lord, where dwellest Thou?” 

So that the Lord presents Himself as Son of 

Man, and in doing so draws from Peter that 

which the Father Himself has made it His con- 

cern to lodge in his mind and heart—“Thou are 

the Christ, the Son of the living God.”. The Lord 

then answers, “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar- 

jona.” How momentous! What deep. import 
this was to heaven, that the . Father had im- 

planted in. Peter the light of the glory of His 

Son, which should be in itself the supporting 
power which would carry the Church right 

through ! 7 
C.B.: Would you mind explaining where that 

aspect of the assembly comes in that is spoken 
of in 1 Cor. iii, as against that view you have 

spoken of now, the Church as the House of God, 
the assembly against which the gates of hell shall 

not prevail? Paul spoke of a building there that 

man has a hand in. ‘As a wise master-builder, 

I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth 

thereon.” Where is that to-day? 
F.L.: I do not know whether there are be- 

lievers in Corinth to-day or not. That is local, 
in Corinth.
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C.B.: Would it not go beyond that? 

F.L.: That is another line of things altogether. 

It is a question of the work that Paul himself 
had brought in to Corinth. The salient thing 

here is the glory of the Son of the living God as 
the Christ, therefore, the displacer of Adam, the 

Head of every man, the second Man out of 

heaven. The Lord takes that up—‘“On this Rock 

I will build my assembly.” 
J.A.B.: There is no change or alteration in the 

Rock, although there are different phases in the 

history of the Church on earth. 

F.L.: What one has to look for is the false 

material which, by the building of man, has been 

thrown around the true, vital work of God, which 

has been and remains both imperishable and im- 
pregnable. It is established in life, in the Son of 

the living God. 

A.H.C.: In view of the assembly seen in Mat- 

thew, do you get the Apostle saying, “Christ 

loved the Church and sanctified it?” 

F.L.: I do not think so. That refers to eternal 

purpose. 
A.H.C.: I was wondering how washing came 

into eternal purpose? 

F.L.: When He came to take up what was 

given in eternal purpose, it was found in connec- 

tion with sin. He takes up the question of sin 

and clears it. “Therefore doth My Father love 

me, because I lay down My life, that I might take
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it again.” It is that aspect of the death of 

Christ. 

H.C.: Notwithstanding all that man has been 

doing, and has been going on with, His work 
proceeds. 

F.L.: So that if you look you see things held 

secure. For instance, the Scriptures have not 

perished. The ingathering of souls has gone on 

for 1900 years. If you look at the privilege and 

liberty of the assembly, that is maintained. There 

is still salt om the earth to preserve. There is 

still the light of the world maintained here. The 

gates of hell have not aided, but assailed, these 

things. The ministration of life into the as- 

sembly, generation after generation, has gone on, 

and they have seen to it that every proper inter- 

est of God is preserved imperishable. Everything 

depended upon that Person. 

Ques.: When does a believer come into the 

truth of the Church? 

F.L.: One is regretful in regard to a large 

number of believers that so far as we are con- 

scious of them, they reach only as far as forgive- 

ness of their sins. They have but little con- 

sciousness of contact with Christ as the Son of 
the living God, or of the work of the Holy Spirit 

by which they reach into the assembly position. 

So that while they are of the assembly, with 

many they do not know it. This is largely due
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to the construction of artificial churches in 
Christendom, a most damaging thing. 

J.D.U.: So it depends upon the Person. 
Would you tell us more about the meaning of the 

Christ? 

F.L.: It is not merely a Jewish conception of 

the Christ. It is a revelation of the Father. The 

name of the Christ therefore embraces the ful- 

ness of His Person in that respect. As such, He 

is the last Adam, the quickening Spirit, the Sec- 
ond Man out of heaven, the Head of every man, 

the anointed Messiah, the Head over all things, 

of principalities and powers, as well as Head of 

the assembly. All that is connected with the 

Name of Christ. Then the “Son of the living 

God” would carry us further to the fruition of 
the purpose of God, which really is Sonship. The 

introduction of the word “living” is doubtless to 
offset the fact that Israel, and everything else 

that man has set up, goes down in decay. Here 

is something which ever lives. Saints may fall 
asleep, may go to be with the Lord, but they are 

not dead. Others are brought in. They come 

in as living material. It is always a living sys- 

tem, 

A.H.C.: Would you say it is “living God” in 

contrast with all other gods? 
F.L.: It would be in contrast to every other 

conception, for all else ends in decay. 

J.D.: Would you connect up Romans i, 4—
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“marked out Son of God in power, according to 

the Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of dead?” 

F.L.: That is very helpful. 

J.D.: The reference here to the “living God” 

brings in the thought of resurrection in connec- 

tion with the Lord. 

F.L.: Before we separate, could we have a lit- 

tle clearer outline in our minds as to the assembly 

that shall furnish a practical foothold and sup- 

port to us in the places where we are in our little 

companies few in number. If we get the first 

sight of the assembly according to the purpose of 

God, then this further great thought of what is 

maintained upon earth in its entirety, which the 
Holy Spirit uses, living and imperishable, then I 

think we can all of us see what is in mind when 

the Spirit of God speaks of the assembly in any 

locality. For instance, “the church of God 

which is in Corinth.” This and other passages 

clearly localize the idea of the assembly to local- 

ities. Thereby it brings it home to almost every 
one of us, because we live somewhere in Chris- 

tian lands, where there are other Christians. We 

need to grasp that the sum total of all that lives 

to God in Melbourne, for instance, at any one 

moment, constitutes the church of God in that 

place. Thus it takes shape in our minds. The 

Lord said to Paul, “I have much people in this 
place.” They constituted the assembly of God in
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the place, and such people constitute the assembly 
in the place where we live. 

W.J.Y.: Would you suggest that that is just as 
indestructible as what we have in this chapter? 

F.L.: Not in this sense. The Lord might be 
pleased to have a company in a place, say Gis- 

borne, but then he might dry up what is of Him- 
self in that town. There used to be a meeting in 

a mining town where I was recently. The place 

is now deserted. The assembly in that place is 
now gone. 

W.J.Y.: It is not overcome by the gates of 
hell? 

F.L.: The material which was there lives in the 
Church universal, but its locality is moved. Thus 

we have reached three conceptions scripturally 
of the assembly; the assembly according to 
eternal purpose; the assembly as we get it in 

Matthew xvi., connected with responsibility and 
time; and the assembly found in any one place 

where there are believers. That brings it home 
very close to us all. Now there is the fourth 

point of view—all on the same line, and that is in 

principle “where two or three are gathered to- 

gether in my name there am I, in the midst.” The 
Lord gives assembly privileges to those who have 
assembly light, and who clear themselves of that 

which is lawless and corrupt, who are not in as- 

sociations which nullify the truth of the one as- 
sembly in the place. Two or three thus gathered
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may enjoy the privileges of assembly light, while 
distinctly conscious that. they are not the as- 

sembly in the place, but of it: 

J.D.U.: It gives us a very responsible position 

in each place, if we have that light, and realize 

that there are many others of that company who 

are not actually in the light of the assembly. 
F.L.: It is full of responsibility, and full of 

privilege; and one would like to emphasize that 
even as of the assembly according to purpose, 

there is one Centre—Christ—so of the assembly 

on earth at any one time there is one Centre— 

Christ; and as in any one locality (as, for in- 

stance, Melbourne) there is one Centre—Christ, 

so where two or three are gathered together— 

“there am I in the midst.” There may be many 

circles, but any circle is false which has not 

Christ as its Centre. 
A.L.M.: Would you say it is essential to have 

the first vision of the assembly according to pur- 
pose,.in order to have the succeeding ones? 

F.L.: It seems to work that way. In divine 

teaching, things work down from the greatest to 

the least. The right way to understand two or 
three gathered together is to have a hold in our 
hearts of what there exists according to purpose. 

With this it. becomes a necessity that we cannot 
be identified with any circle which conflicts with 
it. We can only be in relation to a circle which 

is identifiable with Christ alone as the Head.
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The Glory 

Monday Evening, 18th April, 1927. 

Matthew xvi., 28: xvii., 1-8. 

The mountain mentioned was a high mountain, 

apart. Peter, in the reverential and affectionate 

memory of it, calls it “the holy mountain.” The 
plain. lay below, and in that plain there were 

conditions, adverse conditions; in the plain at 

the foot of the mountain there was the spirit of 

murder. Elias, in the person of John Baptist, 

had come, forerunner of the Lord, and they had 

done unto him what they would, their worst. 

They had murdered an innocent and a righteous 

man, who had but stood for the will of God, and 

the spirit of murder was still there in that plain. 

The Lord said, “Thus also the Son of Man is 

about to suffer from them” (verse 12 N.T.). In 
that plain was the spirit of unbelief. It was the 

sphere of Satanic working, for evil spirits pos- 

sessed men in that plain. The effects of sin, ter- 

rible in their consequences, were there, and faith 

was lacking. The Lord said, “Oh, unbelieving 
and perverted generation.” In these varied as- 

pects, that plain is this present evil world. These
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elements that lay at the foot of the high moun- 

tain are elements in the midst of which we have 

to pick and select our companionships and asso- 
ciations, receive our education, make choice of 

our life partners, discern between right and 

wrong, good and evil. 
We have been occupied in the last three or 

four days with the will of God, to the effect that 
those who do it maintain here in this “plain” 

both His rights and His pleasure, and we have 
observed how the Lord Himself has handled the 

varied situations which arose. He has taken in 
hand this one and that one of His disciples, whom 

He has touched in the power of life even as He 

touches us, saying in effect, “You have your 

pathway in that plain, you ‘have had the touch of 

My education, you have seen how things are 

done.” The Lord has put us face to face, not only 

with the weakness of the world, but also with its 

anguish, its pressures, its sorrows, its agonizing 

cries. We have followed the manner in which 

He brings things up to a climax, until He de- 

posits all the fruit of life in the one vessel of 

testimony which He calls “My assembly,” where 
the light and the goodness of God, and every 

beneficent feature of heaven, are brought down 
and held upon earth to be available to men. The 

Lord has brought us to that point. Following 

this immediately, the one overlapping the other, 

the Lord takes the keys and hands them over to
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Peter, saying, “I will give to thee the keys of the 

kingdom of the heavens” (Matt. xvi., 19). 

In this manner the Lord expresses that the as- 

sembly on earth is not a body separate and inde- 
pendent of other functions of divine administra- 
tion; all are interlocked. Instantly upon that, the 

Lord takes His disciples and says, “Verily I say 

unto you, there are some of those standing here 

that shall not taste of death at all until they shall 

have seen the Son of Man coming in His king- 

dom.” The Gospel of Mark adds the significant 
words “with power.’ We need that idea of 

power; we are familiar enough with the idea of 

weakness. Discouragement is a frequent visitant 

to our neighbourhood; the sense of isolation, 
fewness, weakness, these things come uninvited, 

and they oftentimes outstay their welcome. We 

need the sense of power. It is a rare thing to 

find a man who does not like power. Man likes 

to be able to sway and control things. It is in- 

herent in most of us. But it is another thing that 
we should be put under the holy light of power 
which belongs to heaven, definitely committed to 

the support and the maintenance of what is of 

God here upon earth, efficient to repel and keep 
in abeyance all the power of the enemy. 

Now the Lord exercises that power. The 

kingdom of God comes with power. We are told 

that the kingdom of God is not meat and drink. 

Such material things do occupy an uncommon



88 

place with us; if we took out all the time which 

we occupy in dress and eating, we should find 
there is an enormous amount of free time to be 

utilised in other ways; hence we are reminded in 

that quiet, significant way that the kingdom of 
God is “not meat and drink, but that it is right- 
eousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 

(Rom. xiv., 17). There is something worth con- 

sidering in the fact that there is established an 

order of things, in power, adequate to provide 

righteousness, peace and joy, in the face of con- 

ditions upon which we have dwelling as prevail- 
ing on the plain. There must be power back of 
that, we would all agree. Doctrine is apt to pre- 

sent itself as an abstract thing. One’s mind 

admits the rightness of it, but our God knows full 

well that what really holds is that which is ex- 

pressed ina man. The thing is seen in the world, 

but in a false glamour as to what is really glory. 
Take, for instance, such an one as Napoleon, he 

was a man. He could drive his way from one 

side of Europe to another, leaving a wide swath 
of blood behind him, himself mounting a pinnacle 

above all earthly power, every eye looking up to 

him. Besides his martial genius, he could give 

laws, good ones too. Men understand and pay 

homage to what is thus expressed in a man, al- 

though such characteristics are summed up by 
the Spirit of God as “the beast.” 

Now God understands what is capable of be-
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ing expressed in @ man. Hence in the perfection 

of divine goodness and wisdom, He brings to us 
His thoughts of glory,—the supreme Man. He 

has descended into the lowest parts of the world, 

in order that He may ascend up above all the 

heavens, and fill all things. Thus God causes 
everything for us to rest in one blessed Man— 

all divine teaching, the fulfilment of every divine 

thought, the light of every divine precept. All 

these things centre in and come out from Christ. 

We have a deepened sense in our souls of the 
goodness of God, that He has opened our eyes 

to see everything, whether in heaven or on earth, 

to centre in one Man, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We are reminded in what is before us how this 

concentration of power in one Man works. It 

is autocratic, and therefore, impossible for God 

except it be in the perfect Man. 

The Lord had finished His teaching as to the 

assembly for the time being. He resumes it later 

on from another viewpoint in chapter xviii. Then 

He looks around upon those who were with Him, 

as though He would take account of them in 

their weakness ; they are very uninstructed. They 

have been gathered out from fishing boats, from 

tax-gathering, or whatever their lowly functions 

of life have been. They are in new environments, 
everything is against them, they need support; 

not only do they need support, but their mouths 

are to be opened, and in the time to come they are
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to be leaders, founders of a mighty system, 

statesmen in the commonwealth of God. Thus, 

too, the thought of the Lord would reach right 

through to our day, and to the end. The con- 

scious knowledge of all those whom He loves, 

and who love Him, would be with Him. Re- 

alizing this, we magnify the glorious greatness of 

this Man and His administrative resources. Com- 
paring it with things wrought by man—our 
minds are captivated that one voice on earth can 

be broadcast, so as to be heard by millions. That 

is very wonderful in itself, but it is another thing 

in the realm to which we belong that countless 

millions can speak to one Man, and be heard, so 
as to secure individual attention and response for 

each one. The impression of this upon our 

spirits exalts the greatness of Him who as Man, 

is the centre of God’s universe. 

Now the light and glory of this Person is 
needed to support and carry us through. He is 

in heaven, and we upon earth, so that at this 

juncture the attitude of the Lord is, “In the 

mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word 
be established” (2 Cor., xiii., 1). He will make a 

display of the kingdom of God with power in the 

eyes of competent witnesses, who themselves, re- 

ceiving the impression, shall be able to transmit 

it to others also. The Lord chooses Peter, James 
and John, and He leads them up into the high 

mountain apart, where we read He was trans-
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figured before them. How He was magnified! 

How illustrious must He have appeared before 
them! That was a moment borne into their con- 
sciousness which will last so long as eternity 
lasts. It can never grow dim. These three men 

saw Jesus in His own proper glorified estate. A 

“bright cloud” overshadowed them. This was 

the same cloud which covered the Children of 
Israel at the Red Sea, which entered into the 
Tabernacle, so that Moses could not abide in it, 

which accompanied the Children of Israel for 

forty years. It was the same cloud in which He 
eventually went up to heaven, and in which we 

eventually shall be caught up to meet the Lord in 

the air. It was the glory cloud. 

Now comes the great expression of the king- 

dom of God “in power.” This lowly Nazarean, 

who has called three of his followers up into the 

mountain, men of His sovereign choice from 

amongst His own company, witnesses of His 

transfiguration, now calls Moses, and Moses 

comes. He calls Elijah, and Elijah comes. That 

is power. Conceive of any empire existing upon 
earth which could at any moment of emergency 
call upon the great men of its history who have 
died—its statesmen, its generals, its administra- 

tors—to come back. This would be the evidence 

of magnificent power. This is what Jesus did, 

and it greatly glorifies Him in our eyes, giving 

us an adequate impression of what is meant by



92 

“the kingdom of God come with power.” With 
the same ease with which He summoned Peter, 

James and John does He summon Moses and 
Elias. 

Situated in the environment of the “plain,” as 

we are, in little groups of isolation and weakness, 
it is the good pleasure of the Lord to impress 
upon us the greatness of the supreme system— 

God’s system. Now, in that sphere there are two 

things—the one is unity, and the other is con- 
tinuity. Do not forget those words, because they 
carry with them thoughts of extraordinary value 

—Unity and Continuity. The system of God is 

one, and indivisible. There are angels in heaven. 

“Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth 

to minister for them who shall be heirs of sal- 

vation?” (Heb. i, 14). If our brother John 

of Patmos talks with an angel, and falls down to 
worship him, he says, “See thou do it not; I am 
thy fellow bondman, and the fellow bondman. of 
thy brethren the prophets, and of those who keep 

the words of this book.” (Rev. xxii., 9). So that 
angels, existing before the world was, and 

brought into the companionship of men here 

upon earth, serving the Lord, bonded together in 

the same service, furnish us with an example of 

unity in service. So that if we consider every 
family on earth and in heaven, the same Father 

is named upon them all. “In whom every family 
in the heavens and on earth is named” (Eph. iii,
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15). Thus, angels, patriarchs, Israel, the nations, 

are brought into the blessing in their time—the 
assembly in its peculiar place of privilege. How 

many families there are, we do not know, but 

evidently there are.a large number; of every one 

of them God is pleased to take the place of 

Father. He is the great Originator. Thus the 

sense is wrought into our souls as to what is the 
meaning of this unity of the divine system; each 

unit preserves its own appointed place, and yet 

all are in contact in unity. 
Another thought of exceeding blessedness 

brought out is the power of life in this system. 

In the manner of speaking, Moses was dead, 
Elias was dead, They had been gone for long 

generations past, yet when they are called, they 

come; God is not the God of the dead, but of the 

living. In like manner we are told that we have 

come to “myriads of angels, the universal gath- 

ering,” and we have come to “the spirits of just 

men made perfect.” (Heb. xii., 22-23). The Lord 

is ever calling home the harvest of His own, but 

we do not look upon them as joining the dead. 

They simply exchange one sphere of the living 

for another. They all live to God, and so do we. 

There is, therefore, continuity interwoven, which 

the Lord emphasizes by bringing on to this holy 

mountain the servants of the present day, whom 

He is about to put into, the companionship of ser- 

vants of another day long gone by. We are, all
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of us, in the place of servants. I hope no one 
will disagree as to this, as to being a bondman of 

the Lord. In His sphere, the Lord has individual 

use for every one of us. One says it advisedly. 
There are no duplicates; no two are patterned 

alike. It has been said that no two countenances 

of men absolutely alike have ever been since the 

beginning of time. God is served with infinite 

variety. Every servant has his (or her) own 

particular place in service. It is a wholesome 

thing to contemplate that, and to consider where 
the Lord has set us. One sees in the Lord’s 

actions in this incident a selective process. Ad- 

visedly, He called Moses. He did not call 
Abraham, for instance. He called Elijah; He 

did not call Isaiah. So He called Peter, James 

and John. He did not call any of the other nine. 

One may consider with profit why it is the 

Lord makes choice in this way. There may be 

so little in the place where we are set, in a meet- 

ing of twenty people, for instance, yet one is 

competent for one thing, another for something 

else. You have your own service. Someone is 

particularly suited to preach, another to visit. 

One knows how it feels. I used to wish I could 

preach the Gospel like some other man, estab- 

lishing a pattern for myself. It does not work. 

If the Lord has chosen someone amongst you 

for that, support him in it. If you have a gift
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to visit, see to your own line, however obscure 
or lowly it may be. 

No doubt the choice of Moses and Elias had 
special reference to the two lines. which have just 
converged here. Moses was servant over the 
House of God, who brought the assembly into 
the wilderness, putting everything into shape to 
be led over into the inheritance. In him every- 
thing speaks of that which was in the wilderness. 
Yet the Spirit of God emphasizes that it was an 
“assembly.” So that we see that the assembly 
is not a new thought. Moses was on the Mount 
as giving form assembly-wise to the company. 

When we come to Elijah we can see plainly 
enough he stands in relation to the kingdom in 
difficult and apostate times, but it was the king- 
dom. He stood with singular devotion and 
fidelity, to the rights of God, in such manner that 
if there were not another man in that land who 
stood for God, he would do so. The Lord had 
not forgotten these things. What one sees in re- 
lation to the kingdom is that the Lord: carefully 

preserves the exercises through which the people 
of God are passing in this scene, saving them up 
that He may give them answer in His own pro- 
per time and way. Maybe oftentimes you feel 
“I have no conscious answer to my prayer.” It 

may sometimes appear to you as if prayer has 
no immediate efficacy. The question is—In the 
motive of your heart, is your prayer suitable to
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the interest of God and of Christ? Is your 

motive pure, whether it be in connection with the 

brethren, or the gospel, or your household af- 

fairs, or your profound interest concerning your 

children or your husband, that he might be kept 

on right lines, and not prosper too much in busi- 

ness? One might wish that some of you wives 

might pray a little more that your husband may 

not prosper too much in business, and so suffer 
spiritually. You pray. You see no immediate 

response, yet the Lord would indicate that He 

is not forgetful. 

Moses had two outstanding petitions. If he 

had more, I do not recall them. The one was 

when God had dealt with the people in a grace 

which was wholly incomprehensible to the 

human mind—when in the face of fearful break- 

down God could yet remain with and carry the 
company through. In view of this, Moses says 

“I beseech Thee, show me Thy glory.” The Lord 
answers, “Thou canst not see My face; for there 

shall no man see me and live.” (Exodus xxxiil,, 

18-20). Then came another day, when from the 
height where he stood, his eye rolled beyond Jor- 

dan’s stream, and he could see far over that 

goodly Jand and Lebanon, and he prays, “Let me 

go over, I pray Thee, and see the good land which 

is beyond the Jordan, that goodly mountain and 
Lebanon.” But the Lord replies, “Let it suffice 

thee; speak no more unto Me of this matter.”
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(Deut. iii, 25-26). Thus Moses passed away 

with his petitions unanswered. Then, in the ful- 

ness of time, 1,500 years later, the Lord said, 

“Moses, come,” and Moses found himself with 

his feet in that goodly land, and his eyes were 

gazing upon the Lord in His glorious greatness. 

He saw His face and lived, and he had the an- 

swer to both his prayers. I have no doubt that 
the Lord would encourage us that in every 

rightly-motived petition directed to Himself and 

His interests there shall.be the answer in char- 

acter in the day that is coming. This is both 
stimulation and encouragement for faith. 

It is my lot, in the providence of God, to be 

able to move about in the little surroundings in 
the different continents, to share with one’s 

brethren what they are passing through in their 

conditions of obscurity and weakness, and oc- 
casionally one says, “Remember we really belong 

to the greatest system there is in the universe of 

God.” Take, for example, the Empire of Great 
Britain. It is a great Empire. We may suppose 

a corporal’s guard in the Himalayas holding a 

small pass. They are as much a part of the Em- 

pire as the Headquarters in London. There 

would be something missing if they did not fill 

in the gap in that place, if, discouraged, they 

dropped their arms and left the place vacant. The 

Lord would encourage us on these lines. One 

sees what you are passing through. You are
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holding something for Him, that would make a 

gap if you failed in the position where the Lord 

has put you. 

Now, as regards Elijah, what a rich reward 

for him who thought that he stood alone, and 

wrought in that spirit, to find himself linked up 

in a continuity of testimony, carried onward to 

the death of Christ, then to the kingdom of the 

Son of God’s love, until at last, overspreading 

the earth, shall come that day of peace, that 

world to come, in which even God Himself, we 

are told, will joy over it with singing. 

One needs to see what this kingdom of God 

with power really means. It is an established 
thing. Its sway is set up here in the “plain” 

which we call this present evil world, where the 
spirit of murder, of apostacy, and Satanic power, 

are working. It is here and now. So that in 
the Holy Spirit the lovers of God, those who do 

the will of the Father in heaven, become the re- 

cipients of righteousness, of peace, and of joy in 

the Holy Spirit, and themselves express these 

features in this present evil world. 
But it does put on a hard face sometimes, and 

the realization of it may become costly. That 
was a magnificent honour which the Lord paid to 
Peter, James, and John, to go up into the holy 
mount, chosen of the Lord to be there as His wit- 

nesses, to transmit the light of it to those below. 

But they have a heavy price to pay for it. Im-
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mediately upon His return to the plain, the Lord 
says that the Son of Man is going up to Jerusa- 

lem, and the chief priests and the elders will kill 

Him. That was the murderous spirit. Then we 

read in chapter xx., verse 19, that it was then, at 

that moment, in the sound of those words, that 

the mother of Zebedee’s children came, bring- 
ing with her James and John. I know it is said 
that the mother of Zebedee’s children was out of 
place here, but with due deference to my breth- 
ren, I do not think she was. It was the ten dis- 
ciples who were moved with indignation. The 
Lord expresses no indignation. Dear J.N.D. has 
said that the disciples (prior to the day of the 

Holy Spirit) were always wrong. We have to 

consider the context. Apparently Zebedee had 

never parted with his boat, if he were yet alive. 

The mother brings her children when under the 

stern light that the Lord. was going to Jerusalem 

to be killed, and to rise the third day. The Spirit 
of God says, “Then came....” She asked that 

her sons shall be given a place, not in this world, 

but in the world which is to come. In the Lord’s 
answer I can trace no rebuke, “Ye know not 

what ye ask.” A thing of difficulty indeed, for 
He speaks of a baptism, and of a cup to drink— 

a baptism of death, and a cup of sorrow. They 
accept both, so that He answers to them, “Ye 
shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized 
with the baptism that I am baptized with.” For
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the rest, things are left to the sovereign disposal 

of the Father. So these young men embraced the 

consequences of the death of the Lord Jesus. 

They accepted His rejection, His baptism. I read 
somewhere the other day that the disciples were 

not baptized: Clearly these two were to be bap- 

tized—but what a baptism! Thus we find that 
shortly afterward the prison doors are opened, 

and Herod’s murderous sword strikes down 

James, the first blood amongst the apostles to be 

shed forthe Lord whom he loved. He had been 
up on the holy mountain, the mount of glory, he 

had seen Jesus in His glorious greatness, and 

Herod kills him for the sake of Christ. 
Then here is Peter. What has he to say about 

his journey into the holy mount? The Lord had 

shown him “that the putting off of my tabernacle 

is speedily to take place.’ Happy man! He is 
able to contemplate the putting off of the taber- 
nacle of his body with the equanimity and com- 
posure with which we put off our clothing to re- 

pose at night. He speaks thus, “We have not 
followed cunningly devised fables when we made 
known unto you the power and coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Peter i, 16). He was 
baptized in that glory, and so, some thirty years 
after, the indelible expression of it is transmitted 
to us in a sweetness and power as though the 

man himself were standing amongst us, and 

would convince us of what he had seen when he
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says, “He received from God the Father honour 
and glory, such a voice being uttered to Him by 
the excellent glory, ‘This is My beloved Son’.” 
Then he adds, “This voice we heard uttered from 

heaven, being with Him on the holy mountain.” 
He could tell us, “I have seen His death, I have 

seen those hands extended on the cross, His side 

open, I have seen Him in the glory of. resurrec- 

tion, I have seen those hands outstretched as He 
went up and the cloud received Him out of our 
sight. Now the Lord has told me that I am to 

put off this my tabernacle shortly. The Lord has 
told me by what death I shall glorify God.” Peter 

would speak thus. I think the death of every be- 
liever has in it the power to glorify God. 

Then there was John, He was baptized in the 
glory when with Jesus. John is taken and put 
out of sight, as.a part of the resources of the 
kingdom for a much later day, when there em- 

anates from his exile a living voice infinitely 
touching. In recent years that word of John has 

come home to one in a peculiar way—“I, John, 

who also am your brother and companion in 
tribulation.” It was a long, long stretch from the 
holy mountain to the Isle of Patmos. In years’ 
there may have elapsed seventy. The youth had 

become an aged brother. He is our “companion 

in tribulation.” The nearer we reach into the ap- 
preciation of the glory of Jesus, and His com- 
panionship, believe me, the more we invite tribu-
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lation and pressure, sorrow and reproach, in con- 

nection with this order of things. The Lord 
leaves us under no illusions in this respect. He 

does not say, “Throw in your lot with mine, and 
you will have an easy time,” but He does per- 
suade us that the closer we get to His heart, and 
the more surely our heads touch His blessed 
breast, the more we shall pay .for it in this scene, 

yet the richer the compensation poured out, both 

now and in the day that is so nearly at hand. The 
Lord would fortify us. He has brought us to 

the blessing of the assembly. Then He has shown 

us the environment of the Kingdom. The as- 

sembly is collective in its character. The King- 

dom we take up in individual responsibility, and 

He has assured us that therein is the means by 

which there is the subjugation in ourselves, and 
in others, of everything that is opposed to the will 

of His Father which is in heaven. He subju- 
gates in a way of the most infinite and precious 
grace, so that authority, as He wields it, becomes 

a lovable thing. We can say of the rule of the 

King that it is a sweet and reasonable rule, His 

commandments are not grievous, and bringing 

us into subjection, we are delivered from the 
power of evil, and the working of lusts which 

come from the influences of the wicked world. 

He died to save us from this present evil world, 

and has delivered us over to learn the secrets, the 

purpose, and the goodness of God, both in the
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Kingdom and in the assembly. In their pro- 
visional character the assembly and the Kingdom 

run side by side, but the Kingdom itself is -pro- 
visional only. They have interlocking functions 
for the interests of God upon earth, and rightly 
understood, we see in regard to the interests of 

God upon earth that everything is so interwoven 

that all are of one piece with ourselves in this 

our day. 

So the great system of God, in its completeness 

its adequacy, embraces our spirits. We come 
under its instruction, and its control, and we 

stand as individuals where we are put, or stand 

in relation to the company. Thus we ask our- 

selves. “Am I where the Lord would have me 

to be? Am I in such a place that trading with my 

pound it shall become two pounds?” The blessed 

Lord sets us up as capitalists with His resources, 
and tells us to trade with them, bring them back 

at the end, and He will give rich recompense for 
them. 

In closing these meetings, one would be most 

thankful even if we possessed nothing else but 
this impression, that God has been pleased to cen- 
tralize every divine idea in the one Man of 
glorious greatness, so that one can never exag- 
gerate the proper position, power, and glory of 

the Lord Jesus Christ. Doctrine we value, inter- 

preted in relation to Christ and as regards the 
peonle of God here upon earth. Here we are
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“all of one,” and as regards those who are gone, 
we are still in the same unity and continuity, al- 
though we are not permitted contact for the time 

being, but they live to God, and so do we. We go 

forward; the interests of the Lord become para- 

mount; no right concern of God lapses as we 

understand it; and thus our hearts turn to Him 

with a sense of deep thankfulness. 
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